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| N a pleaſant part of this metropolis, 

| || commodiouſly ſituated between the 


court and the city, lived Mr. Byerſley, : 
2 gentleman poſſeſſed of an eaſy fortune, 


a good underſtanding and an excellent Sy 


heart. He had buried a wife equally en- 
gaging on account of her perſonal charms 
and mental accompliſhments, (after a hap- 
py. union of one and twenty years) who 
left behind hera daughter, (their only child) 
aged about nineteen, not leſs agreeable and 
d.ſerving than herſelf. 


CHARLOTTE BYERSLEY was, at ner mo- 
ther's death, a fine girl, in the bloom of 
You. KM _ youth, 


Fa] 


youth, and very * il She had : 


regular features, a fair complexion, ſet off 


by ga large quantity of dark gloſſy hair 


her eyes were very ſpirited, yet full of the 


moſt winning ſoftneſs: her ſtature was of 


the middle fize, and her ſhape eaſy. EY. 


SHE had greatly improved her mind by 
reading the beſt authors, and converſing 


with her ſenſible parents, who lov'd her 


_ exceſſively ; and ſhe gratefully repaid their 
| tenderneſs, by the moſt affable behaviour 


and a perfect obedience to all their deſires. 


Having had only a domeſtic education, 
the knew little of the world, and being 
naturally of a frank and generous diſpoſi- 
tion, too readily believed that thoſe ſhe 
converſcd with were as frank and gene- 
rous as herſelf. As her father and mo- 
ther both choſe a private life, and prefer'd 


each other's company to the prate of 


- common viſiters, they had not a numerous 


acquaintance. My faſhionable readers will 
perhaps ſcream out at this ſketch of Char- 
lotte's family, and think, no doubt, that 


the poor creature was 2 mere mope; 
| but 


[3] 
but-they will find, in the ſequel, that ſho 
had ſome knowledge of the beaumonde. 12 


Cnaklorr had very few companions 
of her own ſex when ſhe loſt her mother; 
by whoſe death both ſhe and her father 
were deeply afflicted : but as he was ſolli. 
citous to preſerve his daughter, to ſupply 
in ſome meaſure the loſs of his wife, he 
would not ſuffer her to indulge her grief, 
(fearing it might prejudice her health) but 
ſought every amuſement which he thought 
would contribute to aſſwage it. For this 
purpoſe he often invited a female neigh- 
bour, who had viſited occaſionally in the fa- 
mily, ſome 22821 before Mrs. Wee 
died. 


Miss Arabella Seward was the daugh- 
ter of a gentleman whoſe taſte for expen- 
five living had carried him rather beyond 
the bounds of prudence; however, he made 
ſhift to leave at his death a pretty for- 
tune to this only child, and left her to the 
care of an uncle. Mr. Seward was a wi- 
dower, and having no child of his OWN, was 

wk, 6 B 2 | very 
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very fond of his niece, who aſſiſted him in 
| entertaining his company, with great polite- 
= neſs and ſatisfaction, as ſhe inherited all 
her father's taſte for pomp. and ſplendor : 

to which indeed her uncle had in his 
heart an averſion, tho' he was obliged to 
make a figure in the world, as he had a 
| | conſiderable puſh under the government. 


| Th Is lady was five years older than 
Miſs Byerſley ; tall, genteel, and had been 
handſome, but a conſtant purſuit of all 
the public diverſions, irregular hours, and 
high living, had ruin'd her beauty and 
impair'd her health, She wanted neither 
ſenſe nor penetration, but partly from i in- 
dolence, and partly from - ſelf- conceit, 
learnt every thing in ſo ſuperficial a man- 
ner, that the company ſhe had kept, and 
| the inſtructions ſhe had received, were of 
F little ſervice towards regulating her paſ- 
\ fions; or bettering her morals : Her out- 
ward. behaviour was poliſh'd, ſpecious and 
ſincere. _ She had no other aim but to 
ſecure a rich huſband, and therefore en. 
| couraged all kinds of lovers, provided 
| . : ö they 
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they had money: among theſe ſome men 


of real worth were at ber devotion, but 


her coquettiſh diſpoſition, and immoderate 


love of ſhow, had driven away all but one, 


to ſeek for conjugal happineſs elſewhere. 


CHARLOTTE was Charmed with miſs 


Bell's eaſy aſſurance, and lively converſa- 
tion; and ſnhe thought Charlotte a very en- 
gaging young novice, to whom ſhe might 
boaſt of her conqueſts, without being ſuſ- 
pected either of coquetry or falſhood. 


Charlotte had no idea of the firſt, and 


could not imagine that a woman of mils 
Seward's appearance would be guilty of 
the laſt. The only thing that Bell feared 
from this intimacy was, that her compa- 


nion's beauty would attract every body's 
admiration, and mike her own danglers 


forſake her. For this reaſon ſhe ſeldom 


invited her to her uncle's, but when ſhe _ 
expected no company. One evening how 


ever, her ſervant miſtook the orders which 
had been given for a general denial, and 


Mr. Read ſurpriſed the two friends, who 


had intended to be private. 
EG of MR. 
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nim to go home with her, becauſe ſhe 


10 


Mi x. Read was a man of character, with 
an independent fortune : he had for ſome 
time made ſerious addreſſes to miſs Se- 
ward, but begun to grow weary of the lo- 


ver's chace, as he found his miſtreſs co- 


quetted with every man who came in her 
way. The fight of a new face, and that a 
fine one, foon determin'd him to change 


The object of his purſuit. In ſhort, he 


was particularly complaiſant to Charlotte, 


While he ſtayed, and when her ſervant 
"came for her, begg'd that he might be 
permitted to wait on her home, tho' ſhe 
lived only in the next᷑ ſtreet. She refuſed 
his offer, with great civility, but he 


preſſed fo earreſtly fot the favour, that 


| Bell redden'd - with vexation at fo unex- 


d a rencounter, yet could not prevent 
nis gallantry, tho* ſhe ſaid enou 2h to have 


-  aFronted any girl who knew as much of 


the world as ſhe herſelf did: yet Char- 
lotte was ſo far from ſuſpecting her (ima- 
gin'd) friend, that ſhe only bluſh'd at Mr. 

Read's exceſſive politeneſs, and ſuffer'd 


did 


(91 
did not know how ts refuſe him hand- 
ſomely. 


Wurd they came to her father's houſe, 

he enter'd with her, and made him a few 
flouriſhing compliments on his daughter's 
perſonal charms, (tho? he ſaw him engag d 
with two gentlemen) and intreated his 
conſent to wait on them again. As 
Mr. Byerſley behaved like a "gentleman 
to all who he thought deſerved that 
appellation, he anſwer d him with equal 
civility, but neither directly invited nor 
torbad him to come: but Read underſtood 
the anſwer in his own way, and wiſhed 
him a good night, fully deſigning to make 
all poſſible advantage of this firſt and for- 
tunate introduction. 


. Tur viſiters whom Charlotte found with 
her father were Mr. Welford and bis ſon. 
The old gentleman had been long acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Byerſley, and had brought 
his ſon to pay his compliments to him, af- 
|  terfiniſhing his ſtudies at Cambridge. Mr, 
n had Prevailed on them to ſpend 
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[8] 
the. evening with him, to amuſe him in 
his daughter's abſence. Young Welford 


was well made, his countenance had a 
manly ſweetnefs in it, mix'd with great 


ſenſibility, and his form appear'd, upon the 


whole, very graceful. He was modeſt and 


reſerved in general companies, but open 


and chearful among thoſe who, he belie- 


ved, were his friends. He was thoroughly 
acquainted with all parts of polite litera- 
ture, maſter of a pleaſing addreſs, and per- 
fectiy ſincere : ſometimes indeed, he was 


too credulous, and too warm in his re- 
* * ; 


Wirn ſuch company had Mr. Byerſley 
San entertained, when the addition of 


Charlotte's nor a little contributed to the 
ſatisfaction of his gueſts, eſpecially the 


younger of them, who was more itruck 


at her unaffected carriage, and the tender- 
neſs ſhe diſcovered for her father, than 
with her perſon, tho' he could not help 
thinking that ſhe was the fineſt woman 
he had ever ſeen. Full of theſe ideas he 
8 * leave, od propoſed to make fre- 
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quent viſits to ſo agrecable a family. But 


to return to Mr. Read: 


Hz paſſed the night in reflecting on 


Charlotte's - charms, and deviſing what 


method would be moſt eligible for a ſpeedy 
intimacy with her. To go again the 


next day would, he thought, be too ab- 
rupt, and might offend her father. Miſs 

Seward's aſſiſtance ſeem'd, at laſt, to be 
abſolutely neceſſary. He therefore dreſſed, 


and went to breakfaſt with that young, 


lady, for as he was reſolved to give up his 
old miſtreſs, he deemed it better (ſo im- 
politicly do lovers often act) to let her 
know his intention, before he got a new 
one. Arabella received him with a ſeerr- 
ing coldneſs, in order to puniſh him for 
-his indifference the evening before, and 
gave him thereby a good opportunity to 


open his mind. He complained artfully 
enough of her behaviour; upon which ſhe 


immediately fired with envy and indigna- 


tion, and upbraided him with his negle& 
of her, and the preference he gave to her 


on * Are frankly owned that her accu- 


-= 4 lation 
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ſation was juft, and ſaid he deſired no 


"favour ; telling her plainly, at the ſame 
time, that her coquetry grew inſupporta- 
ble, and that the muſt reckon him no 
longer among her admirers, Her rage, ve- 
hement as it was before, now knew no 


her inſtantly, and never return again. 


He now began to think he had made 
a falſe ſtep, to recover which he tried 
every art he was maſter of; he endea- 
voured to ſooth her paſſion, and to 
Prevail on her not to prejudice her friend 
againſt him, if ſhe would not herſelf in- 
troduce him to her. But all his rhetoric 
was to no purpoſe : ſhe vowed revenge, 
equal to the wrongs ſhe had received, and 
calling for her capuchin, ſet out directly 
ſor Mr. Byerſley's, in ſpite of all his efforts 
to prevent her. 


Locke Ly for him, Charlotte was abroad 


with her father, who gave her an airing 
that 


, 


greater happineſs than her lovely friend's 


bounds : ſhe told him very briſkly, that 
his inſolence was not to be borne : then 
(ſhewing him the door) deſired him to leave 
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that day, and when Bell returned home, 


( 


her uncle told her ſne muſt prepare to re- 
ceive ſome of his friends at dinner, and 
ſet out with them afterwards to his coun- 
try-houſe at Richmond, where he intend- 


ed to regale them a few days. Nothing 
could have happen'd more diſagreeable to 


her than this requeſt, for ſhe had no lei- 


ſure to call again on Charlotte; fo that ſhe 


left the town in a pet, and her rival (as 


ſhe thought her) triumphing over a heart 


of which ſhe was no longer the poſſeſſor. 
DvzinG her abſence, young Welford 


made another viſit to Mr. Byerſley, and 


had a more particular interview with his 
daughter: but the converſation between 
them was of a different nature from that 
which amuſes the generality of both ſexes, 


in their mollia tempora ſaudi, their ſoft mo- 


ments of courtſhip. He neither prais'd 
her beauty nor her dreſs, nor did he deſ- 


cant on the preſent ſtate of the beau-monde,, 


with which indeed he was not much ac- 
quainted, and therefore could not talk flu- 


ently on faſhoinable topics. As his fa- 


B © vpPourite 


[ "x 
vourite diverſions had ever been of the 
'theatric kind, he had chiefly frequented 

ehe two play-houſes, and could harangue 
on authors and actors, with great readi- 
neſs and propriety : he was filly enough 
to have no taſte for routs, ridottos and 
| maſquerades, and ſo ſtupid that he look'd 
1 upon gaming as a criminal amuſement. 


*T'is true, for want of being accuſtom- 
ed to gallantry, the young academician 
was at a loſs at firſt (tho' he had both a 
capacity and inclination to pleaſe) for that 
eaſy flowery manner of expreſſion, by 
Which men of the town are ſo diſtinguiſh'd. 
But Charlotte was wiſe enough to read 
more in © the modeſty of fearful duty” 
than in © the rattling tongue of faucy and 
audacious eloquence,” and-as ſhe knew he 
was lately come from the univerſity, began 
to ſtart fubjects on which ſhe ſuppoſed 
he could ſhow himſelf to advantage; and ; 
enquired particularly after the ſtare of 
11 poetry, and riſing geniufes, t there. Wel- j 
| ford, who was glad of an opportunity to | 


\ | oblige her, e a very clear and enter- 
3 min 
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bag] 
taining account of the colleges and ſtu- 
dents, and produced ſeveral ingenious 


pieces of poetry, with which Charlotte 


(who had a good taſte) was highly de- 
lighted. In the midſt of their chat, Mr. 
Byerſley accoſted them a little too abrupt- 
ly, ſome of my readers will fay, and in- 
deed rightly enough, for when two young 
people are buſied in a tete a tete conver- 
ſation, the intrufion of a father is ſome- 
what mal. a- propos. But Charlotte was fo 
well ſatisfied of her father's affability and 
good- nature, that his preſence did not in 
the leaſt diſconcert her; and Welford ma- 


naged matters ſo happily, that the old 
gentleman was very fond of him, and in- 


vited kim to come again n r 


ALL this time Mr. Read was very im- 


patient to ſee Charlotte; but fearing that 
miſs Seward had been with her, and ſpo- 
ken diſadvantageouſly of him, he could 


not ſoon reſolve what to do. At laſt, his 
impatience got the better of his fears; and 


he ventured to go; but unluckily hap» 
| Saba to * upon the ſame day that 


Welford 


begging her to believe the ſincerity of his 


Eng! 


Welford had. He went early in the morn- 


ing, in hopes of finding her at home, and 


was not diſappointed ; for as ſhe expect- 


ed Welford, ſhe was prepared to receive 


him, but ſeemed to be a little embarraſſed 


at the ſudden appearance of Read. Whe- 
ther he looked on her innocent bluſhes 


as happy omens, or whether. he was afraid 
he might not have ſuch another opportu- 


nity, I cannot determine, but he diſcloſed 
his paſſion in the moſt reſpectful terms. 
Charlotte (who often had heard her friend 
mention him as her favourite lover) civil- 
ly anſwered him, 'that as ſhe had great 
reaſon to believe he was engaged to Miſs 


Seward, he could not have taken a more 


certain method to affront them both, than 


by making ſuch a declaration. Read, who 


imagined that his old miſtreſs had un- 
folded the whole affair, ſaid, he once 
indeed had thoughts of that lady, but 


that the had treated him ill; and that, 
ſince he had had the pleaſure of ſeeing 


her, he could think of no body elle : 


f expreſſions, 
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expreſſions, and to look upon him as unal- 
terably hers alone. Charlotte, who always 

hated deceit, thanked him cooly for the 
good opinion he had of her, and deſired 
him to change the converſation, Read 
was juſt going to reply, when Welford 
entered the room : as Charlotte was tho- 
roughly diſpleaſed with the former, and 
preferred the latter to all the men ſhe had 
ever ſeen, ſhe directed all her diſcourſe to 
him, which would have given him the 
higheſt ſatisfaction, had he not been ap- 
prehenſive, from Read's viſible uneaſineſs, 
that her uncommon attention to himſelf 
was owing to a temporary diſlike of his ri- 
val. In this whimſical ſituation, Arabella 
ſurprized them, being eager to talk pri- 
vately with Charlotte. Welford, whom 
ſhe had never ſeen before, appeared ſo 
agreeable, and the other ſo contemptible 
in her eyes, that ſhe addreſſed herſelf whol- 
ly to him, in order, perhaps, to ſhew 
more flrongly her averſion to Read. 
Welford, elated with the thoughts of be- 
ing preferred to Read, behaved with un- 
common gaiety, and Charlotte liked him 
better 


1 
him better than ever: nor did Bell admire 
him leſs, for ſhe play'd off all her alluring 
airs, in hopes of making a conqueſt of 

his heart, 


To this diſplay of her 1 ſhe was 
animated by three motives. In the firſt 
place, ſne could not be eaſy, while her 
friend ſeemed to be ſo: ſecondly, ſhe 


wanted to ſupply Read's place, who, ſhe i 


ſaw plainly, was a deſerter ; and, thirdly, 
ſhe thought that Welford was a man of 

ſolid ſenſe and exceſſive modeſty, but igno- 
rant of the world, and therefore more like- 
ly to be caught by a ſhowy woman. As 
Read had no ſhare in this e. he 
prudently retired, till he could reflect on 
what was proper to be done at ſuch a cri- 
ſis. Bell, who longed to aſk Charlotte a 
_ thouſand queſtions, reſolved to out-ſtay 
Welford. Her intention was neverthe- 
laſs defeated, for her uncle, coming home 
much indiſpoſed, ſent for her in a hurry. 
She found him ſo ill, that phyſicians were 
immediately ſent for, and he lay, near three 
werks, in a very e w-ay, during 

r Which 
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[ 27 ] 
which time, ſhe made ſeveral elopements, 
in order to talk privately with Charlotte, 
but never could meet with her diſen- 
gaged, except once, and then concealed 
all ſhe knew of Read, which would, in 
her opinion, give offence. When Char- 
lotte told her of his pretenſions, ſhe affect- 
ed not to hear them, but eagerly enqui- 
red into every particular relating to Wel- 
ford, yet in ſo artful a manner, that Char- 
lotte could have no ſuſpicion of her real 
motive. During her uncle's illneſs ſhe 
had had leiſure to reflect ſeriouſly on her 
own. ſituation, and conſidered, that, to 
make Welford in love with herſelf, ſhe 
muſt hinder his intercourſe with Charlotte, 
and fix her inclinations on Read. This 
ſcheme ſhe reſolved to put in execution; 
but her uncle's phyſicians adviſing him to 
try the country air, ſhe was obliged to at- 
tend him, and when ſhe went to take leave 
of Charlotte, Welford (now a conſtant vi- 
ſiter) was with her; therefore ſhe had no 
opportunity to ſpeak: to her as ſhe wiſhed, 
but tried to make uſe of her time in the 


beſt manner the could, by playing off her 


air 8 


r 8] . 


the leaſt regard either to them or her. 
His paſſion for Charlotte increaſed every 
day, and he only waited for a lucky mo- 


ment, to make a full confeſſion. Read 3 
was far from being cured of his vaſtion; 23 
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but as ſhe had always treated him with a2 
formal civility, whenever they met, and 
never gave him room to expect any thing 


farther, he was forced to appear ſatisfied, 


tho* he was greatly nettled to find that A 


Welford was ſo formidable a rival. 


Mx. Byerſley was very attentive to the \ 
Aehieloor of theſe gentlemen towards bis i ; 


daughter, but as he ſaw no impropriety in 


her conduct, and relied on his Charlotte's | 
prudence, he did not chuſe to fill her head 


with meer ſurmiſes. He rather choſe to 
. ftay till ſhe inform'd him herſelf of the 
ſituation of her affairs, as he doubted not 
but ſhe would, at a proper time, and only] 
gave her fome ene advice. 


x 


Was Charlotte had raiſed ſuch a di- 


ara in the breaſts of both her admi- 
r ery 


[19] 


rers, her own was not in the moſt peace- 
ful ſtate. The merit and aſſiduity of 
Welford made a deep impreſſion on her 


1 gentle heart, and though ſhe concealed the 
I emotions of it, ſhe earneſtly wiſhed to in- 
ſpire him with ſentiments in her favour. 
Sometimes ſhe fancied ſhe had ſuc- 


ceeded, but was always diffident of her 


on charms and addreſs: he too was 


difident, and made ſeveral fruitleſs at- 
tempts to confeſs his paſſion, being fearful | 
of giving offence where he was moſt folli- 
citous to merit approbation. At length, a 
trifling incident put an end to _ en 

on both ſides. 


o evening, as Wellford was drink- 
ing tea at Mr, Byerſley's, a lady, who ſome- 
times viſited there, happened to ſay, among 
other things, that an affecting play of 
Shakeſpear's was to be revived on the fol- 
lowing evening; upon which Charlotte 
could not ſuppreſs her inclination to ſee 
it, and as her father was eaſily perſuaded 
to go with her, he engaged Mr. Welford 
and the lady to be of the party: they both 
engaged 


Welford, though he doated on the ami- 


ſtage, whoſe every look and geſture de» 


order'd to ſecure four places in the front 


her heart, by letting fall a ſhower of tears. | 


| ſhe appeared more attractive than ever, 


* unutterable things.“ During this lover 


20 


engaged with leakage, and a ſervant was 
boxes. They went accordingly, but 


able Charlotte, and had placed himſelf 
cloſe by her ſide, could not be inattentive i 
to the play, while Garrick was on the 


manded peculiar notice. In a very ten- 
der ſcene, towards the end of the play, he 4 
turned round to ſee in what manner his | 
miſtreſs was affected with it, as he could 
not behold it himſelf without the greateſt | 
emotion. He turned, he ſaw, and he ad- 
mired ; for Charlotte gave him at that in- 
ſtant a freſh proof of the ſenſibility of 


He viewed her in a new light; but though 


he could not help being concerned leſt 
the diſtreſs ſhould be too poignant for if 
her: he knew not how to alleviate it, but} 
by gently preſſing her hand, and looking 


like behaviour, two gentlemen in the ad- 
Joining * whiſpered ſo many fine 
| ſpecehes 


; 
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if peeches to each other about Charlotte, 8 


chat Wellford, who over-heard them, was 


ſomewhat alarmed; but he was ſtill more 


diſſatisfied aſter the play, for thoſe gentle- 


men followed him and Charlotte out of the 
houſe, and order'd their ſervant to go 


to Mr. Byerſley's, while they themſelves 


went into a chariot with coronets. Wel- 
ford did not know what to make of this 
adventure, but concluded one of them at 


leaſt was an admirer of Charlotte, and 


feared leſt the united powers of rank and 
fortune might for ever diſtance his humble 
addreſſes. He retired therefore to his own 
lodgings, after he had waited on her home, 


to ruminate on what courſe he ſhould 


take, to diſcover his paſſion for her. Some- 


W times he reſolved to write, doubting whe- 


ther he could muſter up courage enough 
to ſpeak ; but he thought afterwards that 
ſhe would never truſt her real ſentiments 
in a letter, and therefore determined to 
wait on her in the morning, and di ſcloſe 
his inmoſt thoughts. 


2 


Wine Ani be found 
himſelf at a loſs for words, tho he had form- 
ed a ſpeech proper for the occaſion, and 
was inſenſibly over- awed by her preſence. 
She happen'd to be alone, and after the 
uſual compliments were paſt, his timidity 
was inſenſibly removed, by her obſerving 
that the tragedy, which they had ſeen the 
night before was excellently performed. 
'« It was indeed, Madam,” ſaid he, andI | 
* vas charmed with your behaviour at the 
moſt diſtreſsful part of it: I was only afraid 
« that you would ſuffer, by having the 
“tender paſſions put to ſo ſevere a trial. 
The principal characters were perform'd 
«with ſuch judgment and ſpirit, that no 
body, I think, not quite diveſted of 
humanity, could ſee it unmoved ; ye 
« tis, methinks, but a gloomy pleaſure 
at beſt which we receive from reading 
6 a Well-eritten; or —_— a well acted 
£ tragedy.” 


* 


« Iam d to you, Sir,” anſwer'd 
Charlotte, * « for your kind concern about 
a | cc me, 


= * 
F 
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« me, but the ſorraw we feel at a tragedy, 
<« js of too ſhort a duration to be attended 


„ with very ill conſequences ; and is ge- 


« nerally, in my opinion, much leſſened, 
« if not altogether -obliterated,. by our 
« conſidering that the ſcenes we. grieve: 
<« at are imaginary.” . © I may infer from 
e thence, madam, that your compaſſion. 
e would be more ſtrongly excited, and 
<« remain much longer, by the appearance 
<« of a real object in diſtreſs. Undoubt- 

* edly,” replied ſhe, © and I ſhould ap- 


<« plaud myſelf for being compaſſionate 


«© on ſuch anoceaſion. We are all liable to 
«*« misfortunes, and nothing I believe tends 
* ſo much to ſooth and aſſwage them, as 
e the humane and tender * officiouſneſs 


of thoſe about us. How then can 


«I with-hold that pity from others 
„ which I ſhould myſelf expect in a 
“parallel caſe? ” Madam, ſaid he, 
« you have a juſt way of tanking and 
« I ſincerely wiſh that you may” never 
want the world's pity. I thank you, 


* 3 your good wiſhes, but muſt not 
| expect 
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wa expect to TRE the voyage 'of life, with- 


cout croſſes or diſappointments. I have 


<< already experienced ſome, by loſing one 
of the beſt of mothers, and ſhall inevi- | 
* 'tably meet with more, if I ſurvive my 
other relations and friends. It behoves 
me therefore to arm myſelf with reſolu- 


A 


* 


tion and patience, in order to ſupport 


c me under the various caſualties to 
« which all human beings are e'necellantly 
CC ſubject. 3 | | 


* 


©<&© CHARMING moralift,” ſaid Welford 


ſoftly: but raiſing his voice. —** Oh, Miſs 
.«« Byerſley ! reſolution and patience will 
afford me, I doubt, little comfort, if I 
„ meet with one diſappointment which I 
am juſt now, perhaps, on the point of 
receiving.“ How? ”” returned ſhe 


haſtily are you not happy ? ? Ma- 
e dam,” ſaid Welford as haftily * do 


« you wiſh I were happy?” © I wiſh 


for every body's happineſs,” replied 


ſhe, © who has merit, and am inclined to 
„ Ahink from what I already know of 
cc you, that you are among the number 


TY 8 
60 of the deſerving.” « Then, madam, 1 
« may venture to aſſure you, that you 
« alone have the power to make me 
«© compleatly happy. I admired. you the 
« firſt time I ſaw you, and have diſcover- 
e ed new beauties in you ever ſince; your 
« perſonal charms firſt caught my eyes, 
«© your mental qualifications have won 
« my heart : yes, miſs Byerſley, I have 
ce the ſincereſt affection for you, and 
“ ſhould think myſelf the happieſt man 
ce in the world, by p ſo amiable, 
* ſo accompliſhed a woman.“ 


* CHARLOTTE, cok ſhe earneſtly long- 


ed for this declaration of her lover's 
ſentiments, was in ſome confuſion ; ſhe 


bluſhed and was ſilent for a few moments, 


| while Welford, fearing he had diſpleaſed 


her, impatiently expected her anſwer. She 


kept him not long in ſuſpence, but lift. 
ing up her eyes full of the ſweeteſt conde- 


enboß, revived his drooping ſpirits by 


the following words: * I think, Mr. 


« Welford, I have no reaſon to queſtion 


by your ſincerity, nor ſhall you have any 
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to doubt mine. You are far from be- 
e diſagreeable to me; but we have 
<« neither 8 us a right to diſpoſe of our · 
« ſelves, while our fathers behave indul- 
« gently to us, without their approba- 
« tion.“ © I flatter myſelf, madam,” 
replied he, with the hopes of making 
«<< my propoſal agreeable to mr. Byerſtey, 
« jf you have no objection, and am fure 
ce tak my father will not diſlike the alli- 
« ance. But, to remove all doubts, I 
« will immediately endeavour to find 
< him, and Stay, Mr. Welford,” 
ſaid Charlotte, holding him, “ ſtay, te. 
] beſeech you let us not be too haſty— 
<« we are both young, and have not long 
« known each other ;—as we have been 
« ſo defirous of pleaſing, we may perhaps 
have only diſcovered each other's moſt 
&« favourable diſpoſitions. Let us canverle 
44 a little longer together, as common ac- 
« quaintance, and if we diſcover no defects, 
© nor make any change in our opinions, we 
may then ſollicit the conſent of our pa- 
c rents.“ Excuſe me, Madam, for differing 
from you in this point,” ſaid Welford. 
f I cannot 
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« Tcannot give up the lover ſo eaſily, as I 
am fully perſuaded that, inſtead of de- 


<« fects, I ſhall trace out new beauties in 


«6  yau,. as our intimacy increaſes ; and that 


4 [ ſhall be more encouraged to conquer 
« my own bad habits, when I am receiv- 
ed by my Charlotte as ne who is to 
5 be united to her for ever.” 


C HARLOTTE was not offended with his 


eagerneſs, and anſwered with a ſmile, I 


am afraid I am in a dangerous ſituation, 
for I feel no deſire to oppoſe your incli- 
nation, though I don't thoroughly ap- 


% prove it.“ He was going to reply - 


with the ſame freedom, but the entrance 
of company prevented him : he therefore 
took his leave of her, and went in ſearch 
of his father, to whom he communicated 
his intentions of OY Miſs Byerſley. 


Orp Mr. Welford was, according to 
the general phraſe, A good ſort of man, 
but had no notion of thoſe refined ſenti- 
ments, which made his ſon ſo agreeable. 
=_ gn Charlotte was a fine girl, knew 
„„ her 
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her father had given her a ſober education, 


* and was in eaſy circumſtances ; he there- 


fore applauded his ſon for chuſing ſo judi- 
ciouſly, and ſaid he would make the young 


lady a viſit upon the happy occaſion. 


CHARLOTTE was as impatient as her 


lover had been to acquaint her father with 
the concluſion of their interview, and 


when the company departed, told him 
every thing that had paſſed between 


them. Mr. Byerſley wiſhed earneſtly to 


ſce his daughter happily married; and 


Was ſo partial to the nuptial ſtate, (hay- 


ing enjoy'd himſelf fo much felicity in 
it) that he thought no body could feel 
any laſting ſatisfactions out of it. As he 
had a very high opinion of young Wel- 


ford, and no mean one of his father, he 


commended her prudent conduct, thank'd 
her for ſo early a confidence, and told her 
he would do all in 'his power to promote 
her happineſs, and to make it permanent. 


| * thanked kim with tears of grati- 
. and true filial affection. Welford, 
after 


bk. A * 


Z Hegz Charlotte thought proper to in- 


: 29] / - 
after this time, was ſeldom abſent from the 


houſe, except particular buſineſs detain'd 
him. His father made a viſit to Mr. 


Byerſley, as he intended, and ſhowed the 
higheſt approbation of Charlotte : he 
faid he was obliged to ſet out on a York- 
ſhire journey, in order to look after an 


eſtate juſt fallen to him in that county, 
and hoped to find the young folks ready 


to be tacked together, when he came 
back. He gave Mr. Byerſley an ac- 
count of his income, and mention'd what 


fortune he ſhould make over to his ſon. 
Mr. Byerſley told him that he would 


leave all he had to his daughter, but 
could give her no more than 5000 4. 


down. Mr. Welford was very much 


ſatisfied with that ſum, aſſured him that 


the ſettlement ſhould be proportionable,, 


and promis'd to give ſpeedy orders to his 
lawyer about it. | 


terpoſe, and addreſſing herſelf to the elder. 
Mr. Welford, ſaid, As your tay, Sir, 
in the country will be ſhort, why may, 
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not every thing be delay'd *till your 
return? The old gentleman anſwer'd 
it ſhould be as ſhe pleafed, while the young 
one chid her only with his eyes for pro- 
poſing this delay, and, in a few days after- 
wards, Mr. Welford ſet out for his new 
_ eſtate. | 


IT is now time to enquire after Miss | 
Seward. Her uncle had relapſed in the 
country; and ſhe was therefore obliged to 
ſtay with him much againft her will, and 
longer than the expetted. CHARLOT TE 
Wanted to ſee her friend again with great 
impatrence, chat the might irform her of 
her new profpe& of happineſs. Mr. Read 
_ 6ccationally vifmed at her father's houſe, 
and was always treated with civility, (as 
he wanted not fenſe) and receiv'd as Miſs 
Sewatd's particular friend. Mr. Byerffey 
did not take pe to be one of his daugh- 

ter s lovers, as he had never made any 
propoſal, but imagined he only came to 
amuſe himſelf with her company, and to 
fee how ſhe would conduct herſelf. His 
viſits, however, began to be leſs frequent; 
on E 1 


4 1 
for Charlotte concluding he was ſtill her 
friend's laver, gave him no  encourage- 
ment : beſides, Read had the mortification 
to perceive every time he came to ſee 
Charlotte, that Welford's intimacy in- 
creaſed. He therefore deſpaired of ſuc- 
ceeding, and went not to the houſe for thres 
weeks, at the end of which Bell arrived 
in town. | | 


\ Bztz, went directly to Charlotte, and 
finding her alone, received from her an 
exact account of every thing relating to 
Welford's addreſſes, which gave her fo 
much vexation, that ſhe was forced to 
eomplain of an aching head, in order to 
diſguiſe the emotions ſhe felt from an 
aching heart. She left her, with a pro- 
miſe to return as ſoon as ſhe had recover'd 
from the fatigue of travelling, and the un- 
ealineſs her uncle's illneſs has occafion'd ; 
but the true reaſon. was, to conſider how: 


ſhe might fruſtrate all the ſchemes which 


had been form'd in her abſence. 


| C 4 SHE 
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898 found that Welford had 1 A 
great progreſs in a ſhort time, yet did nor 
give up the hopes of gaining her points, if 
ſhe could by any means prevail upon her 


diſcarded ſwain to join with her on this | 


critical occaſion. She accordingly ſent to 
Mr. Read, and deſired he would come 


ſpeedily to her; ; for ſhe had ſomething 
of conſequence to impart to him, with re- 
gard to a certain lady, which would not, 

ſhe believed, be diſagreeable to him. 


Rx Ap (ſo credulous are all inamorato's) 


could not help fancying that this meſſage 
related to Miſs Byerſley, and flew to Ara- 


bella with all the expedition of an animat- 
ed lover. —She 'then OW accoſted 
him, thus: 


4e Trovcn you reſolve to leave me 
for ever; I will, nevertheleſs, make 


% you ſenſible, that I have ſtill ſome 


% regard for you: I have learnt from 


« Miſs Byerſley, that Welford is not ſo 
« great a favourite as he was: and if 
5 * © you 


FRY 


“ you will ks my advice, I believe I can 
6 prepolleis her in your favour. 


Hz cn ſurpriſed at this 
ſpeech, thank'd her in the ſtrongeſt terms 
for the aſſiſtance ſhe promis'd, and yowed 
to obey her directions punctually. You 
% have nothing to do,“ ſaid ſne, but 
e to go very often to Mr. Byerſley's, and 
ce to behave with your uſual complaiſance: 
« you will then, I truſt, ſoon perceive a 
« change in your behalf, and all the re. 
<« ward I expect is inviolable ſecrecy, with 
« regard to myſelf.” To which he was 
going to make a thouſand proteſtations; 
but ſhe hurried him away, telling him he 
had no time to loſe. : 


Aren ſhe had diſpatched Read, ſhe 
| dreſt herſelf to the beſt advantage, and 
vent to Charlotte, whom ſhe found alone, 
and very intent upon a note, which Wel- 
ford had ſent, to excuſe himſelf for not 
waiting on her at dinner, according to 
PR (having been prevented by buſi- 
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hets) but to affure her that he would be 


with her in the afternoon. 


Tan note Charlotte gave to Arabella, 
who complimented her on having fo gal- 


lant a lover; „ He has expreſſed his 


& thoughts,” ſaid ſhe © in a few lines, 


„ with much tenderneſs and elegante: 


& but pray, my dear, continued the, 

e what have you done to poor Read? He 
&« called on me this morning, and com- 
<« plained ſo ſeriouſly of your ill uſage, 
&« that I was ready to laugh in his face; 
% however I checked myſelf, for fear of 
« throwing the man into fits: but could 
not help telling him, that I ſuppoſed you 
« did not like him.” I am too well af- 


4 ſared of that, Madam” replied he, 


« with-a moſt de-plo-ra-ble ſigh ; yet, 


gg 1 never offended her but once, I 
« might ſurely hope to be treated with 


« the ſame affability which ſhe ſhews to 
& her acquaintance in general :”— In- 
« deed, child, I think you are 200 ſevere : 
* why. ſhould you hate all men except the 


* affections? 


a — on whom yeu have ſettled your 


Ir 
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« affections? Read is a man of fenſe.and 
« faſhion, and has a right to expect 


good manners, at leaſt, from every wo- 
% man.” My dear Bell,” anſwered 


Charlotte, I never meant to treat any 
« man uncivilly ; but as I diſliked his rail- 
1% lery that day, I have ever ſince looked 


nas if I did; and, as I thought he was 


« engaged to you, reſolved hes diſcou- 
e rage him from renewing it.“ * Well, 
& vow that is ſo like a raw unexpe- 
« rienc'd girl,” ſaid Miſs Seward, who 


has ſeen the world by halves; one who 
dreams of nothing but new lovers, and 


„% who thinks a man is going to make a 
declaration of his paſſion, as ſoon as he 
opens his lips: but you, Charlotte, ought 


| * to know better, —You will, I hope, ex- 


* cuſe this freedom; becauſe I inform 
you only for your improvement.” Char- 
lotte, wha looked upon her friend as the 


pink of good-breeding, bluſhed at her 
own ſimplicity, thanked Bell for her kind 


admonitions and promiſed to- behave 


otherwiſe to Read for the future. Bell 


C6 Ekiſſed 


| [36] 
kiſſed her, called her a ſweet girl, but de- 
fired her not to take any notice to Wel- 
ford of ſuch trifles; for that ſhe wiſhed 
her behaviour was perfect, only that ſhe 
might be ſuitable to ſo worthy a lover. 


Arrzx this dialogue, they 8 
themſelves by relating to each other every 
little incident that happen'd within their 
own notice, during their ſeparation, till 
the arrival of Mr. Read obliged them to 

enter upon a new ſubject. 


 CnarLOTTE (pleaſed to have it in her 
power to ſhew how kindly ſhe took Bell's 
reproof) behaved with the utmoſt polite- 
neſs to Read ; yet in ſo proper a manner, 
that Welford (who came ſoon after his ri- 
val). could not poſſibly be offended. She 
- preſented Miſs Seward to him, as her par- 

ticular friend, who ſaid, that he alſo 
ought to be honoured with that title, and 
Bell, accordingly conſented to grant him 
that requeſt. As every one in this little 
party appeared to be quite happy, and 
well ſatisfied with each other, the hours 


paſt 


— 


— * "al; ” TMP) * 


1271 

paſt away very agreeably, and ſeveral 
ſchemes for the enjoyment of the public 
diverſions in vogue, were laid : but a play 
being their favourite one, theſe ſeeming 
friends, attended by Mr. Byerſley (who 
was not cynical enough to be diſguſted 
with the company of young people) went 
on the ſucceeding ws. rok to the beſt "oy 
was ISO 7 


BELL was LET ur delighted with 
the above chatty interview; becauſe it 
afforded her a good opportunity to carry 
on her deſigns upon Welford, by engag- 
ing him in converſation; and ſhe ſucceed- 
ed; for he was now more attentive to 
her, becauſe his Charlotte had ſo great a 
regard for her: and Read (who was weak 
enough to imagine that Bell really was 
his friend, and wiſhed to promote his hap- 
pineſs with another, as ſhe had no proſpect 
of it with him herſelf) was doubly aſſi- ; 
duous to entertain Charlotte, by whom 1 
he was received wth the n _—_ | 
humour. 
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to compleat her deſigns upon Welford 
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| AzouT 4 week paſſed in chis amica 
ble manner, and Bell wanted nothing 


but a private meeting with him. This 
was not ſo eaſily to be obtained To ſend 
for him abruptly, was too bold a venture. 
To go to him herſelf was equally haz- | 
ardous, and her viſit might occaſion odd 
ſuſpicions. She therefore propoſed to in- 
vite Mr. Byerſſey, Charlotte, Welford, | 

and Read, to ſpend the following evening 
with her, which they agreed upon very 
willingly. When the day of invitation 
came, ſhe tripp'd to Mr. Byerſley's after 
dinner, and amus'd Charlotte with a ſtory, 
that her uncle had (unknown to her) de- 
fired ſome friends to ſup with him, and 
begg d that ſhe and her father would chuſe 
another evening, as her uncle's compa- 
nions would neither be agreeable to them 
nor herſelf. © I have ent to Read and 
MWelford,“ ſaid ſhe, © to let them know 
« of my. diſappointment : the latter, F 

« ſuppoſe, will be with you, Charlotte, 
4 « by 


11 
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« morrow.” 


Tux artful Arabella had, indi dif- 
engaged Read, but not Welford, whom 
ſhe impatiently expected: nor was ſhe de- 
ceived—For he, eager to meet his Char- 


lotte, came early, and was accofted by 


her with unuſual familiarity. * I am 


„ really aſham'd and concern'd, Mr. 
„ Welford,” ſaid ſhe, at what I am 
going to tell you, _ it is not in my 


« power to prevent it.“ Good God! 
Madam,“ cried he, what means this 
« apology ?—I hope Charlotte is well? 
« won't ſhe be here? *Tis about her," 
reſumed ſhe, ** that I am commiſfioned 
« to ſpeak to you : c but how will you, 
« who merit the kindeſt treatnient from 
« one of the moſt deſerving women in the 
* world, bear to hear, that you meet 
* with the unkindeſt from a perſon, who, 


n for that ſingle reafon, ought not to ve _ 


« reckon'd deſerving. You alarm me 


« exceſſively, madatn,” re replied he — 


* what can _ words drive at 
„Charlotte, 
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ec Charlotte, my unworthy friend,” * 


ſhe, never intends to ſee you more.” 


« Bleſs me,” ſaid he, full of — 
« what have I done ? Can you be ſeri- 
% ous ? I left her this morning the kind- 
« eſt, gentleſt, beſt of creatures. You 
left her, ſaid Bell, apparently worthy of 


te thoſe endearing epithets; but I called on | 


<< her ſoon after you was gone She preſſed 
% me to go with her into her dreſſing- 
„ room, and then (ſhutting the door) be- 
“ gan in the following manner.“ 


% You have often told me, my dear, 


4 Arabella, that you loved me fondly. | 
% You have now an opportunity to con; 
« vince me that your proteſtations of 


<« friendſhip were ſincere. I have a fa- 
& your to beg of you, on the granting 
& of which, the happineſs of my future 


e life in a great meaſure depends.“ I 


« was vaſtly ſurpriſed at this preamble, 
« and ſaid, 4 You are perfectly ſenſible, 


« my dear girl, that I would ſerve you, 


« in any way, as far as it lay in my 
power.“ — * You will Pants. an- 
&« ſwered 
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ce ſwered ſne, „allow that it is in your 
% power, to ſerve me at this junc- 


0 


cc 


cc 


ee 


ture, when I tell you my requeſt.—I 
beg of you to inform Mr. Welford, 
that I can never love him; and there- 
fore wiſh not to ſee him again. My 
aſtoniſhment, at hearing this fequeſts 
was as great as yours can be at preſent ; 
and I cried, what has he done? — what 


means my Charlotte? I mean, as I 


ſay,” replied ſne; ] cannot like him 
I told him at his firſt declaration, 
that *rwas better to ſtay till we knew 
more of each other before we acquaint- 
ed our fathers with our intentions to 
marry —but he would not be adviſed ; 
and I cannot ſpeak to my father on this 
occaſion z becauſe he is ſo fond of the 
odious match. Therefore, my deareſt 
friend, do you endeavour to ſee Wel- 
ford, and tell him all I fay—Tell him» 
that in caſe my father ſhould preſs me 
to give him my hand, he ought to refuſe 
me; for I cannot give him my heart; 
I ſhall certainly make him miſerable.— 
I cannot love him, I will put off my 
| da «© appoint- 


| ta) 

* appointment this evening, on purpoſe 
„ td give you an i. ere to 2 
. theſe ſentiments of mine.” 


H ERE the e muſt call to mind that 
Welford, with all his good qualities, was na- 
turally raſh and credulous ; otherwiſe we 
cannot well conceive how he could fo ea- 


- faly become the dupe of Arabella's artifice. 


It is impoſſible to. expreſs what he 
felt at the cloſe of this ſpeech. He 
was paſſionately fond- of Charlotte, and 
thought he was ſincerely beloved by her. 
His ſorrow. was more violent, as it was 
unexpected, and deprived him of ſpeech : 
but pride, in a little time came to his aid, 
when he reflected on the cauſe of it. 
He was ſtung to the quick, to be ſo de- 
ceived by a girl whom he took for the 
picture of innocence: but after the firſt 
emotions were over, reſentment ſucceeded. 
He ſtood a while to recollect his ſcatter'd 
thoughts, then bowing to Miſs Seward, 
cooly ſaid, © Your friend and I, Madam, 
are both obliged to you. Tell her, if 
you - pleaſe, that I ſhall ao more be 
«* troubleſome to her.” 


He 
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Hz was going out of the room, after 
theſe words, but Bell, who wanted to de- 

tain him, partly thro' fear that ſhe had 
not ſaid enough to prevent a re-union ; if 
he ſhould calmly conſider of the affair, 
ſtopped him. Hold, Sir,” cried ſhe, 
% pray ſtay one moment.! ſincerely pity 
« your ſituation, and am well aſſured you 
« merit better treatment. Charlotte is 
% an unkind, unthinking, ungrateful girl. 
© This fingle action has leſſen'd her as 
©. much in my eſteem as your manly re- 
* ſolution to give her up has rais'd you 
in it; Yet (though I do it with re- 
* Juctance) I muſt deliver all I was en- 
* truſted with, as your peace of mind is 

* concern'd. She is very apprehenſive, 
that either her father, or your father, 
„or perhaps both, may ſeek you, in or- 
* der to bring about a reconciliation, to 
« which ſhe can by no means conſent, 
Think therefore, Sir, of what is to be 
done, for your own quiet; and let me 
hear from you, for I promiſe to be 
« your faithful friend.” To this he 
made no anſwer, but took his leave reſpect- 
fully, and hurried away as faft as he could. 
"Fe 2 5 Wren 
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' Warn he was got into the ſtreet, he 
ſcarce knew from whence he came, or 


| - Whither he was going; but recovering 


from his confuſion he began to aſk 
himſelf what could be the occaſion of 
this ſudden change in Charlotte; and whe- 
ther he had ſaid or done any thing to of- 
fend her. © I cannot,” ſaid he, * recollect 
« any thing in my behaviour to her, from 
« whence ſhe could takethis haſly averſion, 
May it not be owing to arival? I know 

of none. Perhaps the young fellows who 
* followed her from the play (and who 
« 'firſt gave birth to the diſcovery of my 
„ paſſion) have found her out. But then 
© have been of late ſo conſtantly with 


&« her, that I muſt have ſeen, or heard 
* ſomething of them.“ 


Ar laſt Read was ſuſpected. He had 
obſerved that Charlotte had been for ſome || 
time before her laſt declaration, uncom- 
monly obliging to that gentleman. This 
behaviour of hers, therefore, confirm'd his 
ſuſpicions 3 and he reſolved, in the firſt 
moments of paſſion, to challenge him. 
But he ſoon rejected ſo extravagant a 
thought, 
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thought, and afterwards wonder'd how it 
could ever come into his head. Shall I. 
ſaid he, * ſeek to deſtroy a fellow-crea- 
« ture, or give him a chance of deſtroy- 
« ing me, for the 'ſake of a fickle girl? 
No, I will rather ſhun all connexions 
© with the ſex, and not truſt another wo- 
ee man, ſince one whom I thought the 
« lovelieſt, has proved ſo cauſeleſly un- 
« faithful.” Here the remembrance of 
all Charlotte's perfections, all her little 
tenderneſs, return'd with double force; 
He ſigh'd, nay wept : for, in ſpite of all 
the wrongs he had receiv'd, a gentle tear 
of ſenſibility ſtole down his manly cheeks. 
he was afham'd. of this weakneſs ; Shall 
« I,” ſaid he, © bethus melted with grief, 
while the ungenerous creature who ex- 
cites it, perhaps laughs at my paſt 
„ fondneſs? — But 1 will not upbraid 
her. — Contempt is the beſt puniſh- 
« ment for inconſtancy.—Should there be 
„ any remains of affection lurking in my 
heart, time and abſence may, perhaps, 
"« at length, eradicate them.“ 


cc 


cc 


He 
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1 —— home, and „ 1 
not to admit any perſon belonging to the 


Ryerfley family. He then tried to compoſe 


his. 1 that. he might reflect on what 
would moſt prudent for bim to do. 


Many ſchemes: were ſtated, and as often 
rejected. Art laſt, he came to a reſalu- 
tion to viſit foreign parts; as new coun- 
tries, cuſtoms and inhabitants. might, he 
hoped, baniſh the ill-behaving Charlotte 
from his Emo. 


His father was 0 in town the 


day following: in order, therefore, to put 


his deſigns in execution as ſoon as poſſi- 


ble, he ſet out early in the morning to 


meet him upon the road. 


W muſt now give ſome account of 


Arabella. This lady had (during the above 
tranſact ion) many fears, (thoſe conſtant at- 


tendants on guilt) leſt Welford's heart 
ſhould relent, and he ſhould make an ef- 


fort to ſee Charlotte, from a deſire to learn 
the cauſe of ſo ſudden a change in her 


inclinations, from her own lips. She 
; there- 1 
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therefore, ordered a ſervant, on whoſe 
fidelity ſhe could depend, to watch his 
motions, and bring her an exact account 
of them. The fellow obey d her punc- 
tually z waited near an hour within fight 
of Welford's lodgiogs, but finding all 
quiet, he returned to his lady; who, impa- 
tient to know how Charlotte bore her lo 
ver's abſence, ſtept to her after ſupper, 
As ſhe and her father were us'd to ſee 
Bell at all hours, they were not ſurpriſed | 
at her late vifit : but Bell herſelf affected 
to be ſo on entring the room, and cried, 
«< Where's Mr. Welford ? I expected to 
« have found him here; how long has 
e he been gone ? — “ He has not been 
e here,” ſaid; Mr. Byerſley. 4 And ſo 
& my- poor Charlottee is in the dumps ;” 
replied ſhe, (perceiving: her to be more 
ſerious than uſual) * indeed I concluded 
* he was here; but my dear,” continued 
ſne, I have met with a monſtrous diſ- 
% appointment; thoſe odious people who 
<< ſpail'd our ſaug party, never came ; ſo 
<* that J have ſat by myſelf till I am abſo- 
<« lutely vapour'd.” © I am ſorry for it,” 
ſaid 
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"Faid' Charlotte, gravely. © But my dear,” 
returned Bell, you are much worſe than 
1; perhaps ſome particular engage- 
ment has kept Welford at home. [ 
«ſent very early in the evening, both to 
« him and Read, to let them know how 
6 unlucky I'was, and imagined that the 

« former would immediately come here.“ 
Tas natural to ſuppoſe ſo,” anſwer'd 
Charlotte: Mr. Read has been here, 
and told us he receiv'd your meſſage 
s between five and ſix o' clock. I am 
* only afraid that Mr. Welford is ill, or 
c has met with ſome accident. Did your 
«ſervant find him at home?” © 1 can't 
tell,“ faid Bell; for I did not aſk him, 

«as my meſſage. requir'd no anſwer.” 
Charlotte's fears were then confirm'd, and 
the grew ſo uneaſy that her father propoſed 
to ſend to him directly; but ſhe, think- 
ing it would appear a ridiculbus piece of 
fondneſs, if nothing ſhould be the mat. 
ter, begg'd him not to ſend.—hBell then 
wiſhed them a good night, and deſired 
Charlotte to make herſelf eaſy; for that 
55 | he 


„ _ wa aw 9» 
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he wauld certainly be with her at break- 


faſt, the next morning. 


WerLrorD, having order'd his horſes 


to be ready very early in the morning, 
went ſoon to bed; but his eyes were 


ſcarcely cloſed when the idea of Char- 
lotte, lovely and faithleſs as ſhe was, haunt- 
ed his imagination. He could not recon- 


dile the laſt ſtep ſhe had taken, with her 


former conduct, nor the goodneſs of her 
heart; of both which he had ever enter- 
tain'd an high opinion. He concluded, at 
length, that ſome other lover had fallen 


in her way, and alienated her affeCtions : 


and therefore began to think he could ne- 
ver have been happy with a woman of ſo 


wavering a diſpoſition. 


Wirn theſe ſentiments he roſe, and ſet 


cout for the inn, at which he knew his fa- 
ther muſt dine in his way to London. 


NEIT HER Charlotte nor Bell could en- 
joy more reſt than he did; the firſt being 


kept awake by her anxiety avout him; 
Vo. I. D the 
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the latter, by pondering what ſhe muſt 


do farther to prevent a detection of 
her treachery, which ſhe much fear'd, 
either from Charlotte, or her father's 


| eagerneſs to ſee Welford, or the ſervant's 


tattling. She therefore wrote the follow- 


ing letter to him. 9 8 


To Mr. 8 junior. 


cc Sir, 


« T; Have been at Mr. Byerſley 3. He 
cc 


is ſo uneaſy at your abſence, that 


<« he reſolves to find you out, if poſſible, 
s and come to an eclairciſſement about 
« Charlotte; and ſhe is afraid that this 


*« reſolution will bring you back, and 


tc that her father will inſiſt upon her be- 


ing married to you: the thoughts of 
C which ſhe can't bear. The whole houſe is 


& in the utmoſt confuſion, agd every body 


© imagines that you have forſaken her. 
Charlotte encourages them to imagine 


« ſo, in order to ſcreen herſelf from her 


L father's anger. This unaccountable be- 


* C haviour 
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<« haviour of her's muſt certainly be owing 
« to a ſecret attachment elſewhere; tho I 
« could never ſift the truth out of her. 
« ] blame her exceſſively, and will uſe 
« my beſt endeavours to bring about a 
e reconciliation, In the mean time, 1 
„ ſhould be glad to ſee you, or hear from 
% you, and remain 


« Your faithful friend, 
„ ARABELLA SzwarD,?? 


This letter ſhe ſent away early in the 
morning, but Welford was not to be 
found. Bell was greatly alarmed to hear 
of his departure, and doubted not but that 
his love had got the better of his reſent. 
ment, and that he and Charlotte were 
once more happy in each other's company. 
She could not reſt *till ſhe knew whe- 
ther her ſuſpicions were well-grounded ; 
yet had not the effrontery to go to 

Byerſly-houſe. She ſent a ſervant to en- 
quire after Charlotte's health, and to tell 
her that ſhe would come and chat an hour 
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m her, if twas agreeable. Charlotte, 


like others in affliction, wiſhed for a friend 


to whom ſhe might empty her whole 
heart; and accordingly ſent word, that 
The ſhould be extremely glad of her com- 
pany. Bell was re-aflured by this meſſage, 
and went to breakfaſt with her friend; 


but neither of them could eat any thing. 


Tuzv waited *till noon, in a ſtate 
of ſuſpence, and then Charlotte loſt all 
Patience, and begg'd her father to ſend a 
ſervant to Mr. Welford's lodgings ; but 


he, who doated on his daughter, and 


pitied her diſquietude, afraid leſt the 
ſervant ſhould commit ſome miſtake, or 


diſcover any bad [tidings too abrupt- 


ly, ſaid, he would go himſelf. Char- 
lotte thank'd him for his kindneſs: 
Bell changed colour; and ſat, no 
doubt, upon thorns, leſt her malicious 
ſchemes ſhould be fruſtrated: but both 
Charlotte and her father were ſo taken 
up with their own thoughts, that they 
could not obſerve the emotions of a 


ce on. 
— Wazn 
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_  Wazn Mr. Byerſley was gone, Bell at- 
' tempted, with an air of gaiety, to com- 
fort her companion; but her gaiety had 
not the intended effect; for ſhe burſt into 
tears, and had but juſt wiped them away 
when her father returned. He was ſur- 
priſed to ſee her in ſo deſpairing a condi- 
tion, and told her that ſhe had more rea- 
ſon to ſhew reſentment than compaſſion. 
At - theſe words Bell trembled, for ſhe 
imagined, by Mr. Byerſley's ſternneſs, 
that Welford had unravel'd the whole 
plot, and diſcloſed all the tranſactions 
between them. But the tender-hearted 
Charlotte cried out eagerly, ©** Why, 
« my dear Sir, have you then ſeen him ? 
e Ts he well? — what do you mean? 
% J mean,” replied he, „that he has not 


% behaved to you like a man of honour, 


&« I enquired of his ſervant how he did, 
e and deſired to ſpeak with him; but 
was anſwer'd, that he ſet out early in 
the morning, to meet his father, I 
* was ſomewhat ſtartled at hearing this 
„ news, thinking he might have truſted 


D 3 « ys 


1 


40 us with his intentions.“ Here Char- 


« lotte interrupted her father; — . Per- 
de haps, Sir, the elder Mr. Welford was 


5 & taken ill on the road, and ſent for 


* him in a hurry.”—* I aſk'd that queſ- 
« tion, but the ſervant ſaid, his maſter 


* had not heard from him ſince he fixed 
« the day following for being in town.” 
Charlotte was far from being ſatisfied with 

this account; nor could ſhe ſoon bring 


Herſelf to believe, that her lover would 
have left her ſo long without previouſly 
coming, or writing to her, as he had 
| ſeldom been half a day from the houſe 


(after the declaration) without giving her 
notice. Her compaſſionate heart throbb'd 
for him, when ſhe feared he was in danger; 
but this glaring neglect rouzed her pride, 
and he reſolved to ſhow, when he came next 
to her, that ſhe was diſpleaſed with his in- 


difference. Bell inwardly rejoyced at the 


ſtep which Welford had taken, tho? ſhe 
blamed his conduct with vehemence ; and, 
after telling her with a ſmile that ſhe muſt, 


aotwithſtancung | _ own amiable quali- 
” ties, 
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ties, expect to find ſome faults i in a lover, 
bid her adieu. > 


, 


Werroxp had, by thia time, made a, 
great progreſs in his journey : — he ſpent 
all the morning in conſidering how he 
ſhould break his mind to his father about 
_ quitting Charlotte, and going abroad. At 
firſt he intended to communicate every 
thing that had happen'd, without reſerve ; 
but he could not bear, on ſecond thoughts, 
the repetition of what had already given 
him ſo much diſquiet : beſides, he choſe 
to make his father believe, that he had 
left her, not that ſhe had left him. 


Orp Welford was mightily pleaſed with _ 
the unexpected ſight of his ſon : but 
very ſoon aſked him jocoſely, how he 
could leave his miſtreſs? © I remember, 
„Jack, ſaid he, when I was a young fel- 
low, I thought a day's abſence before 
marriage as tedious as a month after- 
* wards.” *< I was of your opinion,” an- 
ſwered his ſon; *© the ſhorteſt abſence 
D * ſeemed 


„„ 

* ſeemed intolerable; but times are 
% chang'd—Since I ſaw you laſt, I have 
found out ſeveral particularities in Miſs 
* Byerſley, which I can never like in a 
« wife: and am therefore reſolved to 
« withdraw my addreſſes. I am alſo re- 
« ſolved, if you have no objection, to ſer 
* out for France to-morrow morning. 
Tou will not, I flatter myſelf, oppoſe 
«* the firſt of theſe reſolutions, as the lady 
* was not of your own ſeeking ; nor the 
« aft, becauſe you had often hinted that 
1 ſhould make a foreign tour, before 
I ſaw her.“ Very true, very true,“ 
ſaid the old gentleman ; “ but why all 
this prodigious - hurry, Jack? To be 


* „ ſure, if you don't like the girl, you 


* would be a fool to marry her but why 
© muſt you fly your country for one diſ- 
„ appointment in love.—I warrant there 
t are women enough to be had in old 
ce England. -T don't feel the leaſt pro- 
15 penſity to enter into the marriage- 
4 ſtate at preſent,” replied he; I had 


„much rather, Sir, purſue your firſt deſign 
for 


. 
„ for me. Well, well,” ſaid his 


father, + pleaſe your ſelf, and you pleaſe 
% me.—But have you ſo intirely quar- 


“ relPd with Mr. Byerſley's famil7? 
5 have not mention'd this affair to 
him, Sir,” anſwered he, ** becauſe I 


know he is much fonder of the match 
than his daughter is; I chuſe to keep 
cout of his way, and beg that you alſo 
would avoid him.“ —<< Why, I ſhall 
<« not like to be teazed about theſe love - 


«© matters by any of the family,“ ſaid the 


old gentleman ; © fo if you ſtick to 


your text, and purpoſe to leave me ſo 
„ ſoon, I ſhall return in a few days to 
« Yorkſhire, where I am wanted juſt 
„ now: and indeed, I came to town 
5 purely on your account.” Young Wel- 


ford thanked his father for complying ſo 


readily with bis requeſt, and, they both 
arrived at their lodgings in the evening. 


Bur how great was young Welford's 
furprize to find a letter from Miſs Se- 
ward. At firſt he flatter'd himſelf with 
D 5 hopes 


boy 
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hopes that Charlotte had entertain'd ſenti- 
ments in his favour; but he ſoon diſ- 
carded theſe pleaſing ideas, as too delu- 
ſive ; becauſe, in that caſe, ſhe would cer- 
tainly have written herſelf. He read the 
letter without any new ſenſations ; but as 
he never admired Miſs Seward's manners, 
and as ſhe was now grown particularly 
diſagreeable, (on account of her intimacy 
with Charlotte, and becauſe ſhe had diſ- 
turbed his peace, by informing him of her 
inconſtancy) he put a ſtop to the correſ- 
pondence, by ſending to her the — 
ing letter: : . Tres 


To Miſs SEWARD. 


M 4 


1 rent your friend Miſs Byerſley 
ac may no longer be under any ap- 
<«« prehenſions on my account, I beg the 
« favour of you to aſſure her that I am 

85 quite indifferent about her. Had not 


%% reminded me by a letter, I ſhould 
have 
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* have forgot there was ſuch a perſon in 


the world. I ſet out to-morrow morn- 
<« ing for Dover, from whence I ſhall go 

eto France, and afterwards ers. _—_ 
95 the tour of Europe. ä 


* Tam, Madam, 


« Your moſt humble ſervant, 


« Toun WELTORD.“ 


He diſpatched this letter early in the 


morning, and having given orders about 
his baggage, and taken leave of his father, 


ſet off for the deſtined place, 1 in a pores . 


chaiſe. 


She was, however, ſomewhat mortified, 
that the man for whom ſhe had cauſed all 


this buſtle, had eſcaped her; but plea- 


ting, herſelf with the N chat he 
D 6 would 


Ms. Jenny, Bells maid, gave this let- 
ter to her about ten o' clock. When 
ſhe had read it, ſhe immediately formed a 
ſcheme to make it turn to her advantage. 


. 


'£ bo } 

| alt return again as ſoon as he had 
compoſed himſelf; and reflecting alſo that 
his letter, by her contrivance, would effec- 
tually prevent Charlotte's being reconciled 
to him, ſhe huddled on her cloaths and 
poſted away to Mr. Byerfley's.— It was 
near twelve before ſhe got there; Char- 
lotte was then ſtruggling with her pride 
and her curioſity: the one forbad, the 
other prompted her to ſend after Welford. 
Mr. Byerſley was really vexed at Wel- 
ford's behaviour, and obſerving his daugh- 
ter's uneaſineſs with a paternal concern, 
took the opportunity of Bell's arrival, to 
retire. Bell then accoſted her friend in 
__ terms: 


3 1 au 8 my 1 Charlotte, to 
ſee you ſtill dejected, and am afraid I 
© ſhall not contribute to raiſe your ſpirits : 

* —beſides, I have a thouſand apologies 

to make, for interfering ſo much in your 
« affairs: but indeed, my dear, I have 
« acted all along with a gocd intention, 


« tbo? 1 have not met with the wiſh'd-for 
“ ſucceſs.” 


| te 
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© ſucceſs.”%—** What do you mean, dear 
«© Bell,” cried Charlotte, by making 


1 appiayes | — 29 have given no of- 


« fence.” —< I can't tell,” replied ſhe art- 


fully, „how you may conſtrue my beha- - 


t yiour in this affair; and for that reafon 
„am loth to impars all I know: but if 


* you was thoroughly ſenſible how much 


& have ſuffer'd by my friendſhip to you, 
you would n not condemn me for what I 
e have done.” 
dear friend,” replied Charlotte, © I be- 
« ſeech you: I cannot in the leaſt com- 
_ « prehend your meaning. You mult 
% know then,” ſaid Bell, (pretending to be 
| ſorry at diſcovering what ſhe came chiefly 
about) that I muſt not unburden . 


1 ill you promiſe to forgive me. 
40 You amaze me,“ ſaid Charlotte, but 


% may be aſſured, that nothing you can 


0 ſay or do will ever diſpleaſe me. 
« Keep me, therefore, no longer in ſuſ- 
« * Pence.” | 


—* Explain yourſelf, my 


(e“ To 
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6 To tell you the truth, then,” faid 
Bell, © I have written to Welford”. 
oe, Written to Welford ? © Yes, my love; 
I could not bear to ſee you ſo melan- 


& cholly, and wrote a few lines when I 


« went home, to tell him, that I thought 


c he was too neglectful; that you fear'd 
< ſome accident had happen'd to him; 
<* and that your health might be endan- 
ce ger'd by his unkind 3 con- 


* 


cluded with ſaying, that you was igno- 


« rant of my writing to him, and de- 


fired him either to ſend me an imme- 
% diate anſwer, or to make you eaſy by 
san immediate vile” 


« In pzED, Bell,” ſaid Charlotte, I am 
60 ſorry you have wrote to him. Your 
« friendſhip has carried you too far :— 
« but excuſe my impatience. 


« fend any anſwer ?” © He did, re- 
plied Bell; I wiſh he had not. But 
you muſt know it, and the ſooner the 


« better. I only intreat you not to be 


too 


Did he 


r h ĩͤ IO DERY 


Fo! 
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ec too much alarmed : we are all liable to 
« rubs: I have already met with many > 
« and you, my dear, ought not to ima- 
« gine yourſelf exempt.” She then took 
Welford's letter out of her pocket, and 
gave it to Charlotte, who fainted | away 
as on as ſhe had read it. 


BLI, though ſhe cvs to receive 
great ſatisfaction from ſeeing Charlotte 
nettled, did not think that the letter would 
have had ſuch a ſad effect, and ſcreamed out 
for help: upon which Mr. Byerſley and 
the ſervants flew to her aſſiſtance. Char- 
lotte ſoon recovered, and deſiring the ſer- 
vants to leave the room, intreated Miſs 
Seward to tell her father, what occaſioned 
her diſorder. She complied. —On giving 
the letter to him a ſhower of tears fell 
from Charlotte's eyes, which greatly re- 
| lieved her. Mr Byerſley was aſtoniſhed 

and provoked :—he threaten'd directly to 
go to Mr. Welford, and inform him how 
ſcandalouſly his ſon had behaved; but 
| Charlotte, catching hold of him, demanded 
« a mo- 


L 

a moment's patience. I am very ſenſibly 
affected, ſaid ſhe, (with ſtreaming eyes 
and broken accents) « with Mr. Wel- 
& ford's conduct; yet I cannot bear to 
<« think of your endeavouring to recall 
« him, Sir: for, by taking ſuch meaſures, 
1 you muſt appear to his family in a very 
« mean light. Let us rather ſeem con- 
< 'tented, tho', I own, the taſk is difficult. 
] am not the firſt of my ſex whom a 
e pretended lover has diſhonourably for- 
<& ſaken, and ſhall therefore not be fingly 
« unfortunate. There are, alas! too 
< many girls in my fituation. As for 
my part, I ſhall ſtudy to be calm; and, 
* inſtead of ſinking under my vexations, 


«<< moſt heartily deſpiſe the en au- 
« thor of them.” 


% "My. 3 Charlotte,“ faid Mr. By- 
erſley, I am delighted to hear you talk 
_ * fo rationally. You are certainly in the 
« right. —Paſſion had got the better of 
* one; ; but I am now leſs ruffled, 

* . © and 
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« and deem my ſelf happy in having a 


„child who can act with ſo much pro- 
« priety under ſuch trying circumſtances. 
« Be comforted, my deareſt, (obſerving a 
« freſh ſhower of tears) and remember, 
« that though you have loſt an unworthy 
© lover, there yet remains an indulgent 
“ father, who loves you fondly, and will 


do any thing to promote the tranquil- 
lity of your mind.“ Charlotte only 


thanked him, with a gentle motion of her 


head; for her heart was ſo full, ſne could 


not ak. She had felt the ſincereſt ten- 
derneſs for Welford, and could not eaſily 
diveſt herſelf of it; but ſhe us'd all poſſi- 
ble means to drive him from her ima- 
gination. Bell, too, ſtrove to divert 
her; but in vain ; for ſhe grew ſo ill 
before night, by trying to hide her anxi- 
ty, that ſhe was forced to go to bed ſooner 
than ordinary ; from whence ſhe was not 
able to ſtir for ſome days. 


Ix this condition ſhe was conftantly 
viſited by Miſs Seward, who ſeemed to 
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be. much concerned for her welfare. 
Mr. Byerſley continued very uneaſy, and 
ſcarce quitted his daughter's room during 
her confinement. He had gently rebuked 
Miſs Seward for writing to Welford ; but 
as he believed ſhe had a regard for Char- 
lotte, he attributed the motive to her good- 
nature, and earneſtneſs about her hap- 


pineſs. 


Ms. Byerſley, though he highly ap- 
proved of his daughter's ſpirit, in fo rea- 
dily giving up a man who had apparently 
treated her with ſo much contempt, could 
not be ſatisfied about this ſudden change 
In kim, nor the letters he had ſent to Ara- 
bella, both which were, in his opinion, 
very myſterious. He could not help wiſh- 
ing for an explanation, but ſtaid a few 
days, expecting to hear ſomething of Mr. 
Welford ſenior, who would not, he 
thought, ſo far approve of his ſon's 
ſchemes, as to break off an intimacy which 
had laſted many years. After waiting 


ſeveral wry without hearing of him, he 
| called 


F — <0 


1 
called at his lodgings, and was told, to 
his great ſurprize, that he had been in 
town, but was gone to reſide in Yorkſhire 
for ſome time. 


Mx. Byerſley was now as much diſ- 
guſted at the father's behaviour as he had 
been at the ſon's, and reſolved to trouble 
himſelf no farther about either of them, 
but to ſeek for a man more deſerving of 
his daughter, 


Ar Charlotte's requeſt, he had, from the 


firſt day, charged his ſervants not to men- 
tion this diſagreeable affair to any body 
who came to the houſe; but to ſay, if they 


were queſtion'd about Welford's not viſit- 
ing as uſual, that he was only a friend of 
their maſter's, and was ſet out on his tra- 
vels to foreign parts. This charge was 


prudent. Mr. Read, as he came often to 


the houſe, and never met with Welford, 


enquired after the cauſe of his abſence, and 


was anſwered much to his ſatisfaction ; 


for he had now ** of gaining Char- 


lotte's 
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lotte's affections, ſince he had no longer a 
eee rival to contend with. 


Ca RLOTTE, though. the we" ny | 
chearful in company, could not conquer 
her inclination for Welford, or her grief 
at being ſo ſeverely diſappointed. All 
her conſolation aroſe from pouring out her 
heart to Arabella, who was, by the inte- 
reſt ſhe ſeemed to have in her affairs, more 
endeared to her than ever.—But ſhe was 

ſoon deprived of that conſolation. 


1 MUST here introduce to the rea- 
der's acquaintance a lady, who is indeed 
no other than the viſiter already men- 
tion'd, with whom the Byerſley- family and 
young Welford (before he declared his 
paſſion) went to the play. This lady's 
name was Bootle : ſhe was the widow. of 
a gentleman who married her for love, 
(being in affluent circumſtances) but having 
a taſte above them, left her barely a gen- 
teel ſubſiſtence at his death. She had 
been an acquaintance of Mrs. Byerſley, 
| was very entertaining, and, tho? turned of 
fifty, 
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fifty, agreeable in her perſon. She was 


under obligations to Mr. Byerſley as 
he had aſſiſted her in managing her affairs 
when her huſband died, and frequently vi- 


ſited his daughter, from affection, as wel 


as gratitude. | 


Tris lady came every day to Charlotte 
during her illneſs, but could never receive 
the leaſt hint from her about the cauſe of 


it: however, as ſhe miſſed Welford, and 


obſerved an unuſual dejection in her, even 


after her recovery, ſhe was not long at a 


loſs for the true reaſon ; and, as ſhe had a 
ſincere regard both for her and her father, 
wiſhed to remove it. Accordingly ſhe 


expreſſed ſome concern to Mr. Byerſley, 


that his daughter's health was far from be- 
ing re-eſtabliſh*d, and told him, ſhe fan- 
cied, change of air might be neceſſary. 
4 You know, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe ** that I have 
„ an apartment every ſummer at Rich- 
e mond in the houſe of a diſtant relation: 
„there is room for you and Miſs Byerſ- 

<< 'ley, and I ſhall be extremely glad of 
;&; ren good company, if neither of you 
i | * are 


71 


. ce are diſpleaſed with the ſcheme. 1 dare 


<« ſay it will be - ar as well as an 
60 amuſing one.“ 


Mx. Byerſley approved of . * motion, 
thank'd her for propoſing it, and ſaid 
he did not believe Charlotte would have 
| any objection to it. 


Hz immediately. ic it to 1 and 
was pleaſed to find that ſne had no aver- 
ſion to a Richmond. jaunt. Nothing, in- 
deed, could have been more agreeable to 
her, as the ſeaſon approached when her 


55 beloved Arabella uſed to change the town 


for the country, and as Mrs. Bootle's re- 
lation liv'd in her neighbourhood. = 


Tux were preparing for their rural 
excurſion, when an event happen'd that 
gave the higheſt joy to Bell, but no ſmall 
ſorrow to Charlotte. I have already ſaid 
that Miſs Seward's uncle had a place under 
the government: as he was in great fa- 
vour with the miniſter, he was thought a 
| *** perſon to tranihet ſome important 

| affair 


* 
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affair abroad; and was ordered to prepare 8 


for an expedition to France. This news 
Mr. Seward communicated to his niece, 


who plotted to make it turn out advan- 
tageous to herſelf. She knew that Wel- 
ford, for whom ſhe had betrayed her 
friend, was there, and that ſhe had a bet- 
ter chance for ſucceding with him at a 
diſtance from Charlotte: beſides, if her 
plots ſhould fail, ſne hoped to pick up a new 
acquaintance at Paris, which would an- 
ſwer her purpoſe as well; ſhe was ſure of 
loſing nothing, at leaſt, by change of cli- 
mate. Her coquetry had baniſh'd all 
her old lovers in England, and ſhe was too 
well known by the men to expect any new 
ones worth having: in ſhort, a tour to 
France would, in. her opinion, (men out 
of the queſtion) eſtabliſh her character as 
a fine lady. She therefore intreated her 
uncle to take her with him, which he rea- 
dily agreed to do; for he was very fond 
of her company, and wiſhed to enjoy it, 
as he could not tell how long he might be 
detained abroad, He only begg'd her to be 


In] 

as expeditious as poſlible ; becauſe they 
were to leave England the week following. 
Bell aſſured him that he ſhould not wait 
for her, and went ſoon afterwards. to take 
leave of C harlotte. 


Noon Charlotte, who had how amuling 
herſelf 'with the thoughts of ſpending 
many ſummer-days in Bell's company, 
received the news with bitter complaints 
of her ill-fortune, in being deprived of 
almoſt every friend ſhe had in the world. 
She conjured Bell to love and eſteem her 
in ſpite of abſence, and to let her hear from 
her by all opportunities. Bell . earneſtly 
Proteſted that nothing ſhould prevent her 
loving and eſteeming her, and thatſhe would 
write as often as ſhe could. In leſs than 
a fortnight Mr. Seward and his niece took 
their leave of Mr. Byerſley and Charlotte, 
5 and ſet out directly for France. 


Tux parting between the two ladies 
was as might be expe Sed; Charlotte ſhed 
a quantity of unfeigned tears, and Bel! 
pretended to be ſincerely grieved. 


Tur 


1 


Tux day after that on which Mr. Se- 
ward departed, Mr. Byerſley had fixed 
for his Journey to Richmond ; having 
taken apartments in the ſame houſe with 
Mrs. Bootle, who was there already. In 
the preceding evening, Mr. Read ſent in 
his name, and deſired to ſpeak with him 
alone. This gentleman had been to pay 


his compliments to Miſs Seward the day 


before, and to thank her for ſpeaking ſo 
favourably of him to Miſs Charlotte. He 
dropt ſome hints to her, that he owed his 


- preſent civil reception in Mr. Byerſley's fa- 


mily to Mr. Welford's abſence, which he 
gave her to underſtand, was brought about 
by her management. Bell was alarm'd atthis 
ſurmize (knowing it was too well founded) 
but as ſhe did not chuſe he ſhould think ſo, 


ſhe aſſured him he was quite miſtaken,” 


and that ſhe u onder'd he ſhould enter- 
tain ſo extravagant a notion. She own'd 


ſhe had ſpoken favourably of him, but 
believed that Mr. Welford's abſence was 
occaſion'd by ſome miſunderſtanding be- 


eween him and Charlotte. Read, having 
Vor. I. E : no 
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no reaſon to doubt her veracity, was ſtill 
better pleaſed than before, and begg'd 
that ſhe would continue to be Ins friend. 
She anſwered him coldly, that ſhe was 
_ Boing to France with her uncle, and 
ſhould not attempt to influence Char- 
lotte for him, or againſt him. 


Hz then reſolved to communicate his 


thoughts to Mr. Byerſley; and accordingly 
waited on him at the time above- mention'd. 


Mx. Byerſley received him with his ac- 
cuſtom'd politeneſs, and (as he deſired) in 
private. I come, Sir,” ſaid Read, © to 
declare to you the perfect eſteem Ihave 
« for your amiable daughter, to ſollicit 
c your approbation of my addreſſes to 
cc her, and to beg that you would in- 
« fluence her in my favour. My cha- 
* racter is well known, my fortune is con- 
<« ſjderable, and if I am ſo happy as to 
e gain Miſs Byerſley's conſent, the dif- 
* poſab of it ſhall be left to her.” 


Ma. Byerſley was not diſpleaſed with 
this offer; for he wiſhed, as I mention'd 
before, to Tee his daughter well matried, 


and 


42 


ad had no objection to Read: but, being 


determined to leave his daughter free to 
chuſe, he only told him, that he was obliged 


to him for the honour he intended him; and 
that he would never force her inclinations, 
As this was a better anſwer than Read 
expected, he replied,” If Miſs Byerſley is 
* not pre- engaged, and has no averſion 
* to me, I hope that time and my repeated 
<< aſfiduities wall make an impreſſion on 
eher heart.” Mr: Byerſley anſwer'd, I 
„believe Charlotte will not engage her- 
«ſelf without my knowledge; but we 
ce are now going to Richmond for a great 
part of the ſuinmer ſeaſon, where I ſhall 
e be glad to ſee you, whenever 'tis agree- 
% able. Vou muſt not however expect 
| me to bias my daughter.“ Read was 
going to ſay ſomething, but her entering 
che room er ira | 


As 33 44. Read wh Aan them, Mr. 
Byerfley related to Charlotte, all theirprivate 
converſation; and concluded with ſaying, 
that he thought him not amiſs, if ſhe could 
las Aim for a huſband. Sir,“ ſaid Char- 
E 2 latte, 
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2 
lotte, * 4 man's being not amiſs, is a poor 
& recommendation to your daughter. I 
« own I thought of being happy with 
* him whom I choſe to paſs the remain- 
« der of my life with; but ſince I have 
e been ſo groſsly deceived, I ſhall not 
« dream any more of conjugal bliſs : but 
* ſhall be contented to paſs my future 
% days in promoting your felicity.” 
„ But, my dear child,“ faid he, don't 
« you think I ſhould be happier, if you 
« were well ſettled, than I am at preſent ? 
« Believe me, Charlotte, I would not wil- 
« lingly leave you friendleſs and ſolitary 
in the world: your ſex is expoſed to 
c“ numberleſs difficulties and dangers; and 
| < therefore ſtands in need of protection: 
„ who then is ſo proper to ſupply the 
ce place of an indulgent father, as an indul- 
« gent huſband ?” — «< Dear Sir,” ſaid 
Charlotte (with her eyes bathed in tears) 
<« hope you will long be, yourſelf, my 
« kind protector: for the loſs of ſo ten- 
46 der, ſo affeCtionate a parent would in- 
« deed expoſe me to numberleſs N ad 


te 
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ties, and make me feel the moſt pierc- 
ing ſorrow :—TI cannot bear to think of 
it.”—** Do not weep, my dear child; 


1 alfo hope to remain long with you; 


but life is very uncertain, and we 
ſhould always be prepared to reſign it 
when ſummon'd by the wiſe diſpoſer 


of all things: and how can ] be ſo pre- 
pared, while the darling of my heart 


has no proſpect of a defender after - 
wards ? — What will the united accom- 


pliſhments of thy perſon and thy mind, 


together with that goodneſs of diſpoſi 
tion, and the fortune I ſhall bequeath 
thee, avail? But I diſtreſs thee too 
much. Be comforted, my deareſt 
child; for tho* J wiſh ſincerely that 
you was married, I wiſh at the ſame 
time that you was happily married, 


and will therefore never inſiſt upon your 


taking a man whom you cannot look 


upon with the eyes of affection and 


— 6 


eſteem, as well as duty.” “ Oh, Sir!“ 


replied ſhe “you over- power me by this 


exceſs of tenderneſs. Let us, if von 


« pleaſe, change the ſubject. — So WC: 


E 3 cc will, 8 
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«* wil,” aid he, 40 «fe your 4 are 
«at preſent too much flurtered.” oy 


Tax next day they went to Richmond, 
where Mrs. Bootle received them with 


great ſatisfaction. Charlotte had always 


deen fond of the country, and would have 
been ſupremely delighted with. the addi- 


tional company of her beloved Arabella. 


In Tpite of all her efforts, Welford was 
ſtill uppermoſt in her thoughts; for, tho” 
the blamed the deceiver, ſhe loved the 
man, and longed to talk over the happy 
moments which ſhe had enjoyed with him. 
As Mrs. Bootle was ignorant of the late 


tranfactions between them, and not inti- 


mate enough to be truſted with them, 
ſhe had no dach en but her father; 


and to him ſhe was aſhamed to confeſs. 


her weakneſs ; or to reſume the ſubject 
of their laſt converſation in town, by men- 


_ tioning Welford's name. 


Tux arrival « Mr. Read, after they 


nad Leen only two days at Richmond, 


obliged * Byerſley to tell his daughter 


again, 
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again, that he had given him leave to 
come, but that ſhe was at liberty either 
to ſee or avoid him. She thanked him 


for his condeſcenſion to her, and ſaid, “1 


« wiſh, Sir, I could approve of Mr. Read, 
* becauie you ſcem to eſpoule his inte- 
« reſt; but I think he is of too fickle a 


« turn; otherwiſe he never would have 


* 


left Miſs Scward, ſo abrubtly, for 
% my, ſake. A wavering lover will, 
e in all probability, make an inconſtant 
„% huſband. —Bur, ſetting aſide his beha- 
« yiour to my friend, I cannot eſteem 
& him.—Al men are indeed, at preſent, 


* 
K 


« difagreeable to me, but eſpecially Mr. 


Read; I therefore intreat you would 
whe diſpenſe with, my ſeeing him.” 


5 As they were in the garden when the 
fervant brought them word of Read's ar- 


rival, Charlotte took that opportunity to 


flip up ſtairs unſeen. Mr. Byerſley then 


went into the parlour, and told him he 


was ſorry he had not informed him ſooner 
of his A e reſolution. She has 
2 declared, ſaid he, that ſhe cannot 


\ 
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e receive your addreſſes, and begs you 
- ** would excuſe her not coming down.“ 


Reap, who, from the reception Mr. 
Byerſley had given him in town, came 
fluſh'd with the hopes of gaining Char- 
lotte's affections, was thunder-ſtruck at 
her refuſal.— After a few compliments, 
he withdrew, repeatedly declaring, that if 
his daughter could be prevailed on to ad- 
mit his addreſſes, he ſhould be the happieſt 
man in the world, 


Wurm Charlotte came down, ſhe re- 
tuen her father a thouſand thanks for 
complying with her deſires, and to ſhow 
her gratitude, appear'd uncommonly chear- 
ful. Mr. Byerſley was charm'd at the re- 
newal of her vivacity, and did every thing 
in his power to encourage it; and, with 
the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Bootle, who was 
herſelf very much diſpoſed to be chear- 
ful, they paſſed ſeveral weeks in mutual 
ſatisfaction : ſometimes they rode about 
the environs, and ſometimes walked in the 
public gardens. The latter exerciſe they 
enjoyed moſt frequently. fe 
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Ov E morning the two ladies hap- 
pened to go, without Mr. Byerſley to 
the gardens. After rambling longer 
than uſual, they ſat down in one of the 
temples. When they were ſufficiently re- 
freſhed, they roſe to ſaunter homewards, 
and had paſſed thro? one of the walks before 
Mrs, Bootle miſſed her ſnuff-box. They 
turned back immediately ; but before they 
came to the bench, on which they hoped 


to find it, a ſprightly young gentleman 


accoſted them, and bowing to Charlotte, 
in a very gallant manner, preſented the 
box to her. Madam,“ ſaid he, I 
« juſt now found this box on one of the 
« ſeats in that temple (pointing to it) and 


« if it belongs to you, think myſelf lucky 
in having an opportunity to reſtore it to 


<< the right owner.“ This lady,” replied 
Charlotte, miſſed it not long ſince.” She 
then gave it to Mrs. Bootle, who thanked 
him for his politeneſs ; and both courtſey- 
ing, they were going to ſtrike into another 
walk, when the gentleman thus addreſſed 
them : 
E 5 Oy 
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ce | gore, ladies, you will not think 


$* me impertinent, if I accompany you. I 
« am a. perfect ſtranger here, and ſuch 


<« agreeable guides would. conſiderably in- 
$ creaſe the pleaſantneſs of the place.” 


As he ſpoke theſe words with a degagce 
air, and had the appearance of a man of 
faſhion, Mrs. Bootle anſwered with a 
fmile ; * You would not be a great win- 
« ner, if your requeſt was granted; for 
« we have already wearied ourſelves in 
* the gardens, and are going to leave 
them.“ | 


« I PRESUME, Madam,” ſaid he, look- 
ing at Charlotte, as if he wiſhed that ſhe 


would anſwer him, from the little know- 


* ledge I have of this place, that you 
* cannot have the heart to quit it ſo haſ- 


e tily. 1 ſhall be very forlorn when you 
* are gone; and therefore, hope you will, 


«© at leaft, permit me to attend ybu to 
* one of the doors—and a great deal far- 


„ ther,” (bowing very ww) « if you will 
e forgive my intruſion,” — But, ſup- 


2 e poſe 
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« poſe we don't forgive your intruſion ?”? 
faid Mrs. Bootle, (who wanted to keep 
up the converſation, as ſhe afterwards, de- 
clared, to ſee how he would acquit him- 


felf,) © Why, Madam,” replied he, if 


« you don't abſolutely forbid me (and I 
„ am not apprehenſive of ſo terrible 2 
«- word) cuſtom, you know, has autho- 
e riſed us to Judge very favourably of 2 
0 lady? s filence in theſe 7 he 


« men always take care,” anſwered ſhe> 


* to interpret every thing to their own 
« advantage z but my companion muſt 


not be neuter in this affair,” (turning 


to Charlotte) © and without her appro; 
<« bation, 1 poſitively forbid you to go a 
« ſtep farther.” The gentleman, | who 
wanted to engage Charlotte in conyerſa- 
tion, was fo charmed with Mrs. Bootle, 
becauſe ſhe ſeemed to favour his deſigns» 
that he could not hide his Jay. © I am 
« infinitely obliged to you, Madam,” 
faid he, © for referring the deciſion of 
© my fate to this lady, (looking at Char- 


lotte) « who will not, I flatter myfelf, be 
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e leſs merciful to me than you have 


been. There is ſo much ſweetneſs in 


« her aſpect, that 1 cannot fear her diſ- 
e pleaſure.” Charlotte, who now Med 
the addreſſes of all men, and would have 


been glad to get rid of the ſtranger, re- 


plied, with a look full of indifference, 


'« Appearances are very deceitful, and we 
* defire no addition to our company.” 


„ *Egad, Madam,” returned he briſkly, 
« I amentirely of your opinion ; for two 
ladies and a young fellow are the pret- 
« tieſt party in the univerſe: and ſince 


we are ſo happily grouped together, 


* *tis a pity we ſhould be ſo ſoon Giviged. 
« —Let me therefore prevail on you,” 
(continued he, in the moſt infinuating 
manner to Charlotte, and offering to ſeize 


her hand) © to prolong my felicity, by 


« taking another turn :” but ſhe beginning 


to think he was too free, ſaid, «+ We 


« have told you already, Sir, that we 


« were going to quit the gardens, and 


« cannot help being ſurprized at your at- 
0 tempts to detain us.“ 


Hz 


0%]. 


— 


He EN at frſt, that Charlotte was 
only affectedly coy, but now perceived 
that ſhe was really vexed ; and that his 
perſon and addreſs had not made the im- 
preſſion on her, which they ſeldom had 
fail'd to do on moſt of her ſex : however, 
as *twas his maxim never to deſpond, he 
hoped for more ſucceſs with Mrs. Bootle, 
and therefore paid all his reſpects to her 
for a while, as ſhe ſeemed not averſe ei- 
ther to his figure or behaviour. I 
Would not preſume, ladies, to detain 
„ you againſt your inclinations,” ſaid he; 
% but ſince I am ſo unfortunate as not to 
be able to keep you by all the rheto- 
ric J am maſter of, may I hope, Ma- 
<« dam,” (addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Boo- 
tle) * to find you here again? and may.I 
„ alfo beg that it may be to-morrow at 
e the ſame hour? Don't refuſe me every 
+ kind of conſolation” added he, gently 
preſſin g her hand. 


Mas. Bootle obſerving that Charlotte 
was impatient to be at t home, and diſ- 


liking 
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| liking the exceſſive liberties he took, with- 
drew her hand, though he ſeemed un- 
willing te part with it, and ſaick gravely to 
bim, We never make aſſignations with 
« ſtrangers; ſo, Sir, F wiſh you a good 
„ morning.” They then left him to ru- 
minate on theſe words, and tripp'> away 
to _ lodgings as I as $05 

could. | 


Tux wan tid: a while in 
fufpence, whether he ſhould follow them, 


odr truſt. to chance for another interview; 


but, conceiving fome hopes that he ſhould 
| have a great deal of ſport with his new 
game, he retired to a bench, and there 
confider'd what methods were moſt likely 
to forward his defigns upon Charlotte, 
whoſe face he recollected to be the ſame he 
had feen at the play with Welford. He 
had” indeed enquired particularly after 
her family, character and fortune: but, 
being inform'd that a treaty of marriage 
was on foot between them, he thought 
no more of her at that time : but when he 
Lame to Richmond, his ſervant, one day, 


acciden- 


1 7 
accidentally met Mr. Byerſley's, and affe- 
ed him if his young lady was married ? 
to which he anfwered, No, nor like- 
„ly to be.” This news his fervant in- 
ftantly brought to him, with the perſon's. 
name at whoſe houſe they todged ; and 
he was actually forming a ſcheme to be- 
come acquainted with her when the above 
: N — 


I MUST now-give * en fond and 
count of this immenſe fine gentleman,, 
who proved to be a e hot- headed 
2— os 


Sm * * was young, krely 
ind handſome, with good natural talents: 
he had had a liberal education, but fallingin 
with a ſet of libertines, and women of the 
town (who were fond of his external ac- 
complifhments) he ſoon'tearn'd to prac- 
tiſe all the faſhionable vices, without think - 
ing of the conſequences, and to boaſt of 
them afterwards without a bluſh. He was 
a great admirer of the fair ſex, but by 

n chiefly * the moſt aban- 
don'd 


— —— — — 
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bandon* d part of it, had imbibed a W 


error, that no woman can reſiſt the im- 
. portunities of a man ſhe likes.“ As he 


Was vain enough to think himſelf irreſiſti- 
bly charming, and had met with few re- 


buffs in his amours; his aſſurance was not 


to be conquered.— He had contracted an 


irreconcileable hatred to matrimony; and 


therefore, as ſoon as he beheld the beau- 
ties of Charlotte's perſon, he laid a * 


for the demolition of her virtue. 


| Wis Sir Gran: was 3 ſo 
much miſchief, Mrs. Bootle and Char- 


lotte redoubled their pace, for fear he 
- ſhould purſue them; the former all the 


way telling the latter what a conqueſt 
ſhe had gained: but Charlotte was far 
from being elevated with the thoughts of 
It, and declared that ſhe never ſaw a more 
diſagreeable man. — Nay, Miſs Byer- 
« fley,” ſaid ſhe, © he is certainly a very 


c pretty fellow.—I am ſure he is vaſtly 
& charm'd with you, and I doubt not 
 « but you will be better reconciled to 
5 him in time; * cannot, J ſuppoſe, 
IH „ 
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« have a thorough diſguſt already. Upon 
« my word he appears quite like a man 
« of faſhion ; and if a match ſhould be 
« brought about from this day's adven- 
« ture, I ſhall, without jeſting, expect a 
SY handſome preſent: for had I not 

«© been a careleſs creature, and loſt my 
% box, we Tight perhaps never have 


e ſeen him.“ 


Ix this jocoſe humour they came home, 
and diverted Mr. Byerſley with their ren- 
contre, but both reſolved not to viſit 
the gardens for ſeveral days. Sir George, 


on the contrary, ſpent almoſt his whole 


time there, in hopes of ſeeing them, but 
to no purpoſe: at length his patience be- 


gan to be exhauſted, and he thought of 


ting other Peaſures. 


Six 8 had a ſervant who always 
aſſiſted him to execute his 4utriguing 


ſchemes with great fidelity: to him he 


communicated this new one, and deſired 
him to plot well for him; „ For,” ſaid 
ke, *] muſt have Charlotte at any rate.“ 


I ſup- 
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« I fut ppoſe, Sir,” anſwered John, ce your 
oy "honour would chuſe to try gentle means 


4. ip ſt, 9966 Icare not what means, replied 


he, * only let them be quick and fure.” 
« Suppoſe, Sir, you ſhould write. —I be- 
e lieve I can perſuade Miſs Byerſley's 
& ſervant to deliver a letter privately ;— 
your honour has often ſucceeded that 
« way.” « 37. a; faid Sir George, 
« but ſhe is the ſhyeſt little devil I 
ever met with: and T expett to have 
& a confounded deal of trouble with her 
te virtue —But if I gain her at laſt, 
« ſhe will amply reward all my toils.” 
He then ordered John to go and ingra- 
tiate himſelf with Miſs yea 8 ſervant, 
| whi le he Wrote. 


Hz fat down, and in all the wan- 
tonneſs of imagination ſketch out a 
billetdoux, which was, in his 'own dear 
opinion, ſufficient to raiſe tender emotions 
in any girl in Chriſtendom. He had 
juſt Teal'd it, when John returned and faid, 
If you have a mind, Sir, to meet with 
&« your new miſtreſs, now is your time. 


© —ohe 
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« —She. and her, companion, . are gone 
«into the gardens : I ſaw them at the 
very door, and ran Way directly to let 
you know.” 


SIR George made haſte to overtake. 
them, and coming behind them unawares, 
accoſted them with the utmoſt familiarity. 
As there was nothing exceptionable in him 
but his immoderate afhrance, they an- 
ſwer'd him civilly, but more coolly than 
before. He kept cloſe, however, to Char- 
lotte's ſide, and as ſoon as ſhe turned her 
head towards him, offen d his. letter, She 
was both ſurprized and diſpleaſed at this. 
freedom; but, ſoon recollecting herſelf, 
declined accepting it, aloud, with a ſcorn- 
ful look. He preſt her with, more eager- 
neſs, and bynthat means occaſioned a more 
vehement refuſal. He was then piqued 
at her treatment of him, put the letter 
careleſly into his pocket, turn'd on his 
heel, and ſtaring full in her face, repeated, 
with a contemptuous ſneer, thoſe lines in 

the Orphan : 


© Who'd 


121 


- «© Who'd be that fooliſh, ſordid thing, 
_ __ call'd man, 
% TO. cringe thus, fawn and Aatter, &c.” 


He then addrefled himſelf to Mrs. Bootle, 
and began to rally the ſex in general for 
their cruelty: but ſhe, having ſtrictly obſer. 


ved his whole behaviour, and finding that 


Charlotte was very uneaſy, left him abrupt- 
ly. They both quitted the gardens with 
a reſolution not to viſit them again during 


5 their ſtay at Richmond. 


Sin George ſtaid not long after them, 


but went home, called for John, curs'd 
Charlotte's pride, gave both her and him - 


ſelf to the devil, and vowed to be revenged 


on the coy prude, wien might be che 


conſequence. = a 


ArTzR a long conſultation, they hatch'd 
a ſcheme, which was to be put in execu- 
tion, as ſoon as my could find a lucky 
minute, 


[ 931 


Six George, on the following day diſ- 


patched his ſervant to London (for he 


was detain'd himſelf at Richmond by the 


illneſs of a wealthy old uncle, whoſe for- 


tune he expected) in order to procure a 


houſe, convenient for the reception of 


his prey. John return'd, and gave a ſa- 
tisfactory account of his negotiations. 


They only waited then for Mr. Byerſley 


going to town, as he frequently did, in 
the middle of the week. They very ſoon 
learn'd that Mr. Byerſley was actually 
going to ſtay three days, and agreed 
therefore to hazard their villainous pro- 
ject on the ſecond day. In purſuance 


of their ſcheme, Sir George went to the 
place of rendezvous, and John waited to 


coy off the lady. 


Mus. Bootle had often intreated Char- 

lotte to go with her to viſit an agreeable 
family at Peterſham. But ſhe as con- 
ſtantly deſired to be excuſed. And Mrs, 
Bootle, rather than leave her alone, often 
| deprived — of a gue deal of plea- 


ſure, 
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ſure, by ſtaying away. In the very after- 
noon Sir George fix d upon, a ecard was 
deliver d from the family at Peterſham, 
which, contain'd ſo preſſing an invitation, 
that ſhe ſhewed it to Charlotte, in order 
to induce her to accompany her. But 
the attempt was vain; for ſhe ſaid ſhe 
was unfit for company that afternoon, and 
inſiſted on her friend's going without her. 
Mrs. Bootle refuſed ſo long, meerly out of 
complaiſance, that Charlotte reſolved to 
make her go, where ſhe knew her incli- 
nation led her, and told the ſervant her- 
ſelf that Mrs. Bootle would wait on the 


ladies. Then turning to her, ſaid, You 


muſt £0 now, for I have promiſed you 
WE will.“ | 


-3 geen lest ber willy; 50 had not 
Pie gone an hour, when a meſſage 
came from Mr. Byerſley, intimating that 
he had been taken dangerouſly ill upon 
the road, and under a neceſſity of being 
carried into a houſe before he could reach 
his own, and earneſtly deſired to ſee his 
daughter. 
— CAR - 


j 


Fa 


CuARLOT T E, frighten'd at this unex- 


pected news, order'd the coach to be got 
ready without loſs of time; but the meſ- 
ſenger telling her he had brought one by 
her father's order, ſhe threw herſelf into 
it, directly: and, he jumping up behind, 


they proceeded towards London as faſt as 


the horſes could draw them. 


TRE arrived in town, in the duſk 5f 
the evening; but had it been lighter, 


Charlotte's eyes were too much blinded 


by tears, to diſtinguiſh any object about 
her. At laſt the coach ſtopped—and ſhe 


was conducted into a back- room, on a 


firſt floor in a decentlleoking houſe: 


where the firſt -perſon ſne 'faw was Sir 
Geotge Ayres. Though ſhe was alarmed 


at the "fight of him, fhe did not immedi- 


ately ſuſpect his treachery, but eagerly in- 


treated him to carry her to her father.— 


« He is not here; nor ever has been, Ma- 


« dam,” faid Sir George. —** That ſtory 
« 1 invented, in order to enjoy your com- 


« pany alone.“ Good heavens !” cried 


Charlotte, ſtaring wildly, (for ſhe began to 


have 


1 
' 
| 
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| have ſome notion of her danger) © to what 


% am I deſtined?” — © To the greateſt 
„ happineſs, my angel!“ (replied he, claſp- 
ing her to his breaſt) which you ſhall 
« experience in theſe fond arms. 


© Stand off, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, diſengaging 


herſelf from his graſp, and endeavouring 


to recover her ſpirits.— What could have 
© induced you to treat me in this man- 


* ner? - But no matter ;! will not ſtay 
to be inſulted.” She ran to the door, 
and finding it bolted, ſcreamed ſo vio- 


lently, that a gentleman, (luckily coming 


down from the ſecond floor) rapp'd at it, 
and demanded the cauſe of that fcreaming, 
« Oh Sir,, cried Charlotte, whoever you 
& are, make haſte and ſave me from the 
« worſt of men. I am confined here by 


„ him for the moſt ſhocking purpoſe.” 
The perſon without, could hear no more, 


for Sir George ſternly bade him retire, 


telling him he was with his wife, who 


wanted to eſcape from him. Say you 


„ ſo, Sir George,” anſwered the other, 


] did not know you was married ; but 
+ I 


[97] 
« [ muſt beg leave to have one peep at 
4c your lady. Indeed Iam not his wife, in- 
& deed I am not,“ cried Charlotte; but 
« have been decoyed hither againſt my 
« inclination, and will amply reward my 
« generous deliverer, whoever he is.” 
No anſwer being made, Charlotte began 


to deſpair—her ſpirits ſunk, her ſtrength 


fail'd, and ſhe ſwooned away in her ſe- 
ducer's arms; who, finding he was known, 
and not chuſing this adventure ſhould 
afford town-talk, was ſtriving to revive 


her, when the perſon who had rapt at the 


door, return'd with a poſſe to her relief. 
The noiſe they made at the door to torce 
it open, rouzed Charlotte from her fit. 
As ſoon as ſhe lifted up her eyes, 


ſhe ſaw her deliverer, who ran in- 


ſtantly to ſupport her, for Sir George 
had left her to enquire into the reaſon of 
ſuch an uproar.— He was ſomewhat diſ- 
concerted to find the author of it an old 
az cquaintance, whoſe honour and courage 
were indiſputable; but not caring to en- 
danger his perſon on ſo trivial an occaſion, 
as he termed it, he attempted to rally his 
Vol. I. — 2 antagoniſt 
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antagoniſt out of his good intentions. His 


attempt, however, was vain; for, looking 
upon the lady as an unhappy victim, whom 


he ought to protect, he aſſured her, that 


he would defend her at the ere of his 
life. ä 


ec rigs E,; \Frankly,” cried Sir George, 


. ñdꝗon't be impertinent, you would not 
like to be ſerv'd fo yourſelf, —Tis a 


« ſtrange thing that a man can't have a 
« girl in a corner, but half the town muſt. 
* be raiſed upon him.” Sir George,” 
replied Frankly, you are not acting at 
« preſent the part of a gentleman. You 
“ have deceiv'd and frighten'd this lady 


(pointing to her) who has put herſelf 
' <. under my protection, and Pl take care 


« ſhe ſhall not be diſappointed.” 


« S1R,” returned the Baronet, ** you 


% may, perhaps, be ſorry hereafter, for 


« having troubled yourſelf about my af- 
&« fairs.” F rankly was going to reply ; but 


Charlotte, who dreaded the conſequences 
of the altercation between them, beſought 


him fo earneſtly to conduct her to her 
father, 


E 
father, that he led her down ſtairs di- 
rely, order'd a coach to be called, 
and bad the fellow drive as quick as poſ- 
ſüble to Mr. Byerſley's. 


WHILE they were in the coach, Char- 
lotte told him every particular relating to 
Sir George's behaviour, and finiſhed her 


narrative with repeated thank to him, for ſo 


generouſly interfering in her behalf. 1 


« am very fortunate,” Madam, faid he, | 
« in having been of ſervice to you; but 


you are under no particular obligations 


« to me; for I have done no more than 
« my duty.” A man of true honour and 


humanity will always hazard his life in 
the cauſe of diſtreſſed innocence. 


Wu they arrived at Mr. Byerſley 35 
he was juſt come home, and very much 


ſurpriſed to ſee his daughter (who he 


thought was at Richmond) led into the 
room by a very agreeable young gentle- 
man, whom he had never ſeen before. 
Charlotte immediately ran to him, and- 


Fe: ſaid, 


| 


11 


ſaid, ** Oh, my dear papa !—how much 


« am I rejoiced to ſee you again.— I have 
«© been ſadly frighted ;—but this gentle- 
* man — to him you owe your daugh- 
e ter.” —She could utter no more. Ihe 
violent agitation of her ſpirits, was too 
much for her tender frame to bear ; and 
ſhe would have fainted a ſecond time, 
had not a ſhower of tears very ſeaſonably 
relieved her. Mr. Byerſley preſſed ker 
tondly in his arms, and deſiring the ſtran- 
ger to be ſeated, told him, he would add 
greatly to the obligations he was under 


to him, by relating the cauſe of his 
daughter's unexpected return to town : 


For the poor girl,“ ſaid he, is at 


4 preſent incapable of telling me herſelf.” 


Mr. Frankly then related all that had 
paſt, and Charlotte confirmed the truth 
of it. Both the father and daughter ex- 

preſſed their gratitude in the ſtrongeſt 
terms. But let me not,“ ſaid the for- 
«© mer, be ignorant of the man's name 
% ho has preſerved my child.“ — “ My 


4 N Sir, is Frankly; and if you will 


give 


101 
« give me leave to make my ſelf better 
« known to you, I ſhall think this event 
4 a very fortunate one: it has already 
« proved ſo, indeed, by introducing me 
to ſo worthy a family.” Mr. Byerſley 
anſwered him with a bow, and'afſured him 


he ſhould always find a hearty welcome at 


his houſe. Frankly then wiſhed them a 
om night. 5 


Bur to return to Richmond: 


Miss Byerſley's maid, after the coach 
was driven from the door, began to 


think that ſhe ſhould not have ſuffered 
her miſtreſs to go at ſo late an hour by 
herfelf : but, tho* ſhe could not prevent 


what was paſt, ſhe was in hopes that 
Mrs. Bootle might be prevail'd upon to 
endeavour to overtake her. To Mrs. 
Bootle therefore ſhe ſent directly, who 


came 2s ſoon as ſhe could, not knowing, 
| however, at firſt, what to do, ſo great 


was her ſurprize. She propoſed to diſpatch 
a man and horſe, but the maid could not 
tell, to what houſe her maſter had been 


carried. 
1 Mas. 
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Mus. Bootle was extremely unea- 
ſy, becauſe Mr. Byerſley had left his 
daughter to her care: and becauſe her 


youth and beauty might be expoſed to a 


thouſand dangers. In ſhort, ſhe was diſ- 


tracted with apprehenſions, and never 
_ cloſed her eyes all night. —In the morn. 


ing ſhe ſet out to London, in the firſt 


coach ſhe could hire, and arrived at 
Mr. Byerſley's about noon, where ſhe 


was greatly ſurpriſed to find both him 


and Charlotte in good health, and _ 


to ſee „ | 


EN D of the Firſt Book, 


CHIT CHAT, &e. 


B OO K the SECOND. 
IR George Ayres, tho' he was 
exceſſively chagrin'd at his diſ- 


y appointment, was more charmed 
with Charlotte than ever. Her beha- 
' viour (libertine as he was) touched him, 


and he could not help acknowledging the 
juſtneſs of it.—“ How amiable a crea- 


e ture ſhe is!“ ſaid he, I never 
&« lieved, till this moment, that there was 
e ſuch a being in the world as a woman 


* ſtrictly virtuous; opportunity and impor» 
“ tunity, I thought, were enough to thaw 
00 the icineſs of a veſtal, but tis evident that 
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* ſhe can withſtand them, or ſhe never 
could have reſiſted my ſollicitations.“ 


IIx reflected on bis late conduct with 


unuſual thoughtfulneſs, and was con- 


vinc'd that, if he ever married, he could 


never find ſo good, as well as ſo fine a 
woman for a wife; neither her fortune nor 
family being deſpicable, tho* not equal 
to his own : he therefore, after fome 
ſtruggles of conſcience, - determined to 
make honourable addreſſes, not having 
the leaſt notion that any woman could re- 
fuſe a man of his rank, figure and eſtate, 


He roſe in this humours yet curs'd Frank- 


ly a thouſand times for interrupting him: 
& Tf that fellow,“ ſaid he, „had not reſ- 
© cued the girl, ſhe would have been, 
« ere now, at my feet; inſtead of which 
SH muſt go to hers.” Here pride, and 
the looſeneſs of his diſpoſition checked 
Bis matrimonial reſolves. He could not 
bear the thoughts of giving up his liberty 
for ever; but Charlotte's unaffected ſweet- 
neſs was ſtill ſo powerful, that he could 

| | . not 
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not reſolve to let her abſolutely eſ- 
cape him.—In ſhort, he wrote a letter to 
her father, in which he begged to receive 
her from his hands, and incloſed a few ſub- 
miſſive lines to herſelf. —** Can I but gain 


&« her heart,” ſaid he, on any terms, 


« I ſhall be eaſy -I muſt be revenged on 
that dog Frankly, tho'—yet I will not 
_ © fight—no, not for a Gunning, 


Sir George's jetter arrived at Mr. Byer- 


f ley? s ſoon after Frankly, who came to know 


how Charlotte had ſlept after her fright, 
As Mr. Byerſley was not acquainted with 
the hand-writing. he haſtily broke the 


ſeals, and after a haſty perufal, read 
it aloud : he then preſented the incloſed 


to his daughter, who returned it un- 
open'd : Frankly was highly pleas'd with 
the manner of her returning it, and 


could not but ſmile at the baronet's *. 
 rious propoſals. © Indeed, Madam,“ Rid 


he to her, you have an uncommon in- 
« fluence over Sir George. Few ladies 
e have power enough to reclaim fo aban- 
don'd a libertine.”—< I can never per- 

1 : e ſuade 
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« ſuade my ſelf,” replied ſhe, that 1 


„ have ſo much power; nor do] think it 
* ſafe to make the tryal.” 


Mx. Byerſley heſitated a little, whether 


he ſhould ſend a written or a verbal an- 
wer ; but fearing that the latter might be 
miſconſtrued, he called for a pen and ink, 
and wrote the following lines : 


To Sir Gro AvRss, Bart. 


85 « Sir, 

= Fra the treatment my daughter 
has received from you, I am ſur- 
« priſed that you can think of her being 
&* reconciled. —Y ou muſt alſo have a very 
mean opinion of me to ſuppoſe—but I 
« will not waſte time. Your viſits to a fa- 
« mily whom you have ſo much injured, 


60 


VV can never be agreeable, and will there 


1 * ſore never be admitted. 


© R. BykRSLE 5. 


Hz read this to the company, and re- 


eciving their approbation, ſent it away | 
di-etly. 


Tux 


1 

Tur meſſenger did not find Sir George 
in the ſame humour he left him in. 
He had contemplated on matrimony over 
and over, and began not to reliſh the 
thoughts of it. He repented of his raſh- 
neſs, and wiſhed he had taken ſome other 
method to cure his paſſion.—But there 
was another reaſon for this change in ſo 
ſhort a time : 


As ſoon as he had diſpatched his let- 
ter to Mr. Byerſley, his truſty purveyor 
John, came to inform him that he had juſt 
got ſcent of a ſpecial fine girl, as hand- 
ſome as Charlotte, and more come-at- 
able, and to be had at a reaſonable price. 
Sir George, charm'd with the proſpect of 
a new amour, rewarded his pimp well, and 
had ſent him with a commiſſion to ſecure 
her, when the anſwer to his letter came. 
_ He humm'd it over careleſsly, damn'd the 
whole family, and threw it into the fire, 
He was indeed ſtung at the refuſal, and at 
firſt thought of cutting their throats ; but 
a new milleeſs baniſh'd every ting elſe - 


from his imagination. 
F 6 Mus. 


* 
1 


Mus. Bootle, as her friends had regained 

their uſual peace and tranquillity, ſet out for 
Richmond, to ſpend the remainder of the 
| feaſon but promiſed to make frequnt trips 
to town, becauſe Charlotte earneſtly de- 
fired, not to return with her. 


CHARLOTTE now began to wonder that 
ſne had not heard from Arabella, to whom 
ſhe long'd to communicate every thing ſhe 
had met with, ſince her departure for 
France. She alſo wiſhed to know whe- 
ther Bell had ſeen Welford at Paris ; but 
reſolved not to write about him. In a 
few days the fo much wiſh'd-for letter 
came, but gave little ſatisfaction: for it 
it was very ſhort, and contained * 
relating to her lover. 


To Miſs CnaRLOT TE BYVERSTE V. 


Dear Charlotte, Paris. — 
1 Have a thouſand apologies to make 
I for not writing to you before; but 1 
hope you will excuſe my negligence, — 
In ſhort I have been ſo eternally en- 


« gaged in parties of pleaſure, that I have 
, not 
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« not had the leaſt opportunity to ſcrib- 
« ble,-Well—Paris is a moſt heavenly 
« place, I wiſh you would come and 
« frolic among us. — You can't think 
« what a charming ſet of companions I 
« have pick'd up here; and how happi- 
« ly I live.— Write ſoon, my dear girl, 
« and believe me to be 


« Your ſincere Rn 
4c ARABELLA SEZWAR D.“ 


In this trifling manner did Bell write 
to her friend. She had not indeed ſeen 
Welford, but knew where he was: for he 
had ſet out for Rome a little before ** 
arrival. 


Sou girls of a certain ſpirit would have 
thought the above letter a very unkind one, 
and have been apt to doubt the ſincerity 
of the writer's friendſhip; but Charlotte was 
ſo infatuated with Arabella, and her ſim- 
plicity of heart was ſuch that ſhe could ſee 
no fault in her, and firmly believed that want 
of time, not want of inclination, was the 


cauſe of ſo ſhort and ſo trifling an epiſtle. 
: FRANKLY 


[10] | 


 . FrankLy was by this time very inti- 

mate with Mr. Byerſley and Charlotte, — 
He was young, gay, eaſy, and agreeable» 
and would have been entitled to their 
eſteem, without thoſe recommendations, 
for his generous behaviour. Charlotte, 
tho? ſhe ſtill retain'd the ſame affection for 
Welford, and was indifferent to Frankly, 
could not help being prepoſſeſſed in favour 
of the latter, on account of his paſt ſer- 


' vices, and the amiableneſs of his man- 
ners. If her heart had been entirely diſ- 


engaged, he would perkaps have gain'd it; 
but as it was not, ſhe felt only a brother- 
ly regard for him, and treated him with a 
ſuitable familiarity. But he felt a different 
ſentiment—As his heart was free from 
any attachment, he could not behold and 
converſe with ſuch a woman a Charlotte, 
without more than brotherly emotions: 
finding, however, that her eſteem aroſe 
merely from gratitude, and that ſhe had a 
great averſion to marriage, he forbore 
making any declaration, till he could ſee 
a change in his favour, He lived in hopes 
that 


Ein 
that time er the frequent opportunities he 
had of being with her, would ripen her 
eſteem into love. Mr. Byerſley too, hav- 
ing enquired into his character and for- 
tune, and found them both unexception- 
able, hoped that Charlotte would one day 
look upon him with the eyes of affection. 


DurinG theſe tranſactions at London, 
Miſs Seward coquetted with all the Eng- 
liſh gentlemen at Paris, and enter'd fully 


into the ſpirit of the place. Among thoſe 


who profeſſed to be her admirers, there 
was a young baronet whoſe perſon and 
addreſs were very engaging, and whom 
the particularly encouraged. But before 1 
delineate his character, *tis neceſſary to in- 
form the reader that Mr. Seward died ſoon 
after his arrival at Paris, and left the great- 
eſt part of his fortune to his niece. 


Six Francis Tyers's eſtate, was not, 
when he came to the poſſeſſion of it, ſuita- 
ble to his title; but he had render'd it much 
leſs ſo by rioting and extravagance. His 
, at laſt, — ſo clamorous, and 


the 
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the huſband of a lady (with whom he had 
had an intrigue) was ſo bent on revenge, 
that he thought it moſt prudent to retire 
to France, till the ſtorm was blown over, 


and arrived at Paris ſix months before Miſs 
Seward. 


Si Francis had 8 behaved to Bell 
in a very gallant” manner, but when he 
found that ſhe had a confiderable indepen- 
dent fortune by her uncle's death, he re- 
doubled his aſſiduities ; and, arm'd with 
reſolution, „told his fond tale, and was a 
« thriving woer,”” In ſhort, ſhe conſented 
to marry him, as ſoon as ſhe returned to 
England, for which ſhe made my pre- 
parations. 


1 


WnN Mr. Seward went to F rance, he 
imagined that the buſineſs he had to tranſ- 
act would detain him there ſeveral months, 
and therefore permitted a friend to occupy 
his town-houſe ; leaving directions for his 
houſe at Richmond to be let, which was 
accordingly done ſoon after his departure. 
155 . however, did not regret the loſs of theſe 

| 2 | habitation: ; 


1131 
habitations; for ſhe was grown ſo fine a 
lady, that the thoughts of coming to ei- 
ther of them would have diſtracted her.— 
The great fortune ſhe was juſt in poſſeſ- 
ſion of, and the title ſhe was going to en- 
joy, filled her head with romantic ſchemes 
of gaiety and magnificence. She there- 
fore wrote to an acquaintance of hers near 
the court, and deſired her to provide ſnug 

lodgings for her in that part of the town, 
"till he could find a hotel to her geut, a 


_ CHrartorTTs:, all this time expected to 
hear again from her old friend, as ſhe had 
anſwered her letter directly, and inform 
her what had paſs'd during their ſepara- 
tion: preſſing her at the concluſion, to 
dedicate a few moments to friendſhip, and 
to write oftener. But ſhe forbore to men- 
tion Welford's name, (tho' her heart 
yearn'd to know ſomething of him) for 
fear the letter ſhould miſcarry : ſhe for- 


— — —„—- — r 
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bore alſo, on the ſame account, to men 


tion her adventure with Sir George Ayres. 


To 
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To this letter of Charlotte's, Bell re. 


turn'd no anſwer. She was therefore both 


ſurpriz'd and concern'd to read of Mr. 


Seward's death in the public papers: but 


when the news was confirm'd, ſhe wrote a 
letter of condolence, and begg'd to know 
when her friend intended to ſet out for 
England. Bell caſt her eyes over it with a 
careleſs air, and flung it into her dreſſing- 


bx, as a bagatelle not worth a woman of 


faſhion's regarding. 


Dvuzinc Bell's preparations in France, 


Charlotte by degrees recovered her natu- 


ral chearfulneſs.— Her father procured all 


the amuſements he could for her ; ſhe was 


very happy in Mrs. Bootle's friendſhip, 


and Frankly made it his ſtudy to 
oblige her. 8 


FRANK LY had now been intimate with 
the family near half a year. As he took 
care not to appear like a lover, leſt he 
ſhould be deprived of the familiarity with 
which Charlotte indulged him, ſhe grew. 
0 every 


. 8 
every day leſs reſerved. This alteration 


in her behaviour very much rejoiced her 
father, and encouraged Frankly to hope 


it was poſſible to cure her inſenſibility. 
An open declaration would, he knew, ba- 


niſh him for ever from her ſociety, even 
if ſhe approved of it; and he choſe rather 
to be treated like a brother than run the 


riſque of not ſeeing her at all. He ſaw 
Mr. Byerſley was pleaſed with him, and 
would often, to ingratiate himſelf ſtill 
more, conſult him about his on private 


affairs: As I have lately loſt one father,” 
he would ſay, © I muſt try to get ano» 
« ther; and 1 know not any, body elſe, 


on whoſe judgment and candour I may 
« ſo ſafely depend. . 


Tnus would he often talk before Char- 


lotte ; but ſhe only conſidered him as a 


rallier, and was rather pleaſed than offend- 


ed with his ſpeeches. One day he came 
abrubtly into the room, where ſhe was 


ſitting alone, and ſaid, „I ſhould be glad 


* to ſee Mr, . ; for I want to talk 
= with 


. 
with him about particular buſineſs.— 
* My papa is jult gone out, replied ſhe, 
but if you can't ſtay till he returns, and 
will truſt me with it, III relate it to 
„ him as well as I am able, when he 
„ comes home.“ You are always ve- 
ry obliging, Miſs Byerſley,” ſaid he, 
« but J want his advice about a law ſuit, 
* and it would be unpolite to trouble you 
« with ſuch crabbed ſtuff.— am, indeed, 
t almoſt aſhamed to aſk your father's 
« opinion, but he has often deſired me 
to apply to him with as little ceremony 
« as if I were his own ſon.” And, I 
“ am ſure, Sir,” replied Charlotte, he 
« will take as much pleaſure in aſſiſting 
„ you with his advice, as if he were 
&« really your father“ 


FRANKLY, though he was, at the be- 
ginning of this dialogue, far from intend- 
ing to reveal his paſſion, could not let 


| ip the opportunity which Charlotte ſo 


| innocently gave him, and after ſome he- 
ſitation, he ſaid with great earneſteſs, I 
44 wiſh with all my ſoul, Madam, that 1 

cc was 
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« was indeed related to your father, and 
« *ris. in your power to make a union be- 
« tween us for ever.” He was going to 
proceed, but, on perceiving a change in 
Charlotte's cheeks, fear d he had ſpoken too 
raſhly, and, in order to recover his faux-pass 


he thus intreated her forgiveneſs: © I beg 


« don, Madam; I am afraid that the 


* ſuddenneſs of my declaration has of- 


«* fended you, —I own I did not myſelf 
* deſign to make it, but do not deſpair 
« of being excuſed by you : I long 
* to unburden my whole heart to you. — 
J have loved you a great while, Ma- 
dam, in the ſincereſt manner, and ſhould 
have diſcovered my paſſion ſooner, had 
« I not dreaded the thoughts of loſing 
« your company, in caſe of a refuſal.— 
This apprehenſion prevented me from 


giving the leaſt hint of it; but it has 


now eſcaped my lips in an unguarded 
% moment. I only beg to meet with the 
« fame favour you have already ſhown 
« me, if you cannot return my love.—I 


vel will never abuſe your goodneſs, nor 


&« aſk 
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60 alk for an explanation of your ſenti- 
ments on this occaſion, *cill you your- 
e ſelf are inclin'd to diſcloſe them.” 


As Charlotte had never felt any paſ- 
ſion but gratitude for Frankly, ſhe was 
not ſo much embaraſſed for an anſwer, as 


when Welford declared himſelf her lover. 
„ will not keep you, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, 


long in ſuſpence : — I owe you more 


e regard than any other man, becauſe you 


* have been my preſerver; and will, 


« therefore, entruſt you with a ſecret, 


« which no body but my father, and one 


« female friend, (not at preſent in Eng- 
% land) knows of. The ſervices you have 
« done, require this frankneſs, and I have 


« the greateſt reaſon to believe that you 


« will not make a wrong uſe of it. My 


% heart, Sir,” continued ſhe, with a 


gentle ſigh, which ſhe tried in vain to 


ſuppreſs, « is already engaged. But you 


* may be always aſſured of my [grateful 
“ efteem.—I hope you won t require any 
& farther explanations.” 


FRANKLY, 
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' FRANKLY, who hardly dared to expect 


a more favourable reply, thanked her for 


the confidence ſhe had placed in him, and 
yowed ſhe ſhould never have cauſe to re. 
pent.— Adding, that he would not re- 
ſume the ſubject of their converſation, if 
ſhe would only permit his viſits as a 
friend. 


Hz then began to talk of indifferent 


things; and Charlotte, pleas'd with his 
ready acquieſcence, recovered her gaiety, 
and treated him with her uſual freedom 
and good humour. 


Wazn ſhe was in private with her fa- 
ther, ſhe told h'm all that had paſſed, and 


begg'd he would not be diſpleaſed with 


her for not accepting his addreſſes. 


Mx. Byerſley, finding that his daugh- 
ter ſtill permitted Frankly to viſit her, 
and behaved to him as uſual, hoped 
that ſhe might yet change her opi- 
nion; and therefore 3 applauded | 
— the 
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the anſwer ſhe gave him : telling her, at 
the ſame time, that he ſhould never be 
Oey with any thing ſhe did. 


Ix the beginning of the winter, Miß 
Seward came to her apartments in Pall. 
mall, where ſne was ſoon after privately 
married to Sir Francis; a houſe was then 

order'd to be prepared for her in Groſ- 
venor- ſquare, in the moſt ſuperb and ele- 
gant manner, ſhe not chuſing to receive the 
compliments of her friends in ready. fur. 
niſh'd lodgings ; and lived _—_ till it 
was fit for her en | | 


As Sir Francis's chief view, by mar- 
riage, was to pay off his old debts, in order 
to contract new ones with a better grace; 


he never troubled his head about the or- 


ders his lady gave. While ſhe amuſed 
herſelf at cabinet- warehouſes and china- 
ſhops, in purchaſing various kinds of 
nicknacks, at an extravagant price, he 
ſported away large ſums with as much un- 
concern in billiard- rooms and at hazard. 
tables. 


As 


1 

As ſoon as Lady Tiers entered her new 
houſe, ſhe was impatient to ſee her for- 
mer companions, that they might be wit- 
neſſes of her grandeur. She therefore diſ- 
perſed her cards about very liberally : one 
of which Charlotte receiv'd; it contained 
cheſe Words : F 


- Lavy Tiers's compliments. to Miſs 
« Byerſley.—She ſees een every day 
« this week. 


* Monday morning. 
Groſvenor- ſquare.“ 


Tuts card confirmed the news which 
Charlotte had heard ſeveral weeks be- 
fore ſhe received it, of her friend's ar- 
rival in England, and marriage with Sir 
Francis Tiers ;. but to which * had given 
no credit, not imagining that ſhe could have 
ſo little regard for her as not to acquaint 
her with ſuch an important event. The for- 
mality of the meſſage was, ſne thought, not 
conſiſtent with their former familiarity; but 
ſhe had, notwithſtanding, ſo good an opi- 
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nion of her, that ſhe imputed the ſeem- 


ing change in her manners to the real 


change in her condition. Taking, there- 
fore, the firſt opportunity to pay a viſit 
of congratulation, ſhe ordered the coach 
to be _— the next morning. 


1 wovlp not have my polite female 


readers imagine, by this intended morn- 


ing- jaunt, that Charlotte (tho' ſhe kept 
little company) was quite ſo ignorant as 
not to know that the evening is moſt 
proper for a ceremonious viſit. Char- 


lotte loved her Arabella, and longed to 


hear every minute incident that had hap- 
pen'd during her abſence : ſhe therefore 


choſe the morning, that ſhe might con. 


vince her, by going as ſoon as ſhe found 


out her place of abode, that time had not 
impaired her friendſhip, and in hopes of 


meeting with her diſengaged. 


CrarLoTTE arrived at her friend's 
houſe about noon, and was told by the 
ſervant at the door, that his lady was not 


ſtirring. She then deſired to ſpeak with 
Mrs, 


1123 ] 
Mrs. Jenny her maid, ſuppoſing ſhe lived 
with her, but the footman only knew her 
by the title of Mrs. Handy, my lady's wo- 


man: and ſent to tell her that ſhe was 


wanted below. 


Lapy Tiers was then dreſſing; ſo that, 
when the meſſenger rapp'd at the door, 


and whiſpered to Mrs. Handy, ſhe cried 
out, „What can that fellow want now? 
« Have not I told you, I will not be 
e diſturbed while Jam dreſſing ? „La! 
« Ma' m,“ faid Handy, © he ſays ſome 
« body in a coach aſks for me; I am 
« ſure I can't divine who it can be?“ 
« No matter,” replied my Lady, © a 
« very impertinent creature, I warrant, 
« by coming ſo early in a morning.— 
« But you ſhall not leave me 'till I am 
* fit to appear.“ The ſervant, who heard 


his lady's anſwer, returned to Charlotte 


with it ; and ſhe then ſent up her name. 
* Oh la, ma'm ! who does your ladyſhip 


„ think it can be? Miſs Byerſley, to 
« be certain.” . Lard, what could 


2 * induce the girl,” ſaid lady 
G 2 Tiers, 
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Tiers, © to come at this time of the 


* marning ; but ſhe knows no better ;— 


«< £0 down, Handy, and ſee what ſhe 
% wants.—Stay,—you're always in ſuch 


« a pro-digious hurry : give me the 


% rouge firſt ; and harkee, — ſend up the 
e fellow to cx my hair.—Here, Handy, 
come back, —ſhow her into the beſt 
room, and let her wait there till it is 
proper for me to be viſible. 


8 


Ms. Handy chen went down Wan ring 
and courtſeying to Charlotte, whom ſhe 
found in the Hall, and who received her 
with great good humour, inquiring after 


her lady's health very earneſtly, as ſhe 


was afraid it was in a bad ſtate, becaule 
ſhe *roſe ſo late. Oh! dear Ma'am,” 
ſaid Handy, my lady ſeldom riſes 
“ ſooner : tho? indeed, ſhe had but a lit- 
60 tle rout laſt night, only a few of Sir 


0 Francis' s friends, not above a dozen 


<« tables; but my lady, Ma'am, will be 
c vaſtly glad to fee you, I am certain, 
«© Ma' am, if you mn ſtay till he: has 


got her clothes on.” 
| CHAR- 
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CHaRLOTTE, not uſed to be treated by 


her friend in this ceremonious way, was 


a good deal diſconcerted. Mrs. Handy 
conducted her into a large room furniſhed 


in the moſt gawdy manner (but without 


a ſpark of fire, tho* the weather was very 


cold) and deſired her to fit down there, 
while ſhe returned to her lady, who rung 
with great violence, and cried out, as ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw her woman, I have alter'd 
« my mind—let the unfaſhionable animal 
come up—ſhe will ſerve to divert me.” 


Handy found Charlotte ſhivering like an 
aſpen leaf, and looking at a fine piece of 


carving over the chimney, in the form of 
a Chineſe temple. She received lady Tiers's 
ſecond meſſage, and followed Handy up 
ſtairs very chearfully. But how was ſhe ſur- 


prized, when ſhe ſaw her friend, inſtead 


of running to her with open arms, ſitting 


before a large glaſs, in a looſe ſack, with- 
out ſtays or handkerchief, and a French 


valet attending with the curling-irons. 


She juſt roſe on Charlotte's entring, and 


6 3 return'd 


(e 
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return'd her friendly embrace with a cold 


ſalute on each cheek; and then ſurveying 


her from head to foot, burſt into a loud 


laugh, and ſaid, Indeed, my dear, | 
e beg your pardon ; but I have not ſeen 
ͤſo perfect an Engliſh figure, ſince my 
arrival; -— ſo neat — and ſo formal. — 
„ Lard, child, if you could but make 2 


tour to Paris, you would be quite an- 


«Cc 


& other creature.” ——*<© I am afraid | 


* ſhould be another creature,” replied 


Charlotte gravely ; * for indeed, my dear, 
you are very much alter'd - but I come 
* to wiſh you joy on your marriage, 
% and to aſk a thouſand queſtions, if 
„vou are diſpoſed to anſwer them.“ 
* © aye, child!” replied ſhe, 1 ſup 


«© poſe you expected, if the truth were 
* known, to hear about Welford: but 


TER £ F | 
] have not ſeen him, I aſſure you: he 


c 


left Paris before I arrived there but 
indeed, Charlotte, *tis time to forget 
& him now: what, have you got no 


* 


* other gallant to ſupply his place.“ 1 


» 


don't defire to ſupply his place?“ ſaid 
1 Charlotte, 


„„ „ 
Cn © nor do I wiſh for gallants 
« —] have ſuffered by them too much al- 


« ready. — A faithful friend was once, 


I flattered my ſelf, in my poſſeſſions 
" but XK 


Here ſhe was interrupted by the en- 
trance of a gentleman whom ſhe too well 


recollected, and who was indeed Sir George 
Ayres himſelf. Her confuſion at the ſight 


of him, could not be concealed from lady 
Tiers, who cried, © Lard, child, what's 
* the matter with you? I hope you are 
« not frighten'd at the appearance of Sir 
e George? Tho' I wonder,” turning to. 
him * what brings you here ſo early ? 


Tour good luck laſt night, ſure, 


« woud'nt let you ſleep?” 


SIR George, averichfioadion his aſſu- 
rance, was, at firſt, ſtartled at the ſight of 
Charlotte; but he ſoon recovered himſelf, 


and took no more notice of her, than if 


ſhe had been an utter ſtranger. He re- 
plied to lady Tiers, * Why, faith, Ma- 
dam, the cards did run very croſs with 

6 4 — 
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= 0 you laſt night. Curſe me if I did not pity 

* your bad hands. I came at this early 
hour purely out of compaſſion, and to 
% know if you will try to retrieve your 
* loofigs at the maſquerade this even- 
„ing? „ What maſquerade ” re- 
plied ſhe? © I have heard nothing of 
it. That may be,” ſaid he; for 
<« *tis only a private ſet at lady Riot's 3 
„but I have a ticket at your ſervice.” 
Let's ſee it, thou dear creature,” cried 
her ladyſhip; „ let's ſee it this minute.” 
The baronet then produced it, and while 
Arabella's eyes were running over it, full of 
tranſport, Charlotte, who only waited for 
an opportunity to retire handſomely, roſe 
up, and told her ſhe ſhould be very glad 
to ſee her when the hurry of her engage- 
ments was over, Lady Tiers, who began 
to be -heartily weary of Charlotte, bid her 
adicu, with a ſmiling face, and told her 
ſhe would endeavour to find a fare half 
hour to call upon her. 


As ſoon as Charlotte left the room, 


ow Sir * who had beheld her with new 
deſire, 


r 


deſi re, began to form new ſchemes, in order 


to gratify both his love and his revenge. 


Though he knew little of lady Tiers's 


diſpoſition, having only been introduced 
to her acquaintance by Sir Francis, he ſaw 


enough of her to imagine that he could 
ealily prevail on her to forward his de- 


ſign. With this view he aſked her if ſne 


had long known that young lady, and 
what was her name. Bell, who would 
have choſen any other ſubje&, replied, 
that ſhe was a poor aukward thing, knew 
nothing of the world, and lived in an ob- 


ſcure part of the town. The girl's fa- 


„ther,“ ſaid he, was formerly ac- 
« quainted with my uncle, and therefore 


„ ſhe took it into her head to viſit me.” 


— Hem but the maſquerade, dear Sir 
George; what dreſs have you order'd ?* 
pon my ſoul,” anſwered he, ſhe is a 


<« fine creature I would give half my ef- 


e tate to purchaſe her.“ © Pſhaw, 
„ pſhaw,” ſaid lady Tiers, (who began 


to be piqued. with hearing him launch 


out in Praiſe of Charlotte) 1 ſuppoſe 
G 5 e you 
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you may have her for a quarter of it. * 

«© —Say you ſo, my dear lady,” cried the 
baronet, then by all that's lovely, 
« I will. And what think you of go- 
ing halves with me in this affair? You 
are intimate with the young tit, and 1 
can ſee her very conveniently at your 
„ houſe.” I am aſtoniſhed at your 
+ impudence,” ſaid her Ladyſhip, (with 
an affected diſdain.) Do you take me 
&« Sir to be either old or ugly enough 
for a procureſs ? -I would”—< Hold, 


hold, my angel,” ſaid he, „I adore 


« you. —Your charms are far ſuperior to 
e that girl's; but hear me patiently.— 
« You know that you are (thanks to 
&« bad cards) deep in my debt, and that 
% your honour is concern'd. This debt 
I will cancel entirely, if you will con- 
« deſcend to aſſiſt me; and, in the mean 
« time, I beg your acceptance of this 
“ fnuff-· box: He then preſented to her a 
box ſet with diamonds with a graceful 

air, which ſhe as gracefully received, and 

ſpeaking more cently than before: Well, 

| 1 '* well, 


Ne * 
&« well,” ſaid ſne, . I would be glad to know 
&« what ſaucy propoſal you have now to 
« make; for ſaucy I am ſure it muſt be if 
« jt comes from you.” * Since that's 


« your opinion,” replied he, catching her 


in his arms, „I will give you proofs 
that you are not deceived in me.” 


Lavy Tiers liked theſe ſorts of free- 
dom too well to be very angry at them; 
ſhe, however, affected a ſurprize, and 
faintly breaking from him, deſired him 
to proceed with his requeſt about Char- 
lotte. I muſt then tell your ladyſhip, 
« that I firſt ſaw the young thing at the 
* play laſt winter, and would have fol- 
„ lowed her home; but Lord ***#** in- 
„ ſiſted on my going with him in his 
© chariot to White's. Laſt ſummer I 
% met her at Richmond; and decoyed 
“her from thence ;z but my deſigns were 
__« accidentally fruſtrated juſt at the criti- 

cal minute. Afterwards I made ſerious 
„ propoſals, but they were rejected by 


A 


« her father; for which treatment I vow 
revenge, and to be free, muſt find 


G 6 „ qut 


** 


[ 132 1 
„out another Aae if you fide to 
s aſſiſt me. 


Lay "BY Ky now had a double 


ſtisfaction, at the thoughts of ruining an 
innocent beauty, and of gaining a confi- 


derable ſum, told him ſhe would manage 
his affair as well as ſhe could: “ but,” 


ſaid ſhe; © IT will not be publicly ac- 


<« ceflary to it on any account: Char- 
e lotte, I ſuppoſe, will often come to viſit 
« me; and if you meet her at my houſe, 
FR who can help it, you know?“ — Ay,” 
ſaid he, eager to purſue his project, „but 
% you muſt not be neuter, Except you 


<« repay her viſit ſoon, or deſire her to 


come to you, we ſhall make nothing of 


„ our plot.” © Lard, Sir George,” re- 
plied ſhe, © do you imagine. that I can 


« be prevailed on to mörder ſo much 
« precious time in a viſit to her? No, in- 
% deed: I have a million of engagements, 
« which I would not put off for the In- 
% dies. All I can do for you, is to ap- 


paint her to come here; tho' you mult 
ebe out of the way, and leave me to 


4 Con- 


B35) 2 bp 
e contrive.” © My charmer,”. replied 
he, you quite tranſport me; but ſay— 
25 hat evening ſhall be the happy one? 


« Tt can't be this week,” ſaid my lady; 


6 becauſe I ſhall have company every 
„ day.” „ *Sdeath,” cried Sir George, 
* a week's an age to a man in my 
4 condition ;—fay, ſhall it be next Mon- 
day ?— Well, perhaps it may, but 


« huſh! I hear the ruſtling of filks, 


22 


no more 


« upon the ſtairs 


Wa LE the worſt deſigns were thus car- 
rying on againſt the innocent Charlotte, ſhe 


was returning home to her father, with her 
head full of the change ſhe had diſco- 
vered in Arabella: diſappointed of the 


pleaſure ſhe expected of a boſom friend, 
and ſhocked at every thing ſhe had heard 
and ſeen, ſhe for ſome time blamed her 


C | extremely : but her good ſenſe and good 
nature inclined her, at laſt, rather to pity: 


than to blame her. How do I know,” 
ſaid ſhe, ** but that J might appear equal- 
« ly ridiculous, were I poſſeſſed of as 


large a fortune; ſhe was not always 
4 e thus, 


” 
. - — 
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e thus, and may, perhaps, live to ſee 


„ and repent of her errors.” Thus did 
the amiable Charlotte endeavour to pal- 


' Hate her friend's behaviour; and, when 
ſhe got home, ſtrove as much as ſhe 
could, to throw a veil over her follies; 
and not to heighten them for the diverſion 


of her father and Frankly. But her mind 
was very uneaſy : ſhe could not think 


_ calmly of giving up all the happineſs ſhe 


had imag'd to herſelf,' on Bell's return 
to England. She wiſh'd to enjoy as many 
private hours with her as ſhe had en- 


| Joyed before their ſeparation, and was 


ſorry to find there was ſo great an inti- 
macy with Sir George ; becauſe the fear 
of meeting him would hinder her from 


going as often as ſhe had intended. 


Six George called on lady Tiers every 
ſucceeding day, to put her in mind of 
her promiſe: : which ſhe perform'd on the 
very next Monday, by "OA the follow- 
ing card. 


0 Tu IS 


E 


« JTEHISs evening, between ſeven and 


« eight, is the firſt opportunity I ſhall. 


cc have to ſee my dear Charlotte alone.— 
« hope ſhe will excuſe my vivacity, 
e when I had laſt the pleafure of her 
% company, which, I fear, was too great 
« for my ſerious friend: but I am well 


« aſſured of my Charlotte's good-nature, 


c and expect ſhe will poſtpone all other 


* engagements, and fly to the arms of 


ce her ever- affectionate 


Groſvenor - ſquare. «A. Taiz? 
Monday morning. 


* 


Tris card arrived too late for ſucceſs; 
for Charlotte had been ſeized the even- 


ing before with ſo violent a fever, that a 


phyſician was conſulted, who declared it 


was a fore- runner of the ſmall-pox, and a 


bad ſort too; but ſaid that it would not 
be proper to tell her ſo, leſt the ſurprize 
ſhould prevent its coming out freely, 
upon which her life depended. Mr. Byerſ- 
ley was exceſſively alarmed at the doctor's 

report, 


1 


| report, and ſent to Mrs. Bootle; defir- 


ing her to ſtay a few days at his houſe, as 
he could not bear the thoughts of truſt- 
- ing his darling to the care-of a common 
nurſe. She very obligingly complied 
with his requeſt; but found Charlotte 
much worſe than ſhe expected. 


Ms. Byei ſley, to whom Lady Tiers's 


card was brought on the Monday morn- 
ing, told the meſſenger, that his daugh- 


ter was dangerouſly ill of the ſmall- 


pox. 


WEN lady Tiers received this meſ- | 


ſage, ſhe rejoiced to think that Charlotte's 
beauty would no longer give her any anxi- 


e.ty: and when ſhe told Sir George of 
his miſtreſs's condition, he replied, with a 


grin, Egad I believe the devil has ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of the girl, in order 
et to jockey me.—— With all my heart; 


« for I would not give a pinch of ſnuff for . 


* Race ſcarified. by that curſed diſtem- 
« per.” His only concern was about 
giving up his winnings too haſtily to her 
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ladyſhip ; 
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ladyſhip z but he comforted himſelf with 
the hopes of meeting with ſome other 
handſome young friend of her * who might 
do as well. 


Poor Charlottes diſtemper increaſed 


daily till it came to the turn, and then the 


phyſicians gave her almoſt- diſtracted fa- 
ther ſome hopes of her recovery. Frank- 
ly, who really loved her, not only for the 
charms of her perſon, but the mildneſs of 
her affections, and the gentleneſs of her 
manners, ſpent a great part of every day 
with Mr. Byerſley, that he might conti- 
nually.hear how ſhe was; and tried to al- 
feviate his concern : by which humane 
behaviour he render'd himſelf a greater fa 
vourite than ever. 


Mas. Bootle ſat up many nights with 


Charlotte, who was often light- headed, and 
then raved about Welford and Arabella, 
the two perſons who had been ſo very 
dear to her. When the violence of her 


fever abated, and her ſenſes returned, ſhe 


ſoon. found out her diſorder; ſo, on put- 


ting 
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ting her hand to her forehead, ſhe felt a 
firange roughneſs, and recollecting what 
ſhe had heard of people in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, immediately cried out, Good 
** God, % have certainly got the ſmall- 
% pox.” Lucky was it that ſhe remained 
ſo long ignorant; for had ſhe known it at 
firſt, che ſurprize might have killed her. 
** Don't be alarm'd, my dear, Miſs By- 
« erſley,” ſaid Mrs. Bootle, who fat by 
her bedſide © you are out of danger, and 
* will, I truſt, recover apace,” * Oh! 
« Madam,” replied ſhe faintly, „ will 
my misfortunes never end * ? This is, in- 
_ deed, a very great one.” © You muſt 
de not think ſo,” ſaid Mrs. Bootle, ** as 
long as you are ſo much better. Your 
«© Papa, Mr. Frankly and myſelf, have 
« been rejoycing to hear the doctors ſpeak 
& fo favourably of you.” © Oh! Mrs, 
% Bootle,” returned ſhe, ** you don't 
know all.” There ſhe ſtopp'd;—for 
ſighs and tears would not ſuffer her to 
proceed | 


Ta15 
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Tris extreme uneaſineſs of a young la- 
dy, on the loſs of her beauty, which ſhe 
never ſeemed to value, may, perhaps, ap- 
pear at firſt ſight unnatural ; but let the 
reader ſuſpend his judgment a while, and 


[ will produce reaſons for that uneaſineſs, 
which, I hope, will be deemed ſatis- 


factory. 


Ir has already been obſerved that Welford, 
notwithſtanding his ſuppoſed ſlighting be- 
haviour, had ſtill a place in her eſteem; and 
tho? ſhe thought that youth and the little 
knowledge he had of the world, might have 


inclined him to rove after variety; ſhe could 


not help flattering herſelf that he might 


one day repent of his haſty departure, and 


return again to ſollicit a reconcilement. But 
the ſmall-pox cruſh'd all her hopes of this 
ſort, as ſhe was thereby going to be quite 
a different creature, and far leſs agreeable 
in her perſon. In ſhort, the anxiety ſhe felt 
was ſo great, that it made her fever re- 
turn; yet, having an excellent conſtitu- 


tion, ſhe grew better again in a ſhort 


time, 


] 
| 
| 
\ 
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time, and was able to fit up : but ſoon 


found by peeping in the glaſ-, and by the 
hints of thoſe about her, that ſhe muſt 
content herſelf with being only not fright- 


f ul: ſo great a havock had her diſorder 


made, that the return of beauty could ne- 
ver be expected. She often aſked, if lady 


Tiers ever ſent to enquire after her, but 
always received negative anſwers: (That 
lady was too much engaged to think about 


her.) The card that came the firſt day of 


ber illneſs had been ſhown; from the pe- 
ruſal of which, ſhe fancied her friend had 
ſtill a regard for her; yet ſhe could not | 


account for her neglect afterwards, Mrs, 
Bootle, perceiving that ſhe ſigh'd very 


much, ſaid I beg, Miſs Byerſley, you 


« would not give way to melancholy.— 
« You ought. to endeavour to regain your 


« former chearfulneſs, and no body will 
&« regret the loſs of your fine complexion, 


e which might not have laſted many years, 
&« if this diſtemper had not ſeized you. 


O, Mrs. Bootle,” ſaid ſhe, (unable to 
conceal her uncalineſs any longer) I have 


as reaſon 


" oY Py * 7 Pa * n T A 
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« reaſon to regret the loſs of every thing 
« I dearly loved, except my deareſt papa. 
« You don't know, Madam, what an 
« unfortunate creature I am.” © Bleſs 


« me!” replied Mrs. Bootle, (who be- 


gan to think ſhe raved again) © what do 


« you mean ?—T have known you ſeveral 


« years, but don't recolle& that you have 
c met with any misfortunes but thoſe to 
«. which all are liable who outlive their 
4 friends.” © The loſs of my mamma,” 

ſaid Charlotte was undoubtedly a very 
& heavy one; but I have had two loſſes 
« ſince!” She then told Mrs. Bootle 
every thing relating to Welford and 


Arabella ; and Mrs. Bootle, pleaſed with 


the confidence ſhe placed in her, ſaid, 
« You have been, indeed, unlucky ; but 
« the troubles which appear ſo great to 
« you, becauſe you never felt greater» 
* are nothing in compariſon of what thou- 
fands ſuffer every day.—None, I be- 


„ lieve, are perfectly happy, if we knew 
« their ſecret thoughts.—I myſelf ſeem 


« to be as ealy as moſt people, yet 1 | 


Fo _ the — part of my life in 
da very 
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« a very diſagreeable way, and ſtruggled 


« with many difficulties. And if the detail 
of my difficulties will tend to leſſen your 
„ ſufferings, you ſhall be acquainted with 
<« all the tranſactions of my family.“ 
«© You can't oblige me more, ſaid Char- 
lotte, „I ſhould be glad to know every 
« circumſtance relating to a perſon for 
% whom I have lo true an eſteem.” Mrs. 


Bootle then began her narrative in the 


following manner: 4 


> 


Mr father was a young merchant, 
and juſt entered into partnerſhip with 
* his maſter, when he firſt ſaw my mo- 
ce ther at a relation's, who, one evening, 
"In invited him to a ball. She was, at 
that time, about eighteen, and reckon'd 
« very handſome. My father was fo 


„ charm'd with her perſon and eaſy be- 


« haviour, that he immediately became 
« a lover, and ſoon after reſolved to 
60 marry her, if he could gain her con- 
e ſent and a rich uncle's, (her neareſt re- 
lation) who was left guardian to her. 
Her own little fortune was 1500 l. 


— 


cc «but 


cc 


Cc 


[ 143 ] 

« but as this uncle had only one daugh- 
« ter, five years younger than her, it was 
« jmagin'd that he would make ſome ad- 
dition to it, if ſhe married with his ap- 
«+ probation : he would, however, give 
« nothing but his conſent, though my 
« father was in a flouriſhing way of buſi- 
te neſs, and might have demanded a larger 
” portion. 


« My father's relations were provoked at 
« this diſappointment, and violently op- 
„ poſed the match; but he was too 
* much in love to hear their remon- 
ſtrances. The ſame year that gave him 
« a daughter, gave him alſo the mortifi- 
e cation to know that an uncle, on his own 
« ſide, from whom he had conſiderable 
« expectations, had alter'd his will, and 
left all his fortune to a couſin. 


« Thus, my dear, you ſee how un- 
« fortunate my birth was —: but my 
« father and mother, who were very fond 
« of each other, made themſelves toler- 
* ably eaſy, and were as delighted with 

«© me, 
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me, as if I had brought them an in- 
creaſe of wealth. My mother's couſin 
was deſired by my father, to be my 
godmother, and honoured me with her 
name. The firſt years of my child- 
hood were ſpent in the common way of 
education; I was beloved, but not 
idolized by my parents: indeed they 
had neither leiſure nor means to ſpoil 
me; for my mother lay in ten years ſuc- 
ceſſively: and matrimony began to be 
vey expenſive to my father, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs daily decreaſed, None of thoſe 
children lived long enough to be trou- 
bleſome, except one girl, born five years 
after me, who was pronounced to be 
the picture of my mother ; z and indeed 
ſhe grew every day more and more 


like her. 


« Tars new daughter made my father 
too ſo happy, that I was in a little time 
totally neglected by them both, while 
Fanny became their darling, and was 
admir'd by all their acquaintance. [| 


was ſenſible of their partiality to my 
| - ſiſter ; . 
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liter, ard at firſt, like a child, behaved 
ſaucily to her, butſoon found that I ſhould 
get nothing by ſuch a behaviour; I there- 
+ fore, kept out of their fight as much 


as I could, and ſpent my time chiefly 
in reading, (having an early reliſh for 


books) tho? not without frequently ſhed- 
ding tears at the kindneſs ſhown to 


Fanny and the flights put upon me. My 


mother, to do her juſtice, was more 


conſiderate than my father, and would 


often encourage me: but he who had 
fallen in love with her, meerly for her 


beauty, doated on every thing that bore 
the leaſt reſemblance to it. 


« Wren I enter'd into the ninth year 


of my age, my godmother, who was 


Juſt at that time, by the death of her 
father, become a rich. heireſs, married 
Mr. Flurry, a gentleman of family, 
but not rich; his eſtate being very 
much encumber'd. He therefore want- 
ed the aſliftance of my couſin's for- 
tune to repair it. My mother waited 
on her after he., marriage, but as ſhe 
had removed to St. James's, and was 
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grown a fine lady, ſhe ſoon forgot her 
old city friends. One lady there was 
with whom - ſhe kept up an intimacy : 
Mrs. Harcourt, a widow, whoſe huſ- 
band was a Templar, and had left 


her in affluent circumſtances. This 


lady was a good friend to my mother; 
they ſaw each other often: I was taken 
much notice of by her; (tho' my ſiſ- 
ter, as ſhe loved children, was her fa- 


voufite) and ſhe told my father that I 
grew a fine girl. I was then, and many 


years afterwards, reckon'd handſome. 
Don't think, my dear Miſs Byerſley, I 
ſpeak out of vanity : I had no reaſon 


to rejoice at being ſo, for I was on that 


very account, phone: during the 


_ greateſt part of my life, But to Pro- 


N . 


« WE GSdunukd i in this ſituation about 


cc 


ſeven years ; then, my father, having 


met with ſeveral loſſes, and ſuffered by 


the bankruptcy of one of his correſpon- 


dents in Flanders, thought it impoſſi- 


ble to carry on buſineſs any longer 


e but, being aſſured by his partner thar 
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their affairs might be reinſtated, if ei- 
ther of them would go to Bruſſels, he 


offered himſelf to venture on the expe- 


dition: the deſign of which he ſoon 


communicated to my mother; and 


aſked her, if ſhe would accompany him, 
« tho* he was puzzled to know what to 
do with his daughters, in the mean 
time. My mother partly cleared up 
his doubts, by telling him ſhe had great 


hopes of diſpoſing of Fanny: But 
what,” ſaid ſhe, <©* ſhall we do with 


Liddy ?”? (meaning me) *© however, 


allow me but one night's conſidera- 


tion, and I'll provide in the beſt 
manner J can, for the poor girl..“ 
After this ſpeech, ſhe hurried away to- 
Mrs. Harcourt's, told her ſhe was in 
the utmoſt dilemma about her chil- 


dren, and begg'd to have her advice. 


Mrs. Harcourt was a good-natur'd, ge- 
nerous woman; and replied, I'll 
take care of Fanny myſelf.” My mo- 
ther expected this anſwer, and thanked 
her with tears of joy: © but what ſhall 
1 do,“ ſaid ſhe, with Lyddy! ? «Can 


PW you 


Fran 
tc you tell me, where I ſhall place her till 
<« our affairs will permit us to return to 
% England? or to ſend for both her and her 
i ſiſter? “ “ have had ſome thoughts, 
% anſwer' d Mrs. Harcourt, & of intro- 
« ducing Liddy to her godmother, Mrs. 
4 Flurry: ſhe is a ſprightly girl, and by 
a proper behaviour, may not only be. 
e come a favourite, but perhaps inherit a 
& large ſhare of her fortune, as ſhe has 
% no children. Ay,“ ſaid my mo- 
ther, this ſcheme will do very well; 
% but I am afraid Mrs. Flurry will not 
* take my child,” Why not?“ ſaid 
„Mrs. Harcourt ; “ ſhe is your neareſt 
e relation, and you have never had any 
i miſunderſtanding : beſides, ſuch a lively 
girl as Liddy is capable of being a 
e diverting companion: fear not, 1 war- 
rant we ſhall ſucceed. Send both your 
children to me, and T'll take Care. - 
of them.” My mother, overjoyed at 
« theſe words, returned to my father, 
* and told him, that ſhe had provided for 
both his GAUGAETS 2 z and that ſhe was 
= 5 | c ready 
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ready to ſet out with him as ſoon as 
he pleaſed, In two days afterwards, 
(having bid us adieu, and charged me, 
in particular to pleaſe the lady I was 
going to, and to love my ſiſter, who 
being much younger, might, they 
thought, perhaps, want my aſſiſtance) 


they let out with great reluctance. _ 


„ THoucnH 1 had not for ſeveral years 


been treated by my parents affectionate- 
ly, yet even that ſtate of indifference 
was a heavenly one, compar'd to the 
other, which I, in a fhort time aſter 
their departure, experienced. When I 
had been three days with Mrs. Har- 
court, ſhe order'd me to dreſs my ſelf 
genteely, and attend her to Mrs. 


Flurry's, whom ſhe had prepared to 


receive me. While we were in the 
coach, ſhe ſpoke to me thus: The 
lady who is now going to take care of 


« you, my dear, is your godmother, 


whoſe attention you will ſoon. gain by 


* complying with her humour: ſhe loves 


reſpect, and cannot bear contradiction: 
H 3 „e therefore, 


* 


cc 


te 
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„„ 
therefore, if you are only ſtudious to 
pleaſe her, I dare ſay you will find your 
account in it.” . 


« I thanked her for her friendly advice, 


and promiſed to follow it. 


„% WEN we came to Mrs. Flurry's, 
the ſervant told Mrs. Harcourt, that 
his lady was too much out of order to 
ſee company, but deſired ſhe would 
leave me; which ſhe accordingly did, 
after wiſhing me ſucceſs, in a very 


| hearty manner. 


„I was then deſired to walk up ſtairs, 
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and ſhown into the lady's chamber, 


while the ſervant went into her dreſſing- 
room, to tell her of my. coming : 
whom I could over-hear the following 


F anſwer So, ſo, the beauty's come at 
laſt; is ſhe ? pray let's ſee this rarity ? 


bid her come hither.” I was not greatly 
delighted with this ſpeech, tho* I ima- 
gin'd that Mrs. Harcourt's favourable 


mention of me had occaſioned it. * 
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10 Warn the ſervant open'd the 455 


© for me, I advanc'd and made one of my 


beſt curtſeys; but Mrs. Flurry, who 
was ſunk into an eaſy chair, lifted up 
her hands and eyes at the ſight of me, 


and turning to her woman K 0 ſtood 
by her with a jelly) ſaid, with an un- 


couth voice, and in a ſauntring manner, 
My G—d! do they call hir creature 
handſome?” I bluſh'd at this excla- 


mation, and at the aukward figure 1 


made, but endeavoured to recover my - 
ſelf; and while ſhe proceeded to exa- 
mine me, amuſed myſelf with ſurveying 
her. She was very fat, and unwieldy ; 
had a large pair of goggling eyes, and 
carbuncled face ; her chief pleaſure lay 
in feeding luxuriouſly, in which ſhe mi- 
mick'd the moſt faſhionable taſte, and 
was conſequently vapouriſh, fanciful, 
and ſplenetic ; always affecting to be diſ- 
temper'd ; and was indeed often ſo in 
reality. As ſhe was conſcious of her 


own perſonal defects, ſhe hated every 


body who had the leaſt pretenſion to 
H 4 V agree- 
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152 ] 
agreeableneſs, and married Mr. Flurry 
only becauſe he was related to a family 
of diſtinction: for ſhe had no idea of 
love: however, ſhe was often jealous 
about the mecreft trifles, being natu- 
rally very proud, and laying a great 
ſtreſs on punctilio's. Her chief favou- 
rites were a lap- dog as fat, and a monkey 
as ill-natur'd as herſelf. To theſe ſhe 
was very kind, and behaved to them 
with more complacency than to any of 


her other domeſtics. 


« Mxs. Flurry aſked me how old 1 
was, and what I cculd do? I repli- 
ed to the firſt queſtion, juſt fifteen z and 


was ſtudying for any anſwer to the ſe- 
cond, when ſhe cried out, © Fifteen ? 


and ſuch a may-pole? Lard, girl, 


you'll be good for nothing, I'II lay my 
life! Such tall creatures are always 
lazy ;—well— but you don't tell me 


what you can do—nothing, I warrant— 


' No—you are too handſome to work, I 
ſuppoſe.” I bluſh'd again, but muſ- 
tered up ſpirits enough to tell her, that 


1 had lerrnt nerdle- work, and would 
| „ 
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willingly ao any thing I cools for her. 


Oh you will,” returned ſhe.—“ Well, 
Sippet, (turning to her woman) take 


care of this pretty moppet, and let her 


aſſiſt you in making my things: III 
have her always employ'd : idleneſs 
ſpoils young girls, eſpecially beauties :*? 
The laſt word in this ſpeech, was pro- 
nounced with ſuch a ſneer, that the ill 
opinion I had entertain'd of her, was 


conſiderably increaſed. Mrs. Sippet 
then conducted me up to the ſecond 


floor, and into a room within her own 
apartment, where I was to lie: ſhe 


ſeem'd mighty civil and ſimpering at 


firſt, and told me, that if I would be 
docible, and mind her, ſhe would ſhew 


me how to pleaſe my lady: I thanked 
her cooly, and when ſhe left me, gave 


way to a ſhower of tears, which re- 
lieved my heart, ready as it was to burſt 
at ſuch ſtrange treatment. Length of 


time reconciled me, in ſome meaſure» 
to my ſituation ; and, as I was always 


a notable girl, I paid my court to my 
amor very ſucceſsfully, and made 
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myſelf fo uſeful to Mrs. Sippet, that ! 
gain'd her confidence, which was of no 
ſmall ſervice to me, From herl learnt 
that Mrs. Harcourt, not knowing her 
lady's foible, and thinking to recom- 
mend me effectually, had ſaid, I was a 


very fine girl, and would make an ex- 


cellent woman; which account had in- 
cenſed her ſo much againſt me, and had 
given occaſion to the ridiculous beha- 
haviour at our firſt interview. 


„I wEN r every now and then, by my 
godmother's permiſſion, to viſit Mrs. 
Harcourt, who always received me very 
affectionately, and often made me little 
preſents, which were at all times high- 
ly acceptable ; for Mrs. Flurry on- 
ly furniſhed me with cloaths, and not 
even them in great abundance: ſhe 


had, indeed, too many genteel ways of 
circulating her money, to have much to 


ſpare. By Mrs. Harcourt's advice, 1 
wrote to my father and mother; but 
the former did not live to receive a let- 
ter from his poor girl: he died ſoon 
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after his arrival at Bruſſels, and left my 
mother in very ſcanty circumſtances 
but ſhe was ſo very fortunate as to 


make herſelf agreeable to a young mer- 


chant in the houſe where ſhe lodged, 


who paid his addreſſes to her with ſo 
much ſucceſs, that he married her in a 


few months after my father's death. 


« Myr ſiſter was too young to be very 
ſenſible of her loſs; it was not, in- 
deed, ſo great a one to her, for Mrs. 
Harcourt was as kind to her as if 
ſhe had been her mother, and made uſe 
of all the rhetoric ſhe was miſtreſs of, to 


perſuade my godmother to ſhew me the 


ſame favour ; but (unhappily for me) 
Mrs. Flurry was quite of a different 
diſpoſition, and treated me ' worſe and 
worſe : for I grew more womanly in 
my perſon, and was taken notice of 
by the gentlemen who din'd with Mr. 
Flurry, and beſtow'd more civilities 
on me than the good lady approv'd of, 
Mr. Flurry himſelf never paid me any 


extraordinary regard, for fear of diſo- 
c 
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| [159 ] 
50 « bliging his wife, who had a large ſum 
« in her own poſſeſſion, which he hoped 
<< to inherit, and therefore was very aſſi- 
„ duous to pleaſe her; never troubling 
„ himſelf with her behaviour to me, which 
„grew more and more intolerable to me, 
% as I grew leſs and leſs diſagreeable to 
„her viſiters. If any perſon ſaid I was a + 
fine young lady; ſhe would anſwer, 
„Lady! oh dear! I beg you would not 
put ſuch notions in the girl's noddle: 
ee ſhe a lady! it will be happy for her if 
© ſhe's able to get her bread :—ſhe's too 
proud, as I always tell her ; that's Ly- 
*« dia's fault: or, if they ſaid, © Miſs grows 
„ very pretty; © Yes, indeed,” ſhe would 
% reply, © Miſs is a very pretty creature; 
and I don't doubt but ſhe thinks fo 
4 herſelf; but, I believe, ſhe won't get 
„ any thing by her beauty, except *tis a 

. character. *— Theſe obliging an- 
« ſwers generally ſilenced my admirers, 
« and made me bluſh, almoſt to tears: 
<« but my viſible uneaſineſs on ſuch occa- 


ſions was ſo far from - pity in my 
| „„ 8 on 


i 


* — 
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« ſweet-temper'd god- mother, that it com- 
« monly ſubjected me to freſh inſults. — 
« Lard, now,” ſhe would bawl out, “look 
« if the pretty ſoul isn't ready to cry; 
« but, prithee, child, don't fit ſnivel- 
« ing here; get up ſtairs to your work; 
e ſpoiling pour eyes will be the worſt 
«thing you can do, let me tell you; 


„go, go, Miſs, to your room, I'll 


« have no whimpering where I am, J 
„ ſhall have people think I have beaten 
you: go, take Waddle up into my 
« drefling-rom and comb his ears. I ſee 
& you want employment, that will cure 
you of the ee 


« Taxis was the life I led for ſix or fe- 
« ven years, except when Mrs. Harcourt 
« came, before whom my godmother al- 
« ways treated me in a better manner; for 


e ſhe took every occalion to ſpeak warm- 


“ly in my behalf, and conſtantly tried to 


&« perſuade Mrs. Flurry to look on me as 


her own child : but, alas! her intended 
« kindneſs had a contrary effect; for ſhe al- 
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than ſhe found her. You may won- 
der, perhaps, Miſs Byerſley, that I never 
complained either to Mrs. Harcourt, 
nor to my mother (whom I ſometimes. 
wrote to): but the truth is, I received 
ſo many repeated charges from them 
both to make it my whole ſtudy to 
pleaſe Mrs. Flurry, that I had not cou- 
rage to unboſom myſelf. 


« Don lix that time I had ſeveral ad- 
mirers ; but though they flattered my 
vanity, I ſuffered very much from their 
good opinion of me. Among thoſe 


gentlemen there was one who made a 


great fuſs in the family, and added con- 
ſiderably to my uneaſineſs. He was 
a young clergyman, and- curate of the 
pariſh in which Mr. Flurry's eſtate lay; 
to which we retired about five months 
every ſummer. Mr. Stubble (ſo he 
was called) was the ſon of a farmer who 
had been many years a tenant of my 
uncle's, and deſigned by Mrs. Flurry 
to have the living when vacant : for 
Mrs. Sippet 1 a ou influence on 
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her maſter, and intreated him to pro- 
vide for Mr. Stubble, becauſe the in- 
tended to make him Her huſband ; an 
honour to which the young man had 
no averſion, *till I, unfortunately for 
him, came down with the family to 


Woodlands ; that was the name e of the 


ſeat. 


„ Tho' I had very little knowledge of 
love matters, but what I had learnt from 
books, I ſoon diſcovered that Mr. Stub- 
ble had a particular regard for me : for 
he not only took every opportunity to 


let me ſee it, but one day, when he was 
unqhſerved, ſlily conveyed a letter into 


my hand, which contained a furious de- 
claration of love. I, who beheld him 
with the utmoſt indifference, and, like 
a giddly girl, wanted to boaſt of my 
conqueſt, ran directly to Mrs. Sippet, 
and gave her the letter. But I found 
out my error too late—ſhe was exceſ- 


ſively neitled at the diſcovery, and re- 


mained for ſome time as mute as a fiſh, 


n I ſuppoſe, what method ſhe 


« ſhould 
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4 ſhould take to get rid d her rival. Her | 
6 curioſity, at length, broke out into fifty | 
4 queſtions of this ſort: How do you 
<« like him What do you intend to do ?” 
* To which I anſwered, with aſſuring her, 
that J neither liked or diſliked him, nor 
* ſhould give myſelf any trouble about 
& him. With theſe declarations ſhe ſeemed 

“to be ſatisfied; but only ſeemed ſo. From 
« that moment, ſhe endeavoured to get 
« rid of me, by telling her lady all ſhe 

& knew, and inventing a great deal more: 
« yet fearing that the curate ſhould diſ- 
« cover her tricks, and be incenſed a- 
, * gainſt her, ſhe begg'd her ladyſhip not 
«© to mention what ſhe ſaid to either of 
„us; for ſhe would undertake to manage 
_ wh with her leave; but that it was a 
% thouſand pities a modeſt young man 
„could not go about his buſineſs, with- 
« out being ſet upon by ſuch bold flirts. 
« Mrs. Flurry was entirely of Sippet's 
* mind, and complied with her requeſt ; 
only reprimanding me pretty ſeverely for 
my forwardneſs, and ordering me, by way 
«6 of puniſhment, to finiſh ſeveral large 
: = pieces 
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« pieces of wor:., in fo ſhort a time, that 
« I had ſcarce any leiſure for walking or 
« reading, my favourite amuſements : 


„To increaſe my vexation, Sippet 
% watch'd me ſo cloſely (in order to pre- 
« vent Mr. Stubble's writing or ſpeaking 
to me) that I was ſeldom alone. I was 
« puzzled to know the cauſe of this unu- 
« ſual confinement z but in a ſhort time 
found it out: for I happend one day 
eto overhear Sippet and my godmother 
« earneſtly chatt'ring about me, and re- 
« ſolving, at laſt, to fend me for two 
* or three months, to viſit Mrs. Har. 
“ court, I rejoiced at this news exceed- 
< ingly, but my ſpirits ſoon drooped; for 
% both Mrs. Flurry and I received letters 
from her on the ſame day, informing 
« us that ſhe and my ſiſter were juit 
« going to ſer out for Scotland: I was, 
therefore, obliged to return to my nee- 
e dle- work and chamber for another week, 
« at the end of which, Sippet, who wiſhed 
« heartily to remove me from Wood- 
„lands, perſuaded her lady to ſend me 


00: - 


[ 1621 
to London, on ſome trifling errand.— 
My godmother, as ſhe never loved me 
in her ſight, but to torment me, agreed, 
without heſitating, to this propoſal. — 
Sippet, fluſh'd with her ſucceſs, told 


me, that her lady wanted ſome fine li— 


nen made, but would have me take all 


my directions from her milliner 


You muſt, therefore,” ſaid ſhe, ' pre- 


pare to go to, town, and ſtay there til 
you are ſent for.” 


© Youne as | was, I plainly ſaw the 
drift of this journey; but as I led a 


very weary life, I was not forry to 
change the ſcene, and pack'd up my 
things ready for the next morning, 
when I went to my godmother to re- 


ceive her orders. 


0 So, Madam,“ vis ſhe, as ſoon as! 


enter'd the room; what, I ſuppoſe 


you are glad to be gone to a place where 


you think you ſhall be your own mil- 


treſs ; but I have taken care to prevent 


| 1225 by ſending orders which ſhall keep 


C6 you 


. CC 


. 


66 
40 
cc 
( 
cc 
6c 
6 
ce 
66 


66 


cc 


Tal 


you within bounds ; notwithſtanding 
your beauty.” I told her I ſhould be 


very glad to obey her on all occaſions.— 
Yes, Miſs,” replied ſhe, << I intend you 
ſhall obey me: therefore don't put on 


any of your flirting airs to the young 
fellows in town; for, if you do, as I live, 


I will have you lock'd up: you ſhall 


be as much confined from the ſight of 
all men, as if you were ſhut up in a 
nunnery,—-T'l] have no coquetting in 
my family; no perking and prinking 
to ſet that pretty face of yours out to 


* ſhow, What! you want a huſband al- 
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ready, I ſuppoſe. My God! what 'a 
forward ſlut it is? but I always thought 


no good would come of her, when I 
heard ſhe was a beauty :—But do you 


hear, girl, if ever you trouble your 


head about the fellows, or even think of 
them, I'll turn you out of doors di- 
rectly; and then ſee who will keep you 


for your beauty.” I aſſured her, in the 


humbleſt manner, that I did not know 


what ſhe meant, and that I never had 


thought about the men improperly. — 
OT 
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Oh!] no, to be ſure,” cried ſhe, “ ſweet 
innocent, you know nothing at all, | 
warrant,, with your propriety.—Y ou're 


a fine judge, indeed, what's proper, 
and what not; but I'll tell you, huſſy, 


you ſhall not think of them at all :— 


nor of any thing, Madam, but what! 


pleaſe, while I keep you; l'll be mi 
treſs of your thoughts—Improperly |— 
Go, get you gone, you inſolent crea- 
ture; I have order'd Martha to look 


after you, and Mrs. Friſſeron, my French 


milliner to give you your work, and a 


pattern to do it by. And, as you know 
I'm in haſte, I inſiſt upon your ſparing 


no time nor pains to finiſh it.” I then 
made a curtſey, and offered to go, but 
ſhe called me back. Come hither, 
girl; I have ten times more trouble 
with thee than thou art worth. ——l 
charge you to make no acquaintance 


with Friſſeron's ſnop- woman —l'll have 
no junketing with ſuch trulls in my 
houſe: nor no fellows, do you hear, 
Lydia? I vow and ſwear, if you en- 


wee fellows, you ſhall turn out and 
% ſtarve, 


[ 165] 
« ſtarve, for what I care,” After this 
« kind ſpeech I was diſmiſſed, and ſoon 
got into the coach, We was to go to 
* rown for Mr. F lurry. 


« WEN I had j0gg. d A about a 
« mile, the coach ſtopp'd near one of the 
« park-gates, and my faithful ſwain, the 


« curate (whom I had not ſeen from the 


« day he flipped the letter into my hand, 
© ſo cloſely was I guarded) appear'd.— 
« He accoſted me in an aukward, baſhful - 
« manner, and told me he had waited a 
long time for the favour of an anſwer, 
« but could never get ſight of me; and 


„ had, therefore, deſired his friend Tom 


« the coachman to ſtop there, that he 
might bid me farewel, and intreat me 
„ to write to him, when J arrived in 
« town. I could not help ſmiling at 
his addreſs ; but, looking as ak as 
# poſſibly could, told him, I had great 
*« reaſon to believe that a correſpandence 


between us would not be approved of. 


„by Mrs. Flurry, whom J was deter- 
« min'd never to diſpleaſe: I then begg'd 
(e he 


| 2x@ ] 
he would order Thomas to drive on; 
He bluſh'd and look'd ſilly, as if he 
was meditating a reply; but as I was 
not in a parlying humour, I again re- 
queſted him to let the coachman pro- 
ceed. At laſt, with great reluctance, 
he agreed ; for Tom would not budge 
an inch, *till his friend, the parſon, 
(who, I found, had much ingratiated 
himſelf, by often taking a cup of nappy 


with him in the kitchen) had given his 


conſent. Tom then told me, that I was 
a mighty coy damſe], and ſhould not, 
perhaps, meet with ſuch another honeſt, 
and well-ſpoken gentleman for a ſweet- 


1 heart. 


__ « NorTninG material happened on the 
road.—I was welcom'd at London by 
Martha, who always looked after the 


town-houſe while the family were at 


| Woodlands. —She ſpoke very civilly, 
and told me, that her lady had given 
her very {ſtrict orders about me, but 


hopea | would not blame ner for obey- 
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« ing them. I ſaid, that I ſhould never 


blame any body for doing their duty, 
and deſired to know when I was to go 
to Mrs. Friſſeron's. I am to wait 
on you there,” anſwered ſhe, to- mor- 
row morning,” 


4 WI accordingly went the next morn- 
ing; and I was received as one of Mrs. 
Flurry's dependants. The things were 
not then cut out: I was therefore o- 
bliged to call again: nay, to call ſeve- 
ral times before I could get them: 
however, by frequently viſiting this 
milliner, I made ſome obſervations on 
herſelf and family, a recital of which, 
may probably amuſe you. 


Ms. Friſſeron paſs'd for a French 


4 


6& 


. 


milliner, lately arrived from Paris; but 
was, in reality an Engliſhwoman, and 


had never been abroad: knowing to how 
violent a degree the Engliſh are infatuated 
with foreigners, ſhe learnt the French lan- 
guage, ſtudied the French airs ; and, the 
better to impoſe on the beau-monde, 

married 


the fountain-head; that is, Paris itſelf: 


* ſexes ; and I ſoon found, to my ſorrow, 


1 68 1 


married a French barber, whom ſhe NY « 


ſoon metamorphoſed into a marchand 


tres renomm4. By this artful conduct, « 
ſhe very ſoon procured the favour of 


ſeveral ladies of quality, who thought  < 


every head quite frightful, if it did not 


come out of Frifſeron's ſhop. This 
demi Francoiſe employed her huſband to 
fetch many of her commodities from 
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the reſt were rendered wearable by 
the lp of foreign names of her own 
invei..on. Her houſe was, by thi; 
means, not only made agreeable, but 
uſeful to the faſhionable people of both 
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that caps and handkerchiefs, &c. &c. 


were not the only goods Mrs. F riſſeron 
dealt in. ä 
« TRHERE was in her ſhop a young 
French girl, whom Monſ. Friſſeron had 
himſelf imported, in order to aſſiſt his 
wite in deceiving her cuitomers. Her 
name was Janneſon—ſhe was tolerably 
agrecable 1n her perſon, and had, with 
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all the vivacity of her country-women, 


a great deal of good- nature. As I was 


obliged to attend Mrs. Friſſeron very 
often for inſtructions, ſhe and I ſoon 
grew intimate; for I could ſpeak F French 


pretty fluently. 


ONE day, when we were chatting to- 


gether in the ſhop, a young gentleman 


came in and aſked to ſce ſome French 
rufffes; and while my companion was 
preparing to ſhow them, he amuſed 


himſelf in looking at me, as I thought, 


ina very particular manner, I was not 


miſtaken ; for, as ſoon as the ruffles 
were diſplayed, he begg'd I would chuſe 


a pattern for him: I told him, that as the 


choice of a pattern depended entirely on 
fancy, he was a better judge of what 


would pleaſe himſelf. * an one Who was 


an utter ſtranger. :1ad I been ſo 


happy, Madam,” ſaid 1 as to have 


had the pleaſure of your acquaintance, 
would you then have granted me the 
favour of your choice ?” Indeed, Sir,“ 
ſaid I, ſmiling, I cannot tell what effect 
Vol. I. 1 - ©2400 ny 
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that might have had on me, but am apt 
to believe 1 ſhould not have been too 


ready to give my opinion, for ſeveral 
* reaſons.” — ** Why not,” replied he, 
| briſkly, ** I beſeech you, Madam ? But 


ſince you confeſs you have rea- 


ſons againſt it, I muſt, at leaſt, be 


ſo impertinent as to deſire to know 


them? © Pray, Sir,” replied I,” a 
* briſkly, 4 what right have you tv 


TD 


knows my reaſons ?” „ I own I have 
no right, Madam,” ſaid he; ** but if a 
violent curioſity, Which 1 cannot reſiſt, 
will have any weight with you, I hope 
you'll gratify it.” *I ſhall not, indeed,” 


cried I, laughing.—So improper a cu- 
rioſity ought to be checked,” ——+ Ir 


cannot,” ſaid he, © while I have the fa- 
tisfaction of beholding thoſe ſpirited 
eyes of yours, or liſten to the muſic of 


your voice.“ — Then I will put a ſtop 


to it immediately,“ ſaid I, and with- 


* drew to the back-ſhop, where Mrs, 


Friflefon was waiting for me, and de- 


JG me ſo long, that ] imagin'd the 


10 gentk- 


L 271 ] 

« gentleman would be gone before my 
« return. gueſs'd right ; he was gone, 

and, to confeſs the truth, I was ſorry. 
« There was a je ne ſcai quoi in his perſon 
« and manner, more pleaſing than I had 
« ever met with before. I ſtop'd to bid 

Janneton adieu, and ſhe, in a low voice, 
« begg'd I would contrive ſome excuſe to 
„ come again the next day, having ſome- 
cc thing to tell me, which 1 ſnould be 
« glad to hear. I anſwered her only with 
« a nod, Mrs. Friſſeron being juſt behind 
« me, and returned home with my head 

and heart full of this little adventure, 


„I nap ſeen many young gentlemen, 
both at my godmother's, and at Mrs. 
„ Harcourt's, but never. regarded any 

one, particularly, *till that moment. I 
*« endeavoured by a cloſe application to 
% my work to baniſh the pleaſing idea 
« of my new admirer ; but in vain, To 
« ſhew you, Miſs Byerſley, that I was not 

in love with an indifferent figure, III 
e . deſcribe his perſon. He was tall and 
« genteel; his complexion brown, but 
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lively; his features were regular, and 


<« his eyes full of inexpreſſible ſweetneſs. 
e Tho? I could not be certain that Jan- 
& neton's earneſtneſs to ſee me the next 
% day, was owing to the converſation ſhe 
„ had had with him, yet I flattered my- 
« ſelf that it was, and my expectations 
„ were anſwered. | | 


« IT was very ealy for me to find 
te an excuſe: I therefore went at the uſual 


5 hour. Mrs. Friſſeron (luckily, as I 


thought) was abroad—Janneton leap'd | 
% for joy at the ſight of me. My dear 


_« Miſs Lyddy,” ſaid ſhe, “J am excel: 
& ſively glad you are come. Madame is 


« gone out, and we will drink our tea 


in the parlour by ourſelyes.” This 


« ſpeech ſtartled me a little, and made me 
<« reflect, that, if Mrs. Flurry ſhould hear 
« of my drinking tea at her milliner's, ſhe 
i might not approve of it; and, that ] 


« ought not, for that reaſon, to accept of 


60 the invitation: but Janneton's gaiety 
ic and good-humour, together with my 


B x deſire to ny ber ſome queſtions, 


(e got 
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t the better of my ſqueamiſhneſs, 


and 1 followed her into the parlour, the 
door of which ſhe preſently ſhut, and 


addreſſed me in the following manner: 


« Do you know, my dear, that you 


have got a lover, an that Mr. Ramſ- 
den, the young gentleman who was here 


yeſterday, is quite enraptur'd with you?“ 
How can you tell?” replied I, ſmiling, 
and ſecretly delighted with the intelli- 
gence. Oh! very well;” returned 
ſhe—as if I could not "Ee but, more 
than that, he told me ſo this morn- 


ing.“ „Why, has he been here al- 
« ready,” ſaid I haſtily? Les, in- 
deed ! faid ſhe, three or four times, and 


will be here again: I expect him every 
minute. Tor can't think how eager 


he is to ſee you. While you were with 


Madame, he aſked me fifty queſtions 
about you, and intreated me to prevail 
on you to come to-day, that he might 
declare his paſſion to you.” As ſoon as 
ſhe had utter'd theſe words, he enter'd. 
I bluſ'd, tho* my heart bounded for 
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joy. - He placed himſelf near me, at 


the tea · table, and ſaid, with a ſmile, [ 
am very happy, Madam, in meeting you 
here again, for J want my ruffles, and 
have vowed not to purchaſe them, 'till ! 
know whether you approve of my 


choice.“ Well, and ſuppoſe I never 


ſhould approve,” replied 1?” „Then,“ 


ſaid he, I muſt ſubmit to your plea- 


ſure : but indeed it will be unkind to 


me, as well as prejudicial to Madam 


Friſſeron, whom you will thereby de- 
prive of a cuſtomer.” © Ay, indeed,” 


ſaid Janneton, „my dear Miſs Lyddy, 


Madame would never forgive you, if 


ſhe knew it : but I am ſure, when we 
have finiſhed our tea, you will conſent 
to my ſpreading the patterns once more 
before you : I cannot now, Miſs 


Byerſley, repeat all our converſation ; 


and if J were able, you would ſoon be 
tired.” *Tis ſufficient to ſay, that Janne- 
ton left the room in a ſhort time, under 
pretence of fetching the ruffles, and that 
Mr. Ramſden then took an opportu- 


nity to beſtow a great many fine ſpeeches 
IS 
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„on me, and to declare, that he had a 
fincere regard for me. I was too much 


pleaſed with him to ſhew any diſlike, 


Land my eyes ſufficiently proved, tho? 


words were wanting, that my heart was 


- enchanted with him. I was, however, 


not ſo infatuated as to forget where I 
far, and therefore hurried into the ſhop 
to look for Janneton, whom 1 found 
at work behind the compter, as un- 
concerned as if ſhe had forgot I was 
in the houſe. I reproached her gently 
for leaving me; but my lover and ſhe 


both ſeem'd to think, that I was not ſe- 


riouſly diſpleaſed. He attended me 
home, and begged to ſee me as often as 
poſſible. As I could, without being 
ſuſpected, contrive an errand to the 
ſame place, almoſt every day, i ſeldom 
fail'd ; and, as the ſummer ſeaſon ad- 
vanced, Mrs. Friſſeron had a great deal 

of leiſure, and went out of town, leav- 
ing directions with Janneton, who ne- 
ver appeared ſo happy as when ſhe was 
obliging Mr. Ramſden and myſelf, by 
bringing us together. This part of my 
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life, was far the happieſt. —Afterwards 
I met with a variety of diſappointments 


and vexations. 


«© Mx. Ramſden and I ſoon came, as 


you may imagine, to an explanation, 1 
loved him too ſincerely to deceive him, 
and he was as generouſly fond of me: 


he own'd that he in ſome meaſure de- 
pended on an indulgent father, who 


would not, he flattered himſelf, op— 
poſe a match ſo eſſential to his happi- 
neſs; but believed that his mother 


would rather chuſe to have him allied 


to rank and fortune. However,” ſaid 
he, * As I am her favourite, I hope [ 


ſhall prevail on her to comply.”—1 


told him, that I could not bear the 


thoughts of being the cauſe of his diſ- 
appointing a good mother's expecta- 


tions; but he always ſilenc'd me by de- 
claring, that he could never be happy 
without me, and that he wiſhed for 
nothing more than to raiſe the moſt de- 
ſerving of her ſex to a ſtation ſhe was 


made to adorn. Such a declaration, you 


max 


£2774 
may be ſure, won my heart. In ſhort, 
I was charm'd with his diſintereſted 
paſſion, and the decency of his beha- 
viour, and freely confeſſed that he 
alone had it in his power to make me 
a happy woman. 


« Wx were in | this ſituation when. the 


return of winter brought Mrs. Friſſeron 


and Mrs. Flurry to town. The arrival 


of the firſt lady was a great interrup- 


tion to us, as my work, which required 
her inſpection, was finiſhed ; yet, by the 
contrivance of Janneton, we ſtill met 


till the laſt came. I was then too 


cloſely watch'd to get out often. Mr. 
Ramſden and l, therefore, agreed to 
write to each other; our letters were 
convey'd by a footman, whom he had 
bribed to ſecrecy. As I was permitted 


to go to church (a place Mrs. Flurry 


ſeldom honoured with her preſence) 


every Sunday, the truſty valet conſtantly 


attended there; ſo that we had frequent 
opportunities to unboſom ourſel ves. — 
But, as this reſtraint grew more and 

1 5 FP more 
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* more diſagreeable; my lover reſolved 


«'to ſollicit his father's conſent, and pre- 
< yail on him to influence his mother. 


But it happened unluckily that his fa- 


ther went into the country on the very 


W Gay he intended to ſpeak to him. 


E «Hap I not been in love, my time would 
have poſſed away very uncomfortably ; 
« forr my godmother's ill humour increas'd 
every hour; and Mrs. Sippet hatcd 


me, becauſe ſhe found Mr. Stubble's 
« affeCtions were alienated. Honeſt Mar- 
<* tha, indeed, continued to be very o- 
« bliging ; but I was ſeldom allowed to 
< ſee her, being, for the moſt part, con- 
* fined to Mrs. Flurry's drefſing-room, 
« where I was employed either to curl 


her hair, or comb Waddle's ears, when 
_ ** I was not at work. Theſe taſks, Sip- 
pet (notwithſtanding her envy) re- 


« ſigned to me, that ſhe might not be 
* troubled with them. 


« Ons day an accident befel poor Wad- 
< des ears, which almoſt occaſioned the 
“ Joſs, 
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loſs of my own. The little beaſt was 


ſo exceſſively ſluggiſh, that he gene- 


rally lay near the hearth, and made 
himſelf ſo dirty, that Mrs. Flurry would 
have him waſhed By Mrs. Sippet's 
deſire, I was pitch'd upon for that cere- 
mony. A tub of water was order'd to 
be got ready in the dreſſing room. The 
dog was placed near it on a cuſhion, 
and I prepared, on my knees, to go 


through the ablution. Mrs. Sippet, 


whoſe chief joy was to find fault with 
me, cried, ** La, Miſs, you will ne- 
ver get the poor thing clean in that 
manner; he ought to be ſouſed in at 
once, in order to kill all his fleas.” 
This advice I too haſtily followed ; for 


the water proved too hot for the little 
wretch, who yelped ſo hideouſly that his 


enraged lady roſe up, and without any 
ceremony, pull'd both my ears with 
ſuch violence, that I expected to have 
ſeen them in her hand: my ſcreams 
were then added to Waddle's, which, 
with Sippet's exclamations, aud Mrs. 
Flurry's Billingſgate mouthing, made 

I 6 1 noiſe 


16 
a noiſe not altogether unlike the con- 
fuſion at Babel. I was ſo frighted and 
ſtunn'd, that I was ſor ſome moments 
deaf to her rhetoric ; the firſt intelligi- 
ble words were theſe : © You auda- 


cious huſſey, how did you dare to uſe 


the poor creature in this manner ; bur, 

as I am a living woman, I'll have your 
dainty face, Mrs. Minx, ſerved in the 
fame way. I will, depend upon it, and 


then your beauty will be ſpoil'd, I warrant, 
you barbarous devil you !** Then turn- 


ing to the animal, who was really more a- 
fraid than hurt; not having been uſed to 
the water) ſhe cried, © Poor dear little 
creature, how I ſuffer for thee! I am, 


indeed, to blame for putting you into 


that carleſs monſters hands.* She 


then addreſſed herſelf to me: * Out of 


my ſight, wretch! get up into your 


room, and be ſure to blubber as much 


as you can; it will ſpoil your eyes and 
keep you from being at the fellows.” 
I retired, full of tears and indignation 


at my treatment, but endeavoured to 


a < compoſe 
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compoſe myſelf, in order to wait on 
Mrs. Harcourt, who was juſt come to 


town; for I could not ſuppoſe that I 


ſhould be deprived of that pleaſure, for 
having dipp'd a lap-dog : but I was miſ- 
taken; for Mrs. Flurry, intending to 
puniſh me thoroughly, forbad me to ſtir 


out: I was therefore kept a cloſe pri- 


ſoner all day in my chamber, where 


I comforted myſelf as well as I could, 
by reading my lover's letters, an addi- 


tion to which, I that evening expected: 
nor was I diſappointed : 


the faithful va- 
let brought me one about duſk, and 
that made amends for all my ſufferings. 
I ſpent the remainder of the evening 


in writing an anſwer to it, which 1 
put into my pocket, in order to give it 


to Harry in the morning. 


«© WEEN the morning came, I met 


with a freſh diſaſter : for, as ſoon as 1 


entered Mrs. Flurry's drefling-room, Sip- 
pet told me that Waddle's bells were 


loſt, and that her lady was very angry 
e with me, becauſe the dog had them on 
© when. 
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when I waſhed him. When I came 
within ſight of my godmother, her anger 
was increaſed, and ſhe roar'd out, So, 


Trollop, What have you done with my 
dog's bells, creature? Hay!“ I have 
not ſeen them, Madam,” ſaid I:. Nox 
ſeen them,” ſaid ſhe, © when it was 
you who put the egy ſoul into the wa— 


ter, you beaſt you.“ I am ſure, Ma- 
dam, “' ſaid Sippet,” ' ſhe muſt have ſeen 
them; for ſhe undreſſed the pretty 


creature for his waſhing: * Aye, 


and I'll lay my life ſhe has: feel her 


pockets, Sippet: I am ſure they are 
there.“ This order, which Sippet was go- 


ing to obey, provok'd me beyond every 


thing; eſpecially as I knew that my lo- 
ver's —.— muſt thereby be diſcover'd. 
I therefore determin'd to prevent ſuch 
a diſcovery at all events, and, putting 
my hands into my pockets, ſaid reſo. 


lutely to Sippet, I will feel myſelf, 


tho* I know they are not in them.“ 
You know they are not in them,” 
cried Mrs. Flurry, and who-will take 
your word, pray?“ „ Sippet, I ſay, 
rummage her pockets this moment ; I 

Will 


J 
will be obey'd.” Sippet then advanced 
« again, but I told her fiercely, that 
ce ſhe ſhould not touch me: © Nor 
touch you,” ſaid Mrs. Flurry, tremb- 
ling with paſſion. not touch you, 
« you inſolent huſſy? Seize her this in- 
« ſtant, bring her to me, and Fl] hold 
« her while you examine her pockets : 
“ Shall a creature I keep out of charity 
« dare to diſpute my will?“ I was then 
no longer able to defend myſelf; and 
ce therefore obliged to ſubmit to ſuch in- 
« jurious treatment. The firſt thing which 
&« fell into my ſearcher's hands was the 
% letter which I had written to Mr. 
__ *. Ramſden: as my godmother was very 
“ quick-ſighted, ſhe immediately ſnatched 
it from her. No words can expreſs the 
„ variety of paſſions which appeared in 
„ her countenance, when ſhe read the ſu- 
“ perſcription: for to her former rage 
_ «. was then added a malicious joy, at hav- 
„ing found a new opportunity to tor- 
«© ment me, and a ſurprize at the unex- 
* pected diſcovery. © And fo, Madam,” 
<« ſaid ſhe, with a contemptuous ſmile, 
you correſpond with Mr. Ramſden, do 
| 5 %% 


1 
* you? Pray, is it with the father, or 
« the ſon; for I know them both, and 
e ſhall take the liberty to peruſe your 
„ epiſtle ?*? She then broke the ſeals, and 
„ began to read aloud, when marmoſet, 


(the conſtant attendant on his lady) to 


« whom ſhe had drawn her chair nearer 
« than uſual, thro? her eagerneſs to cor- 
„rect me, ſnatched my unfortunate let- 


„ ter, and, after a few arch grimaces, 
<« tore it in a thouſand pieces, before ſhe 


c could riſe to prevent the miſchief, 


75 Mas. Flurry, who doated on the ve- 
60 ly animal, and woulg have forgiven him 


&« freely, for breaking her fineſt ſet of 


e Dreſden china, or demoliſhing her beſt 
% lappets, could not pardon him on this 
« occaſion ; becauſe he prevented her from 
« oratifying her curioſity and, revenge. 
She did not therefore accoſt, him with 
„ her uſual tenderneſs, but tried to wreſt 
„ the ſhatter'd remains of my billet-doux 


* 


« from him, while Sippet pick'd up the 


pieces which he ſtrewed on the floor. 
Whether pug reſented his Wy, want 
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of civility, 78 retained his prize, thr — 
ca 


obſtinacy, I cannot tell, but he cramm'd 
it into his mouth, and flew at her with 


ſuch violence, that a large quantity of 


blood followed directly; which, adde 
to the natuzal carmige of her c 
and the fory⸗ ſhe was in, made h 
of the moſt hort objects I had ever 
beheld. She ſhrieked fo loudly, and 
was ſo loudly eccho'd by her faith- 
ful mimic Sippet, that two or three 
ſervants ran up fairs. While they 


were buſied in enquiring after the 
,/Qutcry and ſo 


cauſe of ſuch ag, 
much blood - ſne qq 
and hurried to W 
highly pleaſed to haye found means 0 

ſcape the puniſhment J every moment 
ected; for I could hear my god- 


Fre . at e moſt vehemently, 
Roteſt that 1 was 1 of all 
the en, — rh 'g to make me 


{mat for it ſeverely. « 


be. . I had been about half an 


hour i in my room, almoſt ſtupified with 
_ grief 
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* grief and vexation, Martha came, and 
thus, in a kind of flutter, addrefled me: 


and John declare they never ſaw her in 


*. ſuch a paſſion in their lives: tho', to be 


© ſure, all the houſe knows ſhe is a very 
„furious woman when ſhe is vexed: 
* nay, Mrs. Sippet ſays he verily” be- 
„ lieves ſhe could killFou, and if Ma- 
* dam Harcourt ad not comed in, in 
the middle of the uproar, before my 
lady thought of denying heffelf, who 
„ knows what mought have Happened | E: 


1 
15 


* 


** 


« KF Mrs. Harcourt below, then,“ faid I 
calmly? © Yes, indeed 1s ſhe,“ con- 
4 ', intied Martha 3 z and At is _—_ 7 


15 you a miſchief; Ra 
is a good Pa ewe 
< that ſerv ire 
„ well as more bg I know 
= g6r how long Martha would have run 
on had not if pet put a ſtop to her ha- 


= Fangue, by beginning one of her own, 


„% in 


Good Lord, Miſs, what have you done 
ß « t iorige my lady al Mrs. Sippet 


(. 


00 


cc 


cc 


4 
in the following manner: © So Miſs, 
you have made a fine piece of work 
to-day, truly, I think ; but it is all 
over with you in this houſe, I can aſ- 
ſure you ; for I am come to tell you 
to pack up your things, and get rea- 
dy togo with Mrs. Harcourt, who has, 
at laſt, prevailed on my lady to part 
with you, A merciful lady ſhe is, I 
am ſure, to let you go, after all the 
confuſion you have made : this comes 


of hankering after fellows : but, come, 


come, make haſte, I can't ſtand till all 
day, to wait on you,” © Why, Mrs, 
Sippet,“ ſaid I, very much nettled at 


her freedom, I don't deſire your 


company.“ Don't you, indeed,” re- 
plied ſhe pertly; why, truly, I don't 
believe you do: what? I ſuppoſe you 


F 


want to ſend word to the gentleman, 


where you are going; but my lady will 
take care to prevent that; ſhe will go 


to Mrs. Ramſden herſelf, by and by, 


and tell her all about you; and has 
charged me to ſtay with you *till you 
are ready to go.— I ſuppoſe you want 


0 


(e 
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to give us the lip, and run away with 


your ſweet- heart. O fie! Miſs, ſo 


young and ſo forward; indeed, tis a 
ſhame! 


* n ſaid Martha, 
(muttering;) * I ſay, a ſhame, truly; 


Some folks would be glad of loviers, 
if they could get them, I believe — 
there's no harm in it, as I know of; 


and if my lady won't allow of that, why 
ſhe may ſoon come to wait on herſelf; 


and, if *tis a crime to be young and 
pretty, I know who will never have 
ms to anſwer for; no thanks to them 
tho After Martha had thus vented 
herſelf ſhe went down ; and Sippet, too 
much taken up with ſnubbing me to 
attend her, only cried, „ What's all 


that prating about? I wiſh Martha 
would mind her own. buſineſs, and not 
talk of what ſhe don't underſtand ; but 


ſuch low-life creatures, as my lady ſays, 
will be for giving their ſentiments, tho 
no body minds them.” 


I was preſently ready, and went 


* down ſtairs,” without troubling my 


3 8 head 
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« head about Sippet, who continued to 
« ralk to me; when we came to the 
« parlour-door, ſhe readily pulled me 
« back, and ſaid, „ Why, ſure, Miſs, 
« you can never think of looking my 
« Jady in the face again; I can tell you, 
« if you do, ſhe won't ſuffer it. —Here, 
John, tell Mrs. Harcourt that Miſs is 
« ready — for I muſt not leave her.“ 
« While we ſtood in the hall, near a 
quarter of an hour, I heard Mrs. F lur- 
« ry's voice louder than ordinary, the 
« ſound of which, I found ſomewhat ter- 
« rified me; but Mrs. Harcourt f on 
« appeared, and the affable reception ſhe 
gave me, fill'd me with ſorrow to think 
« I had acted wrong: I was even afraid 
to look up to my gentle benefactreſs: 
« ſo much greater is the influence which 
« 2 mild behaviour has over a generous 
mind than a paſſionate one. 


„. As ſoon as we were ſeated in the 
« coach, and driven from the door, Mrs. 
« Harcourt thus ſpoke to me:] have 
* heard, my dear, a very bad ſtory of 

| «*-you 3 


44 


£c 
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you; but I make great allowances for 
violence of temper in every body, and 
ſhould be glad to hear it from your 
own lips—I can alſo make allowances 


for the imprudence of youth, before it 


is won to obedience : therefore deſire 
you will tell me every thing material 


which has occur'd, ſince you lived with 
your godmother. — Don't be afraid 


or aſham'd ; lay your whole heart open 


to me with ſincerity, and I'll do the 


beſt I can for you.” So kind and ſen- 


fible a ſpeech diſſipated my fears, and 
gave me courage to relate every thing 


I had had a ſhare in, except that part 
of my ſtory which related to Mr. Ramſ- 


den. As I knew I had acted, with re- 
* gard to him, in a manner ſhe would 


not approve of, I was very uneaſy : 
however, in ſpite of my bluſhes and 
tears, I at laſt unfolded the whole affair 


exactly to her, and concluded with beg- 


ing her to forgive my haſty agreement 
to my lover's propoſals. She ſeem'd 
pleas'd with my frankneſs, and ſaid, 


Well, my dear Liddy, you appear to 


be 
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be ſo conſcious of your fault, that I 
have no occaſion to ſet it in a more 
diſagreeable light. But I can plainly 
ſee that the young gentleman is not in- 
different to you; nor can I wonder at 
it, after the deſcription you have gi- 


ven of his behaviour. Yet 1 know, 


when you conſider the difference be- 
tween him and you, in point of for- 
tune, and how much an alliance with 


you may ſully his character in the opi- 


nion of his relatzons (who will not pay 


any regard to your merit) you will the 
more eaſily give up all thoughts of 


lo improper a match. I hope you will 
for the future take care not to contract 
any intimacies, without the approbation 
of your friends. I am forry Mrs. Flur- 
ry is of fo implacable a diſpoſition ; for 
ſhe will not yet be prevailed on to 
forgive you, She would indeed, have 


kept you; but I was afraid to truſt you 
to her paſſion. As this affair may hurt 
you, if it is blazed abroad, I ſhall ſay 
nothing of it, even at my own houſe. 
I need not caution you to forbear any 
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farther correſpondence with Mr. Ramſ. 
den; as I am ſure you muſt be con- 
vinced that it wy be very prejudicial | 


to you.” 


c Yoo may 1magine, Miſs Byerſley, | 


how much I was charmed with Mrs, 
Harcourt's friendly behaviour: it made 
me for a time even forget the loſs of 
my lover. I could have thrown my- 


ſelf at her feet if ſhe had been in her 
chamber, and thanked her in the hum- 


bleſt poſture for all her kindneſs. I aſ- 


ſured her, in very ſtrong terms, that [ 
would always follow her advice, and 


begged to be favoured with it. © 1 


will never,“ ſaid ſhe, © refuſe you any 
thing, my dear, that may be of ſervice 


to you. Whenever you ſtand in need 


of advice, apply to me, without any re- 


ſerve: diſguiſe nothing from me, and 


I will always be a friend.“ 


„ Wux we : came to her houſe, ſhe 


preſented me to my ſiſter, who was then 


| about twelve years old, and had greatly 


„ 15 improved 


improved herſelf 1 bo diiſcreet- a 

« monitreſs. As ſoon as I wasleft ro my- 
ſelf all that had happen'd ſeem'd like 
a dream. Mr. Ramſden was only up- 
« permoſt in my thoughts. Every plea- 
e ſing circumſtance that had attended our 
« acquaintance; every tender word, look 
« and action, returned with double force 
« to my remembrance; and the very idea 
« of giving him up almoſt diſtracted me, 
« tho' I knew I ought not to encourage 
« his addreſſes after what Mrs. Harcourt 
ee had ſaid, whoſe advice 1 promiſed to 
e follow. I was, moreover, greatly diſs 
* turbed to think that my lover might 
„ hold me in contempt, at a time 
hen I could have laid down my life 
* for him; not doubting but that Mrs. 
% Flurry would fly to communicate all 
* ſhe knew to his father and mother, 
* and endeavour to ſet me in an odious 
« light. 


A 


* Sock was my ſituation for a long time, 
* nor could the company Mrs. Harcourt 
* introduced me to, nor the diverſions 
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ſhe procured for me, alleviate my anxi- 
ety, or reſtore me to my wonted com. 
poſure. I wonder'd that my lover 


* found no opportunities to ſee, or write 
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to me, (for J was not in the leaſt con- 
fined) and had determin'd to acquaint 
Mrs. Harcourt both with his viſits and 
his letters. Whether I ſhould have 
kept my reſolution, I cannot tell, ſor 
he never put it to the trial. I heard 
nothing of him for three years, during 
which, Mrs. Harcourt treated me with 


the greateſt kindneſs, and I might have 


been extremely happy, had I been able 
to forget Mr. Ramſden : but all my 


efforts to baniſh him from my memory 
were fruitleſs. Time, tho? it leſſened 


my forrow, could not entirely remove 
- 

« Mrs. Harcourt continued to viſit 
Mrs. Flurry, and did all ſhe could to 


reſtore me to her favour ; but to no 


purpoſe : ſhe was obſtinately bent a- 


gainſt me, nor was I much concerned 


about her good opinion. My ſiſter 


&« and 
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« and I lived together very harmoniouſiy 
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She was a complete beauty, without 
being vain and aſſuming; and had a 
douceur in her diſpoſition, that made 
me exceedingly fond of her. When I 
enter d into the twenty-firſt year of my 
age, Mr. Bootle, a gentleman who 
frequently viſited the family, began to 
behave very particularly to me. He 


was about ten years older than me, but 


agreeable in his perſon, ſenſible and 
good-humour'd. As my head and 
heart were both full of another object, 


I paid little regard to his aſſiduities; 


but, being naturally of a lively temper, 
I talk'd tb him with the utmoſt Fer 
dom, and thereby gain'd his affections : 
however, as he thought that Mrs. Har- 
court would not be pleaſed, if ſhe had 
not early notice of his intentions, he 


declared them to her, and offered to 


take me without a fortune. She look'd 
upon this offer as too advantageous to 


be refuſed (for Mr. Bootle had a ſmall 
eſtate, ten thouſand pounds in the funds, 
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and no relations to controul him) and 


therefore immediately informed me of 


his propoſal : but it was not ſo well 
received as ſhe expected. Mr. Ramſ- 


den had made ſo great an impreſſion on 
my, heart, that I could not poſlibly 


efface it; tho' I believed he had forgot 


me, and was convinced that his family 


would never conſent to our union, were 


he ſtill deſirous of it. 1 told her then 


the time I ſpent with her was the hap- 
pieſt I had ever known, and only 
begg'd to continue with her, if I was 
not troubleſome. © I am very far 


from thinking you troubleſome, my 


dear,“ replied the good lady; © on 


the contrary, your behaviour and con- 
verſation have been perfectly agreeable 
to me. But I am not young—and were 
I to leave you unſettled, what will be- 
come of you? Your mother is wholly 


taken up with her huſband and young 


daughter,” (I had forgot to tell you 
that my mother, tho* ſhe wrote very 


| ſeldom, had informed us of the birth 


« of \ 


{ 197 :] 
« gf a new ſiſter—) ** ſo that 1 fear ſhe 
„ will not take proper care of you. Think, 
« therefore, my dear child, what a fitua- _ 
„ tion you will be in—expoſed to he 


« wide world, without a friend to aſſiſt if | 
you. —Beſides, what objection can you 1 
% have to Mr. Bootle? He is very good-— q q! 
** natur'd ; he has an eaſy fortune, and, I 1 | 
am very ſure, a true eſteem for you: | | 
« otherwiſe he never would have ated in | | 


ſo diſintereſted a manner.” 1 could not ſh 
e oppoſe this reaſoning; I was awed by "0 
« the love, gratitude, and reſpect I bore 
to Mrs. Harcourt, and only anſwer'd 
„ that I would always follow her pru- 
% dent admonitions, She replied, © I 
hope, my dear Lydcy, you will have 
* no caule to repent, 


Mz. Bootle, having permiſſion, from 
ee that time, to come as often as he would, 
eto viſit me; I received him with my uſual 
„ complacency : he ſoon grew vaſtly fond 
„ of me, and haſten'd the preparations 
for his wedding-day, Mrs. Harcourt 
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preſented five hundred pounds to me, 
to buy, as ſhe ſaid, my wedding- clothes. 
I was very much delighted, and ſaid 
and did every thing I thought would in- 
creaſe her eſteem for me, and found 
that- the ſureſt way to teſtify my grati- 
tude, was to ſeem well fatisfied with 


the huſband the recommended to me. 


He too made ſeveral handſome preſents 


to Mrs, Harcourt, Fanny, and myſelf, 
and we were quite a family-of joy. 


Mx. Bootle took and furniſh'd a 
houſe according to my taſte; my clothes 
were made with the utmoſt expedition, 


and I was deſtin'd to be a bride in three 


days. One morning, before the third 
day arriv'd, Mrs. Harcourt went to ſee 
a relation at Kenſington who had been 


* dangerouſly ill, and Mr. Bootle, as he 


had ſome buſineſs in that neighbour- 
hood accompanied her, As I was ſit- 
ting in my chamber at work with my 
filter, one of the ſervants came to me, 
and ſaid a gentleman deſired to ſpeak 
to me. I went down ſtairs imm. diate- 
| ( ly, 


* 1:8] 
ly, thinking to meet one of my tradeſ- 
« men: but how great was my ſurprize 
«©. to behold Mr. Ramſden in deep mourn» 
« ing! He flew to me as ſwift as light- 
e ning, caught me in his arms, and cried 
« out in the fondeſt accents : *+* My love, 
« my life, my Liddy do I once more | 
«. preſs thee to my panting boſom |! _ 
« What exqu ſite tranſports !” He was | 
« running on in this rapturous manner | 
„ when I ſtarted back, and faintly r plied, ! 
O Mr. Ramſden ! — why do] ſee you 1 
* now Why did I not ſte you before? | 
Here I ſtopt for the ſurprize was too i 
great for me, and J fainted away. ; | 


A 


6 


2 4 
__ Wuzn I came to myſelf, I found-- i 
« him hanging over me, and tenderly. 
« complaining of his unkind reception.— 
« ] was indeed,” ſaid he, “afraid of ſuch 1 
ea change. — T was irkſome, I confeſs, to 
„ wait three long years. — But ſay, my 
„ Liddy, bave you met with a happier. 
lover; and are you irrecoverably loſt ?”?. 
1 am, indeed,” returned I, © but do 


% not chide me for I am not to blame. Mi 
* —] thought I never could be yours. —l , 4 
K 4 & have 4 
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have never heard from you.” . Never 
heard from me?“ ſaid he; „ did not 
know it, tho' I had many fears about 
the miſcarriage of my letters.—But tell 
me, my love ? (for you are ſtill my 
love) tell me what has happen'd ; and 
whether all my hopes of happineſs muſt 


prove abortive? It is too late, too 


late for me to hope,” ſa'd I, but why 
do I complain.—I never ſhould have 
encouraged the moſt diſtant thought of 


one ſo much ſuperior to me,” Let 


not ſuck reflections diſturb your peace,” 


ſaid he; the chief obſtacle is now re- 


moved. My mother is dead; and my 
father conſents to make me happy with 
my deareſt Liddy, whom I have ever 
loved with the trueſt, the tendereſt af- 
fection. My long abſence was involun- 
tary ; I was not at home when my mo- 
ther diſcovered our amour, which ſhe 
carefully conceal'd from me, and deſir'd 
me to go with her to my father who 
was in the country. I obeyꝰd, but firſt 
wrote to you, and left my ſervant in 


town on purpoſe to give it to Harry 
4e for 


* 
* 


E 

for you, and take care of your anſwer. 
Harry neither came nor ſent: I was half 
mad at the diſappointment, and, being 
eager to come to ſee you: deter min'd to 
come to town myſelf. Here I met with 
a ſecond diſappointment more ſevere, if 
poſſible, than the firſt. My father in- 
ſiſted on my going to Dover with him» 
to dine on board one of the paquet- 
- boats, the captain of which was his in- 
timate friend. As I did not in the leaſt 
ſuſpect his intentions, I conſented rea- 
dily, tho* much ſurpriſed to hear that 
my mother intended to go with us. But 
after dinner, my ſurprize was conſider- 
ably increas'd ; for then both told me 
that they were bent upon taking a trip 


to Frarce. I aſked the cauſe of their 


ſudden reſolution : they told me they 
had long thought of ſuch a tour, and 
could not embrace a better opportuni- 
ty. J had often, indeed, heard them 


mention their deſign, and was only aſto- 


nithed at the abrupt execution of it: 
grieved to leave you, and uneaſy about 
my ſervant's return. One remedy, 


KS % however, 
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however, was left, and I made uſe of 
it as ſoon as we arrived. I wrote to a 
particular friend, to whom I thought 
might ſafely communicate an account 
of our loves, and intreated him to de- 
liver a letter to you, and forward your 
anſwer to me, as privately and quick 


as he could : but I received no anſwer 
from him; ſo that my patience was al- 


moſt exhauſted. At laſt, a letter came 
from him, written by a different per- 
ſon, full of apologies for not writing 
before. He ſaid that illneſs alone had 
prevented him, and that he was even 
then forced to employ his ſervant, 


not being able to hold a pen: that he 
bad carefully enquired after you, but 


could gain no ſatisfactory account; 
having only heard you was gone from 


Mrs. Flurry's with a lady, who had 


> <6 


taken you and your ſiſter to Bruſſels, at 
your mother's requeſt, who was mar- 
ried there to a very rich merchant. This 


news increaſed my uneaſineſs about you, 


for I did not know your mother's name: 
© 2 2 


* 
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I reſolved, however, to ſet out for that 
place, and had procured my father's 
conſent when the many anxieties I la- 
boured under, threw me into a raging 
fever; from which, with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty, I recovered. When the phyſi- 
cians prpnounced that I was out of dan- 
ger, my nerves were become ſo ex. 
tremely weak, that they adviſed me to 


try the baths of Aix-la-Chapelle; and 


my father and mother, who were appa- 
rently very fond of me, ſoon agreed to- 
carry me thither. I could not reſiſt 
their importunities, becauſe they ſeemed 


to proceed from exceſs of affection, (as- 


they had moſt tenderly watched me dur- 
ing my illneſs) nor did I ſuſpect that 
they knew the ſecrets of my heart. 
Theſe delays only ſerved to retard my 


cure; ſo that a year elapſed” before 1 


could bear the fatigue of travelling: 
and juſt as I had made all neceſſary 


Preparations for my journey to Bruſ- 


ſels, my father pretended to receive a: 
letter from his banker there, about par- 
ticular buſineſs, in which the following 


article was inſerted.” 
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„% We have lately had a ſplendid wed- - 
„ ding here: the bride is one of your | 
* countrywomen, Miſs Lydia Calden: 
+. whoſe mother (having married here 
<« very advantageouſly) fent for her, and 
*in the paſſage, a young gentleman fell 
nin love with her. Laft week the nuptials 
« were celebrated with great eclat.” 


FE letter came by the poſt, when 
| « we were all fitting together one after- 
| © noon: after my father had open'd it, 
| he ſaid with a careleſs air, My eyes 
| „ ake ſo much to-day, that I wiſh, Tom, 
„you would read it for me.” I obey'd- 
« As the firſt part of it related to mer- 
| « cantile affairs, I did not regard it; but 
«© you may eaſily imagine how much [ 
was ſhock'd at the intelligence about 
my Lydia. In ſhort, my eld difor- 
* deis attack'd me more furiouſly than 
*« ever, and the doctors peremptorily de- 
« clared that I muſt reſide at Aix till my 
% cure was completed. Having loſt (as 
+ ] imagin'd) all I valued in the world, 
„ grew very indifferent about it, and 
mm therefore complied with the intreaties of 
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my friends. We did not return to Pa- 
tis till the following ſummer : they 


then tried to divert my melancholy, by 


viſiting every place of note, and mak- 


ing parties continually with the Engliſh 


gentry there; eſpecially with young 
ladies of family and fortune, in hopes 
that I ſhould be ſmitten with one of 
them; but my affection for you was 
too deeply rooted : I did not even 
blame what you had done, becauſe J 


imagin'd that you was not your o.] n 


miſtreſs, and that you was utterly igno- 


rant of my ſituation.” Thus we paſſet 


our time in a conſtant hurry of plea- 


ſure; for I ſhewed not inclination t6 re- 


turn to England, when I had reaſon 
to believe you had quitted it for ever. 
Three months ago, my mother was 
ſeized with an apoplexy which ſoon 
carried her off. One day, while her 


ſenſes remain'd, ſhe call'd me to her 


bed-ſide, and begg'd I would forgive 
her what ſhe had done: If you do 
not,” ſaid ſhe, © I can never die in 


peace. Mrs. Flurry, diſcovered to me 


your engagement with Miſs Calden, 
"= Whom 
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6c whom I 3 ſo vaſtly beneath you, 
<« that 1 prevail'd on your father to go 


abroad; not knowing a more effectual 


„ method to ſeparate you. As he was 
e always fond of me, he readily came in- 
„to all my meaſures, and join'd with 
“ me in concerting thoſe ſchemes which 
„ prov'd, alas! but too ſucceſsful : *twas 
I that prevented your ſervant from 
&« following you: 'twas I that intercepted 
e the letter you wrote to your friend in 
* town, and prompted your father to 
& forge an anſwer, which made you be- 
<« lieve your miſtreſs was at Bruſſels: 
and, to make you the more eaſily cre- 
« dit the account, your father inſerted the 
s paragraph about the marriage, in the 
letter he receiv'd from his banker there- 
© am now grieved to think, that I have 
done any thing to make ſo good a fon 

% unhappy ; and will employ the remain- 

c der of my life in aſking your forgive- 
© neſs, and intreating your father to re- 
turn to England, and conſent to your 
union. 
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Wuar could I ſay, my dear Lydia, 
« to a mother ſo affectingly circum- 
« ſtanc'd ? She died in a few days after- 
« wards. My father and I ſoon left Pa- 
« ris. I have gain'd his conſent, and am 
now come to offer you my heart, my 
« hand, and my fortune. | 
ci prevent our union?“ What you was 
« ſo apprehenſive of,” ſaid I, my union 
« with another?” © But you are 
„ not married pet, faid be, or 
« I enquired before I came.“ I am 
« nut yet, indeed,” faid I, * but ſhall 
« be in a very ſhort time—every thing is 
e ſettled—my word is given, and I can- 
not go back: I muſt therefore bid you 
« farewel, for ever. Cruel Lydia,” 
“ {aid he, © have I then ſuffered fo ma- 
* ny anxious hours, only to gaze at you 
a few moments—only to ſee you in the 
* arms of a rival. O, do not, do not 
„ make me completely wretched ! 
ce Alas!” faid I, with my eyes full of 
tears, and my heart ready to burſt, 
* what can I do? I was perſuaded by 
« the beſt, the only friend I have in the 

World 


What can no- 
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« world, to — © Perhaps,” cried he haſ- 
« tily,” „when this good friend, and 
& this too happy rival hear that you were 
« engaged to me, they will relent, and re- 
„ ſign my Lydia to her firſt and fondeſt 
& lover. Will not my deareſt conſent, if 
% they do? But why do ] aſk that necd. 
&« leſs queſtion ? I ſce by her unaffected 
« ſurprize at the ſight of me, and thoſe 
e ſtreaming eyes, that 1 am ſtill eſteemed 
„ by my lovely girl. — 


% Dox'r flatter yourſelf, with ſuch de- 

% luſive hopes,“ replied I, fighing * we 
cannot be united—nor muſt I any lo.:- 
« ger liſten to you. You ſee too plainly 
how much power you have over me— 
leave me, I beſeech you, for I dare not 
hear you; but mult learn to bear my 
« hapleſs lot with patience. Farewel.— 
Endeavour to forget me may you be 
« happy with one who is more deſerving of 
you than I am, and who will love you as 
well as I have.” Juſt as I finiſhed my 
„ ſpeech a violegt rap at the ſtreet-door 
« alarm'd us both. Good heavens !” 

| | 77 * cried 
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T cried I, «© Mrs. Harcourt and Mr. 


« Bootle are return'd. If you ever had 
« any value for me, Sir, quit this place” 


* inſtantly, and baniſh all remembrance 
of the unfortunate Lydia!” I then 
« broke from him, and ran up flairs. 


« Fanny was quite frighten'd at the wild- 
« neſs of my behaviour. I flung myſelf 
« into a chair, and gave way to the moſt 


2 poignant ſorrow I ever felt in my life. 


Mas. Bootle was ſo much affected 


with this part of her narrative, that ſhe' 


could not for ſome moments proceed; 


nor could Charlotte, who always ſympa- 


thiz'd with thoſe who ſeem'd to deſerve 


pity, ſcarcely refrain from tears. She 


commended her friend's reſolution, which 


ſne thought, was the more extraordinary, 


as the perſon who attempted to ſhake it was 
ſo every-way agreeable, * Bur, ſaid ſhe, 
to ſpeak freely, you were once abſolutely 
* engag'd to Mr. Ramſden ; and | think 
* he had a prior right.” In ſtrict juſ- 
« tice,” ſaid Mrs. Bootle, © I believe he 
% had.” «But oh! Miſs Byerſley, I muſt 
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«. not dwell on paſt ſcenes. My heart is * 
« {51}: Mr. Ramſden's.” She ink con- 
m „ 


KC My ſiſter Cid and ſaid. every . 
« to comfort me, but to very little pur- 
« poſe : ſhe could indeed hardly learn 
< from me the cauſe of my afiction, 


LY Ex £ 


0 ene arts, or elſe ] don” t know how. 
long F might have been in a deſpond- 
ing way. My dear, Lydia,“ ſaid ſhe, 
this is ap unlucky affair.“ Oh! Ma- 
% dam,“ ſaid I, I am undone for ever. 
« What will become of me?“ © Be pa- 
tient, my dear, ſaid- ſhe, and think 
&< how fortunate it was that Mr. Boo- 
<< tle did not return as he at firſt deſign'd. 
« T have talk'd with the young gentle- 
«< man, who begins to. hear reaſon, and 
<«. only laments that he arrived ſo late. 
„% You, my dear, will alſo, I am convinc- 
e ed be much eaſier, when you give your- 
i Jelf\, time to reflect,“ O no, Ma- 
3 am, replied I.— — Reflection kills 


me cannot bear my own thoughts 
—1 


cc 


te 


et 


cc 


dear child, with a man who has i 
relations to bias or controul him; and 
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AI am almoſt diſtracted—Ts there no 
remedy ?” © None,” anſwered ſhe, 


that I can recollect; for as there was 


no contract or written engagement be- 
tween you, *tis impoſſible to leave Mr. 
Bootle honourably: and I am ſure you 


have too great a regard for your repu- 


tation to a& otherwiſe, when the vio- 
lence of your ſurprize is ſomewhat 


abated : you will, I doubt not, be re. 


conciled to what you now exclaim a- 
gainſt: beſides,” continued ſhe, how 
do you know that old Mr. Ramſ- 
den actually agrees to the propoſal 


of his ſon, whoſe ungovern'd paſſi- 
on might have ſpurr'd him to gain 
your *conſent at any rate; but, from 


the character I have heard of the old 


gentleman I cannot believe he is of ſo 


yielding a diſpoſition. Think then, 
how miſerable you wou'd be yourſelf, 
and make your lover, by cauſing a 


difference between him and his 2 


Will you not be infinitely happier, y 
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of whoſe affections you, will be ole 


miſtreſs ? 


. Wirz ſuch arguments did Mrs. Har. 


court try to leſſen my anxiety; but they 
were too weak. I told her that if 1 
conſented to be an unhappy victim, I 
could do no more; and that I could 
not help regretting the loſs of a man 
whom I had loved ſo long, and whom 


I had ſo much realon to eſteem, 


« Tux good lady, finding all ſhe ſaid 
only tended to encreaſe my uneaſineſs, 
deſiſted: begging, however, to know 
what ſhe ſhould ſay to Mr. Bootle, by 
way ef excuſe for the condition I was 
in. Say what you pleaſe, madam,” re- 
plied I, „I am very ill, and fear 1 


ſhall be worſe. Theſe words of mine 


were prophetical, for before night I was 
in a bigh fever, which continued ſeveral 
days without intermiſſion, and made 
me delirious. As ſoon as it abated, I 
began to reflect on my ſituation, and 
wiſh'd for nothing bur death to relieve 
| 4, me 
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« me from the mifery I endured. I was 
« denied the only conſolation which the 
« wretched enjoy, the liberty of com- 
« plaining; for Mrs. Bootle conſtantly 
« attended my bed-ſide, and ſhewed the 
« preateſt concern, in order to revive my 
« drooping ſpirits. Time and youth, at 


« length, got the better of my diſorder, 
but my mind was ſtill very much di- 


« ſturbed. I refrained from enquiring 
« after Mr. Ramſden, becauſe I endea- 
« voured to forget him, that I might do 
« juſtice to Mr. Bootle, the ſincerity of 


«© whoſe affection I could no longer ſuſ- 


« pect. Mrs. Harcourt was tenderer to 


© me than ever, and greatly commended 
« my prudence. I recovered a- pace, and 
©« was loon afterwards married. 


« After the ceremony was over, Mr. 

+ Bootle went, at my requeſt, to his 
« eſtate in ſhire, which had a ſmall 
farm belonging to it: There we paſs'd 
« almoſt a year. Mr. Bootle, who was 
«* fonder of the town, then ſhew'd an in- 
« clination to viſit it, and I readily ac- 
* . 


— — ——— — ogy — 


[ 214 } 


ce quieſced. We were received by Mrs. 


« Harcourt and my ſiſter, with the utmoſt 
© chearfulneſs; and J learnt from the lat- 
e ter, that Mr. Ramſden was retired to his 
t father's country ſeat. I rejoiced at this 
e news, and regained my uſual tranquili- 
e ty of mind. Mr. Bootle ſeemed to 
ce ſtudy nothing but my happineſs; he 
had always been a frequenter of the 
< public ' diverſions, and often told me 
e that his taſte for them was greatly in- 
e creas'd, by having ſo agreeable a partner 
to ſhare them. I was myſelf very fond 
4 of theatrical diverſions : ſo that we led 

da merry life, and enjoyed our pleaſure 
« without interruption, becauſe we had 


„ no body to pleaſe but ourfelves. A- 


6 mong the acquaintance we contracted, 


your mama, my dear Miſs Byerſley, was 


e the moſt agreeable, and I eſteem'd her 
« beyond all the reſt. But I will not 


here enlarge on her merit. *Tis fuf- 


« ficient to ſay, that we took a fancy to 
te each other, and agreed to correſpond 
ce -whenever we were ſeparated. We had 


* ſoon occaſion to * our pens; for 


CC Mr. 


cc 


(e 


Alte 


cc 
e 
( 
(e 
cc 
cc 


cc 


(( 


co 


cc 


£6 


(e 


(e 


cc 


cc 


ce 


"66 


ce 
"6 
cc 
| cc 


te 


1 21561 

Mr. Bootle was obliged to viſit the 
country earlier than he intended. In 
mort, his taſte was above his circum- 
ſtances z and, as he had a great aver- 
ſion to the buſineſs he was bred to, (the 


law) he choſe rather to retrench at 
his little farm, than to enter into a new 


way of life in town. Accordingly, 
after we had been married four years, 
we ſet out to our retreat, where he ſpent 
four years more, and then left me a 
widow, in narrow circumſtances : and 
my income would have been leſs, if 


your papa had not kindly undertook 
the management of my affairs. Juſt 


before my huſband's death, I was ſo un- 


tortunate as to loſe Mrs. Harcourt, who 


left me five hundred, and my ſiſter two 
thouſand pounds, in conſideration of 
her being unprovided for. My ſiſter 
wrote ſeveral letters to me, giving an 
accccount of her illneſs and death, and 
in her laſt ſhe told me, ſhe boarded with 


an acquaintance of her dear benefac- 
treſs's. 
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e .Arrexr the death of | Mr. Bootle, I 


« was obliged to come to London; for 


cc tho' he left me every thing 1 in his power , 


0 yet the eſtate; as we had no child, def. 
cended to the next male heir. Beſides 


this obligation, I wanted to fee my 
% Fanny, and wrote a letter to her, to 
& let her know when 1 ſhould be with 


her; but how great was my aſtoniſh- 


ment to receive the following an. 
s ſwer?“ | 


* My deateſt Siſter, 
« CNOMETHING has happen'd which 


„will render our meeting impoſſible. 
I wiſh for it moſt een, but ſhould 


ee at this time be aſhamed to ſee you. I 


e cannot tell you more, becauſe I love 


« you too ſincerely to wound your peace. 


I am going to a place where J hope for 
« tranquility, tho' I deſpair of happineſs; 
that I muſt never expect to find again. 
« Had I been poſſeſt of your prudence 
4 and reſolution, I ſhould not have been 


thus diftreſs' d.- Think not foo hardly 
-:- 0 of 
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of me, but forgive all the errors 


of 
« Your ever affectionate ſiſter, 


&« Frances Calden.“ 


« I was juſt going te ſet out when this 


letter arrived: I thought it a very per- 


plexing one, and did not know what to 


make of it. As ſoon as I reached 
London, I went to the houſe where 


Fanny had told me ſhe boarded 3 but 


the miſlreſs of it ſaid ſhe had been gone 
three days from her, and could give 
no tidings concerning her. I inquired 
very particularly aſter her manner of 


life, while ſhe was a boarder.“ Your 
ſiſter, Madam,” ſaid the landlady, 


is, I believe, privately married to - 
young gentleman who frequently viſited - 


her. I aſked his name, and place of 
abode, both which ſhe told me; but 
no ſuch perſon was to be found, tho* [ 


made the moſt diligent ſearch after him. 


I often called on this woman to know 
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&« if ſhe had ſeen. or heard of either them 


or their ſervants ; but all my inquiries 
were in vain. I could not help think- 


ing that ſome gay man of the town, 


charmed with her youth and beauty, 
had gained her affections, and made 


away with her, after having ſatiated 
himſelf; or that ſhe being left to ſor- 
row and remorſe had been her own 


« deſtroyer. 


% LEAvE you to imagine, Mifs By- 


- erfley, how melancholy I muſt have 
been after three ſuch loſſes ; but hea- 
ven, whoſe affiſtance I implored with 
ſincerity and fervour, enabled me to f 
bear them without repining. I alſo 


found many kind friends in town, who 


endeavoured to diſſipate my gloomi- 


nels. From ſome of them I learnt 
that Mr. Ramſden, having been much 


preſſed by his father to marry a young 
lady of fortune and merit, had yielded 


to his entreaties, about two years be- 


fore my huſband's Gent, 


Sven 
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„Such was my ſituation, Miſs By- 


40 erſley, when Our intimacy began. 1 
« have ſince, you know, met with ano- 


« ther loſs, if the death of a mother, who, 


during the laſt twenty years of her life, 
« ſcarcely took notice of me, can proper- 
« ly be called one. 


Hy RE Mrs. Bootle ended her narrative. 
When ſhe had wiped away the tears which 
the recital of it occaſfion'd, Charlotte re- 
return'd her many thanks for the confi- 


dence ſhe had repos'd in her. Thus 


66 you ſee, my dear,” laid Mrs. Bootle, 
« you are far from being the moſt un- 
happy of all women; tho” I will allow 


0 


- 


you have reaſon to complain of Mr. 


« Welford': yet time may, perhaps, bring 
« about an eclairciſſement, and inde 


him appear in a more favourable light. 


ec If he left you out of fickleneſs, he is 


e not worth a moment's thought: but if 


„% he has been deceived, he will, in all 
00 probability, return; and you may both 
Abe able to clear up matters. As to 


L 2 lady 
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" lady Tiers, ſhe deſerves not- your re- 
66 gard, and hardly even your acquain- 


 ®Þ cance. Her diſpoſition and yours are 


* widely different, and ſhe may lead you 


« into attachments, from which you will 


te be puzzled to extricate your ſelf. Be- 
6 fore I knew that your affections were 
© engag'd to Welford, I muſt own 1 


thought Frankly was moſt likely to 


« gain them, and moſt worthy of them, 
« But I could never adviſe any woman 
% to give her hand, except ſhe can give 


her heart at the ſame time. I have 
« myſelf paid too dear for ſuch a ſacri- 


« fice.” *© You ſay right, Madam,” ſaid 


Charlotte, for by a marriage of that 


« ſort, a woman not only renders herſelf 


* unhappy, but very much injures the 


man whom ſhe encourages. Mr. Frank- 
« ly has, I think, a great deal of merit, 
% and I am under particular obligations 
to him; but as 1 feel not the leaſt pro- 


* penſity to love him, I ſhould very un- 
e oratefully requite the ſervice he has 


done me, by taking him for a huſband : 


« for that marriage muſt be wretched 


<« indeed, 
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indeed, where the affection is not reci- 
procal. As my father is ſo indulgent - 

as to leave me free to chuſe, I ſhall 
prefer a ſingle life till I meet with a 
man who can inſpire me with the 
ſame tender ſentiments I have, to my 


coſt, already felt.“ * You are quite 
right,” ſaid Mrs. Bootle ; “ but ex- 


cuſe me for ſpeaking without "reſerve 


to you : I am very ſure that Mr. Frank- 


ly doats on you ; for I took remark- 


able notice of his behaviour before 


your illneſs ; and my opinion is far- 
ther confirmed by the anxiety he ſhew- 


ed when you were in the greateſt dan- 
ger. Is it therefore prudent to ſuffer 
an intimacy which will certainly in- 
flame his paſſion, when you never in- 
tend to gratify it; (not that I accuſe 
you of coquettry) and only to endure 


his viſits, becauſe you don't chuſe 
to forbid them.” To ſay the truth, 
ſaid Charlotte, if I thought I was of 
conſequence enough to give him unea- 


ſineſs, I would never ſee him again: 


+ but I lake eim to be of too chearful 


* * and 
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and airy a diſpoſition (cho I believe 
< he likes me very well) to be miſerable 


< for any woman. I once thought his 
frequent viſits were improper, as I was 


determined not to marry him, and told 


my papa ſo; but he is ſo prejudiced 
“in his favour, that he will not hear any 


« thing about breaking off the acquain- 


4 tance.” © Your papa, undoubtedly, 


« hopes,” replied Mrs. Bootle, © that 


Mr. Frankly's aſſiduities will, at length, 


« warm your heart to love; eſpecially as 
* he is aſſured of your eſteem, which, 


let me tell you, is a conſiderable point. 


« If you never had ſeen Welford, you 
« might have, perhaps, liked Frankly.” 


«- Perhaps I might,” ſaid Charlotte; 


« tho? I fancy our tempers would hot 


e fſuit: there were ſo many agreeable 
** qualities blended together in Welford, 


« that I do not expect to meet with his 


£ 


40 equal. He was ſerious, without being 
« ſullen, or dull; his mirth was free from 
« levity, and bis wit from ill- nature: 


< he had all the ſtrength and courage of | 
« | his own * with all the gentleneſs and 


& delicacy 


[ 223 1 


40 Jelicacy of ours. Oh! that I was ever 


« deceived in ſuch a man! © Think no 
« more of him,” ſaid Mrs. Bootle ; his 
« departure was too abrupt, and not con- 
« ſiſtent: with the character you have 
« drawn of him; yet I cannot help ex- 
7 pecting ſome important. difeoveries, as 
“ you own he once really loved you. I 
« had all the reaſon in the world to be- 
«© lieve,”” ſaid Charlotte, that his pro- 
« feſſions were ſincere, But,” continued 
ſhe, ſighing, were he to return with 


e his former tenderneſs, would not the 


«© marks which my diſtemper has left, 
render me an object of his diſlike, and 
« lefſen, if not totally eradicate it ? ” 
« Why ſo,” replied Mrs. Bootle ? “ you 
« will probably loſe your blooming com- 
« plexion ; but I dare ſay you will not 
« be ſeam'd : nay, I dare ſay you will 
“ look very well again in a few months : 


« yet the alteration in your perfon, has 


no effect on Frankly,” continued ſhe ; 
“ tor he ſhews more regard to you than 
© before.” Tou llatter me, cried 
Charlotte, „ with hopes that I muſt not 


« indulge. 
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0 indulge. To convince you, however, 
c that I have acted honourably with re- 
« card to Frankly, I have told him my 
heart was engaged, inſiſted on his aſk- 
« ing for no explanatipns, and entreated 
him to be ſecret.” *<©+ Oh! very well,” 
ſaid Mrs. Boole, archly ; “ when a lady 
makes an agreeable young fellow her 
„ dconhdcht in a love affair, there's cer- 
£* tainly a good underſtanding between 
then.“ She gave this lively turn to 
Charlotic's ſpeech, in order to prevent her 
relle ing too ſeriouſly on Welford, and to 
turn the. converſation to more indifferent. 


ſubjects, 
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